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TO THE 


READER. 


O R an Author to 
court the Reader by 
| an Epiſtle into good 


humour, 1s as cuſtomary, and 
eyery whit as. eſſential a con»: 
comitant of 'writing, as ſha- 
dows to Bodies, or Envy to. 
Virtue. © For I am not inſen. 
ſible, that by the expoſing of 
this Book, I ſhall expoſe. my 
ſelf too, to the cenſure of 
thoſe who take meaſure of 
every thing by their petu-- 
lant humours, and have no 0-- 
ther way to ſet off their own 

A 2 barren: 


b To the Reader. 
barren inventions, but by per- 
petual inveCtives againſt the 
multitude of Books which ap- 
pear every day in the world; 
whereas indeed the miſchiets 
which they complain of, have 
proceeded not from their num- 
ber, but quality. 

For ſhould every man write 
an exact Narrative of the va- 
rious experiences and circum- 
ſtances of his Life, compre- 
hending as well his Vices as 
Vertues, and them with ſim- 
plicity related , how uſctul 
would this prove to the Pub- 
lick, though it would much 
encreaſe the number ? But this 
ſo impartial an account may 
rather be wiſhed for, than ex- 


pected; 
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To the Reader, +0 


pected ; fince men have ever 
preferred, their own private 
Reputation beſore the real 
good of themſelyes and 'o= 
thers. | 

The Book here | offered to 
peruſal, though it be none 
of thoſe before-named in par- 
ticular, yet is it a true Repre- 
ſentation of Man in Gene- 
ral ; and having found no leſs 
Profit than Pleaſure in the 
Reading of it my ſelf, I could 
not be detaiued by a thouſand 
imperfeions which Iam ſenſt- 
ble it labours under ( as well 
1n words as matter ) from offer- 
ing it to thoſe who are will- 
ing to make the improvement 
which might be made, by a 
Proſpe&t of Humane Miſery. 
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CHAP: L 
Of the firange Humor of Timon, and 
many others, in their Reſentments 
| of Human Miſery. 


OTIS. = 3 


ANY of the Ancient 
Philoſophers, upon ex- 
at conſideration, and 
curious inquiſition into 
the Nature and Man- 
ner of Living of all 
Creatures whatſoever, have joyntly cry'd 
out, That amongſt all thoſe which breathe 
j B -ypoh 
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-upon the face of the Earth, there's none 


more Miſerable than Man, Others more 
rigorous cenſurers of the works of Na- 
rure, have began to Blaſpheme againſt her, 


calling her a Step-dame rather than a ten- 


der and indulgent Mother. Some there 
have been,that have deplored all their life- 
time «the Calamities whereunto we are-ſub- 
ze@&: And luch a one was Heraclitizz, who 
perſwaded himſelf, that whatſoever we 
could contemplate under the Cope of 
Heaver,-was nothing elſe but a real Thea- 
tre of Sorrow and Mitery, and worthy 
of nothing but continued Lamentation 
and Pity. Others there have been, who 
have teſtified their paſſion by an exceſ- 
five Laughing: And tuch a one was De- 


onoecritur, who ſhould he come again up- 


on the Earth, and ſhould behold tne dif- 
orders and confuftons wherein lieth our 
Chriſtian World, he would have juſt 
cauſe to heighten and redouble his Laugh- 
cr. There has heen another kind alſo 
of Philoſophers, but of a humor more 
frange than the former, who were not 
contented to murmur asainſt Nature and 
her effe&s. but by a particular hatred and 
animoſity,have {ct themſelves againſt Man, 
their fellow Creature, imagining that Na- 
ture bad ſ:t him as a mark againft which 
, ſhe 


0 -o TT w pe mw-—>”—aT* 


C3) 
ſhe would let fly all herArrows of rage 
and fury: Amongſt which was Timon 
the Athenian Philoſopher, who hath been 
the moſt affeRionate Patriarch of his Se, 
and who declared himſelf an open and 
Capital Enemy of all Men, and witnef- 
ſed the ſame in the preſence of every one, 
and in all places wherever he came; and 
indeed effetually confirmed it, for he 
would not be converſant with any man, . 
but dwelt all his life time with brute 
Beaſts in a Deſart : neither did it ſuffice 
him to have men in hatred and dete- 
ſtation, and to avoid their company, but 
as if they were ſome wild and furiousBeaſts, 
he ſought all means that might deſtro 
them: and for that purpoſe he cauſed 
ſeveral Gallows and Gibbets to be made 
and ſet up, that all poſſeſſed with deſpair 
and wearineſs of Living, might hang 
themſelves thereon; till having at laſt oc- 
caſion to accomodate himſelf, and to en- 
large and alter his dwelling, he was con- 
ſtrained to pull them down for the. con- 
veniences of his building : but hefore. he 
does ſo ; he haſtneth with allpoſſible'ex- 
pedition to Athens, where with piteous 
and lamentable complaints, Herald-Walſe,he 
gathers the people, who hearihg "the 
hoarſe and barbarous Voice of this pro- * 
B 2 digious 
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:Cigious Monſter, and knowing of a great 
while his accuſtomed humovr, ran to him 
with the greateft eagerneſs imaginable 
to hear what now was the matter with 
him : who harangued to them after this, 
or the like manner: O ye Citizens of 
« Athens | If any of you have a deſire to 
<« hang himfelf, let him haſt quickly and 
Tcuſe no delays, for I am neceffitated to 
4 cut down (fore againſt my will and in- 
 clination) my Gallows and Gibbets. 
And having in ſuch like terms as theſe 
expreſſed his Charity to them, he return- 
ed to-his Deſart, where he ſpent all his 
.Cays to the laſt, without changing his 
humor ;, and ceaſed not to Philo{ophize 
and ruminate upon Human Miſerics all 
the reſt of his life time, even to the time 
of his expiration; and then deteſting our 
Humanity , ordained expreſly, that he 
ſhould be Buried as much as could be out 
of the ſight of any one: and to that end 

no place would ſerve him but the edg of 
the Sea, that by the fury and repercuſ- 

ſion of its Waves and Billows, all Perſons 

might be hindred from coming near him : 

And cauſed this Epitaph recited by Plu- 

#arch to be Ingraven on his Tomb-ltone : 


Having 


Ga 
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Having my life in miſery conſum'd, 

I here in boiſtrous waves do lye intomb”d; 

Avzd he that would dire Timons Corps re- 
move, 

Ten thouſand Plagues confound him from 
above. 


Here you may - behold this poor: Ph 
lolopher through too much conſideration” 
of Human Miſery, vehememily deliring nor 
to have been at all, rather than to have been 
what he was; and rather to have been a 
brute, or Irrational Creature , than. & 
Man. But let us leave the. Philoſopher: 
Timor making his complaints, and: enjoy=" 
ing his Humour : And let us hearken to” 
the juſt S:ntimeuts of that great and no 
lejs Philoſopher than Emperour Marc. - 
Axrelius, who profoundly weighing and. 
conſidering the frailties and miferies with 
which we are encompaſſed and beſieged, 
ery'd out, that the battel of this Life 1s ſo. 
perilous, the ifſue ſo terrible and affright- 
ful, that I do afſure my elf, {aith he, that 
ſhould ſome Ancient man come from the 
dead, and, ſhould relate all the paſſages 
of his life fince the hour he came from 
his Mothers Womb, until the day of his 
Diſſolution ; .and ſhould recount jn a con- 
B. 3 tinued 


[6] 
tinued Series of Diſcourſe, all Pains and 
Sorrows which he hath ſuffered : there 
can certainly be none but would ſtand 
aſtoniſhed with horror and amazement 
at the hearing of fo deplorable a relation, 
' That'which I have experienced and made 
tryal of in my ſelf, faith this great and 
moſt worthy Emperour, I will treely and 
ingenuouſly confeſs, though it may be, 
that ſo doing may turn to my diſgrace 
and infamy; but perhaps to the profit 
and advantage of future Ages. I have 
tived fifty years, and have tryed what de- 
light and” ſatisfaction is to be had in vice 
and wickedneſs: and truly faith he, up- 
on afull experience I have found, That the 
more | eat, the more I hunger ; the more 
I drink, the more I thirſt; the more 1 
fleep, the more I am deſirous of ſleeping ; 
the more I repoſe, the more Iam wearied 
the more I have, the more I covet; the | 
more I ſeek, the lc{s I find : and finally, 1 
never had any thing in my poſſeſhon with 
which I was fully contented and ſatisfied, 
and defired not preſently to have another 
as paſſionately as the former z which the 
great Do&er St. Chryſoſtom obſerving, 
hath much admired ; after he had bewail- 
ed the Calamities of this Life, and the 
hideous obſcurities wherein we are invol- 
ved, 
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ved, wiſhed that he had ſuch a voice 
that might be heard of every one, that 
he might inculcate that of the Royal 
Prophet David, O ye Sons of men | How 
long will ye love vanity ! how long will yout 
harden your hearts to go on in purſuit of 
falſe and killing p'eaſures ! For whoſo- 
ever ſhall conſider the ſtate and manner of 
the World, the Frauds, Fallacies, Rapes; 
Inceſts and Adulteries, Violencec, and Op- 
preſhons, Ambition and Covetouſnel*, 
Hatred and Animolity , which are con- 
tained therein, he may well ſay that we 
draw nigh to the time of which ſpeak- 
eth the Prophet Iſaiah with: to | great 
earneſtneſs and lamentation, when he faith; 
Your iniquities bath made a ſeparation be=- 
ewixt you and your God, and y:ur ſins 
have hid his face from you, that he may 
not hear you, for your hands are defiled 
with blood, and your fingers with imquity; 
your lips have uttered lyes, and your —_— 
deceit ;, no one loveth F uſtice ;, theres none 
that doth according to Equity. St. Bers 
nard in a complaint and lamentation that 
he made concerning the Miſery of this 
Life, teacheth man to know his infirmi- 
ty and weaknels, without drawing him 
from himſelf; ſo that by the conſiderati- 
on of himſelf, he might be moyed to- de» 
B 4 teſt 
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teſt his vilencſs and infelicity. © O man! 
« {ith he, Who art blind and naked, com- 
« pos'd of human fl:ſh, and a reaſonable 
« foul, have in mind thy miſerable ſtate 
« and condition, wherefore forgetteſt 
« thou, and remembreſt not thy telf, and 
**that which ſo nearly concerns thee ? 
« wherefore doft thou fondling-like dote 
« on external, ſhort, and deceitful plea- 
«fures; and doft not confider, that the 
« more near thou approacheſt to the de- 
«lights of this world, the farther thou 
« eftrangeſt thy ſelf from the Joys of the 
<« next : the more thou thinkeit to gain 
«from without, the more thou loſeſt 
<« from within; the more thou art de- 
<« firous of temporal things, the more in- 
« digent thou art of ſpiritual things? thou 
« ordereft and diſpoſeſt of other matters 
« fo well, and doſt thou contemn and neg- 
« le thy ſelf ? There's no Creature what- 
«Seve but thou canſt tame and maſter, 
« and canſt thou not rule and govern thy 
« felf; thou art vigilant and watchful in 
« other mens affairs,and art drowzy -in 
« thoſe which are properly thine own ; 
« thy heart, boileth within thee with dc- 
« fire of thoſe low things, and divine and 
« Heavenly concerns lye altogether neg- 
«le&ed «and deſpiſed by thee : the nearer 

| thou. 
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« thou approacheſt to death, the farther 
«thou removeſt thy ſclf from thy Sal- 
«vation; thou takeſt ſo much pains, and 
&« art at{o much coſt to nouriſh and adorn 
& this body which is but a veſſel of filth, 
& and a Sepulcher of worms and rotten= 
& neſs, and leaveſt thy poor ſoul, which 
<« is the Image of God, and Idea of Eternal 
« Wiſdom, altogether neglefted. + + 
Theſe are the complaints which this 
holy man/made in hig-retirements againſt 
the Ingyatitude and wickedneſs of this 
World 7 all which thiags deduced by him + 
and others, tend to no other end, than to 
ſtir up Man to the conſideration ' and 
knowledg of himſelf, and to ſhew: him - 
how vile a Creature he is, that he: may at - 
all times learn to conſider that he'js in - 
the hands of God, as the clay and earth-' 
en wefſel uw in the bands - the Potter, +, | 
which he may make, unmake, form, break,--> 


repair, and deſtroy even as it pleaſethy, * 7 


him, without any injury,or ſuſpicion- of - 
injuſtice 3 which needs but one puſh, and * 
falls immediately and is broken; and yet 
let what miſery foever light upon him, he 
knoweth not, nor humbleth himſelf un-- 
der the: Yoke of his Almighty Creator: 
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CHAP, It. 


That Man in reſpe® of many natu- 
ral advantages, is inferior to the 
Beaſts and Inanimate Creatures. 


O now, having conſidered Mans Eſtate 
univerſally, it's requiſite to Diſcourſe 
more largely of this matter, and to con- 
template and conſider him more nearly. 
And becauſe that amongſt all Ethnicks, 
Plizy hath beſt P's on our Sub- 
zxR, we ſhall produce his Teſtimony, That 
Chriſtians to their great confuſion and in- 
famy, may receive their InſtruRtion from 
a Pagan, without God, without Law, 
without any Ways being illuminated 
with the light Evangelical ; © Let us con: 
« ſider, faith he, a little, how that man-is 
© forced to cover his body at the expence 
< and charge of other Creatures, who be- 
« ing favoured with the Liberality of Na- 
«ture, bring from the womb of their Mo- 
© thers, the one Feathers, the other Hair 
© and Hides, ——the grace and favour of 
whom reacheth even to the Trees and 
Plants, the latter of which are provided 
with barks and rinds, as ſheilds or covers 
$0 
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to defend them againſt the violence of the 
cold, and injury of the heat : and more- 
over, to ſhow in what great contempt and- 
diſeſteem ſhe has Man in, ſhe hath brought 
him forth naked upon the Earth, out of 
diſdain as it were, as an abortive Fruit-and: 
ProduQtion : and at the day of his birthy-. 
made over and afhgn'd cries and tears- 
for his Portion, which are the preſages- 
of his ſuture Calamities and Mileries. - 
Here you may behold the chief and-prin- 
cipal works of Nature, for whom-all 0- 
ther Creatures are Created ; who is 10+ 
frail and weak of himſelf, that-if he be 
abandoned of the help and ſuccours- of o>' 
thers, he would certainly periſh. Behold: 
him when he cometh out from his -Mo- 
thers womb, and you'l fee him bound and” 
ty'd, ſprawling and graveling on-. the: 
Earth: him who is-alone born to Pride 
and Infolency, that beginneth his life with 
pain and forrow : How long is it before: 
he hath the uſe of his ſpeech ? When-thes 
uſe of his feet, to how- many Maladies and 
Diſtempers is he ſubje& z other Creatures» 
know their natures and abilities, but Man* 
knows nothing, except he learn and 15- 
tanght if, and underſtandeth nothing na-- , 
turally but to weep and lament: Amongft* 
all living Creatures, he is moſt ſubje& to* 
Pain, - 
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* Pain, Ambition, Avarice,. boundleſs defire 
© of living : he alone is born to Superſtiti- 
On, to fears and anxiety, in reſpe&Q of fu- 
ture events : In ſhort, he is ſubjet to Anger 
and Enmity : other Creatures live in peace, 
and Amity with thoſe of their own kind : 
but Man alone is enemy to Man: more- 
over that other Creatures might be acco- 
modated, Nature has provided them with 
houſes and habitations, to defend them 
from the injuries and extremities of the 
weather. As for Beaſts ſhe hath helped 
them to Caves and Dens. And to Birds and 
Fowls, the Trees and Buſhes. As for the 
Tortois and Snail, ſhe hath fo well ac- 
commodated them ; that wherever they 
$0, they carry their houſes with them. 
For the Herbs and Plants, ſhe has done 
MI] for their advantage that can be done, 
and ſe innumerable others. But Man, he 
has nothing, except he ſeck it with the 
| _ of þis brows, and infupportable la: 
ur, 
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The Beaſts and Irrational Creatures 
advantages over us, further con- 
ſidered in reſpe&# of thoſe many 
Diſeaſes wherewith Man is Afﬀi- 
Fed, partly by Nature, and part- 
ly by his own Intemperance. 


Urthermore , if we compare the 
JK health and ſtrength of other Crea- 
tures with our own, we ſhall . find 
that they have a marvellous advantage 0- 
ver us; for nature hath indued us with 
a temperament {ſo weak and mfirm, and. 
ſubje& to ſo many kinds of Maladies, that 
ſcarcely we are ever perfe&ly freed from 
them : She hath alſo charged [Man with 
ſuch an unſatiable Appetite of cating, that 
he ceaſeth not continually to ſeek for no- 
velties; and having foundto his taſt and 
reliſh , he cannot, without great xelutan- 
cy, abſtain from taking in{o mugh,as.may 
turn to his prejudice ; whence . proceed 
eth Rhumes , 'and Catarrhs, and innume- 
rable company of Diſtempers :. But as to 
other Animals, they content m— 
wit 
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with that which Nature has prepared for 
them, without violating their natures , 
that they may pleaſe thtir Appetite : 
Moreover, ſhe has given them a temper- 
ament of body ſo exatly regular, that 
they ſeldom or never take more than what 
is requiſite for their nouriſhment and-ſub=- 
ſiſtence, either as to eating or drinking : 
But as to Man, all the Fruits of the Earth, 
all ſorts of Herbs, Plants and Roots, the 
Fiſhes of the Sea, and the Birds of the 
Air do not ſuffice him, but he muſt dil- 
one, vary, and ſophiſticate, change the 
{ubſtance into accident, that: by ſuch irri- 
tations as theſe, Nature might be provok- 
ed, and as it were neceſſitated. The 
Stomach being over-charged and filled, 
makes all the Senſes ſo confus*d and trou- 
bled, that there's not one of them that 
can exerciſe their office; and I am aſham'd 
that I muſt ſay, that the exceeding great 
Luxury which reigns at preſent amongſt' 
Chriſtian, cauſeth-many that they ſtick 
not to abandon their members to all man- 
ner of villany and wickednefs , though 
never fo'-vile and: abominable; and it's a 
wonder to me that many mens Bellies'are 
not corrupted and- putrified , by  reafor 
of their exceſs and Luxury ! and in the: 
mean time poor LZazarm ' lies in- the 


Streets, 


XUM 


[15 ] 
Streets, and at Dores, being ready to 
periſh and dye with hunger , and can- 
not have the crumbs; though he never 
{o much need them that fall from the 
rich Man's Table. And ſuch Gormands 
as theſe, are well call'd by the Prophet 
bruit Beaſts ;, for their ſouls and ſpirits, 
which are the better part of them, be- 
-». by perfum®d 'and- inebriated with de- 
light and luxury, are retain'd captive as 
in a dark Dungeon; and their Senſes 
and Faculties, which are the inſtruments 
they ought to make uſe of, are buried. 
and intombed as in the intrails of ſome- 
brutiſh Animals :- And againſt tuch Glut-: 
tons as theſe, who make their Belly their 
god and only deity, exclaimeth-the Pro» 
phet ; Wo to you that riſe early to follow: 
drunkenneſs unto the even , that you may 
ſtupifie your ſences with wine, Which 
Vice is {0 common. and. familiar., amongſt. 
men ,, that there is ſcarcely any: Nation 
or Province, who are not infefted with 
it, and whe glory and vaunt. not. in their 
boundleſs and unmeaſurable dginking., The 
T artars and Perſians, as allo the:Greeks, 
have celebrated Drunkenneſsampapgſtftheir: 
| Gr Pomps and. Triumphs4,. and -con-: 

ained either to Drink,. and do as they: 
did, or depart. and leave their 4 
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The Macedons were inſtrufted and taught 
by their Emperor Alexander, to Drink 
Without meaſure. But above all Nations, 
Ttaly has preceeded and gain'd the prize, 
from all Countries and Regions whatever; 
and that in Pliny's time, who writeth of 
Drunkenneſs, That it was fo much in 
vogue and faſhion in his day-, that the 
uſually drank, and pour'd it down, tf 
they threw it up again. Paul Diacre in 
his Hiſtory of the Laumbards, relateth a 
Story which ſeems little leſs than prodt- 
gtous. «Of Four Ancient Men, who 
« made a Banquet, or Aſſignation, at 
« which they defied and callenged one 
& another to Drink, one againſt one, 
«reckoning the time of cach one's years, 
«and. he that drank againſt his oppoſite 
« Companion, muſt be inforced to drink 
«Was oft , and as many times as. he had 
« lived years; and the youngeſt was more 
<« than Fifty five, the Second Sixty rhree, 
« the Third, Eighty ſeven, and rhe Foorth 
«Ninety two; after which manner, *tis 
« unkrowfi What they drank at this meet- 
« Det *tts certain that he that drank 
« {eaſt} riſe" Fifty five Cups of Wine, 
« the &thers following, and ogRcy 
«as many'as they had years; ſo that 
« one of them drank Ninety -tWo Cups. 
It 
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It is not without cauſe therefore, that 
the great Philoſopher Plato knowing the 
prejudice that Men receive by Wing, 
{aid, that the gods had given it to them 
. for their torment and puniſhment , that 
they might take vengeance - of their ſins 
and offences; making them after they are 
therewith infatuated, murder one another, 
Which (yzeas Ambaſſador of King Pyrr- 
bu, conſidering the exceſſive height of 
their Vines in Egype, ſaid, that with great 
reaſon fuch a Mother was hang'd ſo high, 
teeing that ſhe - bore ſuch a dangerous 
off-ipring as Wine : Wherefore Androcs- 
des advertis'd this' great Monarch Alge- 
ander, That wine was the blood. of the: 
earth, and that he ought to have an c- 
fpecial care in the uſe of it; which ha» 
ving not obferv'd, through his intemper+ 
ance, kilPd Cltw, burn'd the City of 
Per ſepolis, put to death his Phyſitian, and 
and committed many other infamous en- 
ormities. 

And *tis not only of our time, that 
theſe guzlers have begun to lay the foun- 
dation of their Drunkenneſs and Luxury ; 
but they began to do ſo, as ſoon as they 
began to be at all : The Luxury of our fir 
Parents, was the cauſe why the Gates of 
Paradiſe were ſhut up and barred againſt 
us 
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us; E/arn ſold his birthright : The great 
Prophet St. Fohn Baptiſt, after the Ban- 
queting of wicked Herod, was cruelly ſlain, 
Dives was damn'd : For it is ſaid exprel- 
ly in the Text, That he fed hemſelf deli- 
ciouſly, for which he was caſt into hell, 
Noah being overcome with Wine, ſhew'd 
the ſubje& of his ſhame , and was mock- 
ed by his own Children. Lor deflowred 
his own Daughters. It plainly appears 
then, how much nature hath favoured 
other Creatures more than us,. in that 
they can ſo well bound and regulate their 
appetites, that they take in but juſt what 
is neceſſary and expedient for the con- 
tervation of their health: So that they 
are not vexed with an infinite of Mala- 
dies and diſtempers, as we are; and when 
at any time they are fo, Nature hath 
taught them their proper Remedies, with- 
out need or recourſe to Phyſitians; who 
under pretence of a Recipe, change R in- 
to Dand make it Decipe; and we muſt 
Pay very dear for the affiſtance of him 
that takes away our lives : For the moſt 
part of their Lapative Medicines, are no- 
thing elſe but ſo many Hammers , where- 
with they knock men-on the head, and 
deſtroy them. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The advantages of Beaſts, and other 
Animals, over u8, in reſpeF# of na- 
tural inſtinF ; whereby they have 
recourſe to proper Remedies, for 
their particular inſirmities and, 


diſtempers. 


Hen it comes to paſs, that other 
Creatures are ſick, Nature hath 
made and taught them Remedies ;' as Stock; 
doves, Fays, Partridges, &c. who pur 

their ſuperfluities with the Leaves of the 
Lawrel. The Psgeons, Turtles, and Pullets, 
with the herb Helixine.The Dogs and Cats, 
by eating of Graſs. When the Hart is' 


wounded, he has recourſe to his Ditta- 


mum, When the Weaſel would combar* . {| 


with the Rat, ſhe prepareth, and fortt- 
fieth her ſelf with Rue, that ſhe may 
more vigorouſly ſet upon her enemy. 
The Boors Phyſick themſelves with Ivy, 
The Bears with Mandragoras, The Ea- 
les knowing the impediments which they 

ye in their Productions, by _—_ of 
tnelr 
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their ſreightneſs, ſeek every where for 
the Stone called e Eres, otherwile Eagle- 
fone, which they bring into their Neſts 
for that purpoſe; which is at this time 
made uſe of by ſeveral of the /taliar 
Women, for the eaſing their Travel. 
When the Swallows -perceive that by the 
Smoke of the Chimnies their young ones 
are offended, they help them with the 
herb Celidon, The Snakes and other Ser- 
perts in the Spring of the year, that they 
may caſt off their skin more eafly, and 
feeling that their ſight fails them, eat 
Fennel in- order to their reſtauration. 
The Pellican \etteth himſelf Blood, to 
heal the wounds received of the Serpent; 
The Stork, { as Naturalifts report ) hath 
taught Apothecaries the uſe of Clyſters, 
putting oſs in their ſeats, when they 
find themſelves oppreſſed with ſtoppages. 
And Platarch, as*though raviſhed with 
admiration at the favours which Nature 
bath beſtowed on other Animals , hath 
| affured us, That they are not ignorant of 
the Three kinds of Medicines; for after 
he hath proved that they know the ver-_ 
tue of ſeveral Herbs and Simples, as we 
have afore noted; addeth, That they 
know alſo the ſecond part, which we call 
diet; For when they feel themſelves 0- 
Ver- 
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ver-filed , they moderate their feeding, 
and uſe abſtinence; as Wolves and Li- 
ons, who perceiving the incommodiou(- 
neſs ariſing to them by their fatneſs, ab- 
-S Main from fleſh, and \&uch themſelves, 
* .till they have all digeſted. \ And .as to 
the Third part, which is Chiryrgery, it 
is held for certain, That the Elephants have 
Skill in't, for they draw out the Darts 
and Arrows out of the Bodies of them 
which are hurt with them, and that with 
.no.ſinall dexterity. 
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That Man hath heen inſtrufted in ſe- 
veral uſeful Arts and Inventions, 
as alſo in ſundery __ of Mora- 
lity and raflet » by Birds, 
Beaſts and Fiſhes. 


| N Ancient Greek Philoſopher named 
Herophilus, he with many Lamen- 
tations bewailed the miſerable condition 
of Man, who though <clevated above all 
other Creatures, yet in many things was 
he to learn of them; witneſs the Swallow, 
who hath taught him building; for when 
they are near the time of their breeding, 
they take ſtrons twigs, and lay them for 
the foundation of their Neſts, and ſoft 
enes on the top ; and when by reaſon of 
the heat they can't get durt, which they 
uſe inſtead of Lime or Morter in their 
Edifices, they fly to ſome River, and there- 
in bathe themſelves tell they are well wet- 
ted, and then take duſt, which they mingle 
with water, and lo plaiſter their Neſts, ſtop 
and fill up the holes and crannies , and 
build their little habitations in form ofa 
Spire 
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Spire round and exa&, not fourſquarez 
knowing that to be more proper and con- 
venient for to preſerve their young from 
- the attempts of thoſe that would hurt 
them : But who wonders not when he ſees 
and conſtders the admirable work of the 
Spider ;, the Scholars of whom are our 
Women, who learn of them to make the 
Linnen, and the Fiſher-men their Nets : 
They are excellent in their labour, and 
exceeding advantageous in the induſtry, 
for there's no knots in their work, or 
{uperfluous coſt, for all proceedeth from 
their little bodies; and they gently part 
and divide their labour betwixt them 
for the Female ſhe {pins and maketh the 
Web, and the other he goes out upon the 
chaſe for their living, and is lying in am- 
buſhcade that he might intrap the prey, 
and make him fall into his Nets; and 
though their bodies be no bigger than a 
Pea, yet nevertheleſs they have fo much 
vivacity and induſtry, that they take the 
greateſt flies, and ſometimes the little Ls- 
zard in their Neſts:; and obſerve ſo well 
the ſeaſon of hunting, that they ſeem to 
kave skill in Afrology; contrary to us, 
who ſtay for the fair weather : for thetime 
of their hunting is when the Sky is cloudy, 
which is to us a prelage of rain, as writs 


eth 
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eth Ariſtotle in his Hiſtory of Animals. 
The Story of Platarch concerning the. 


Crow, which he faith was ſeen by him in 
Aſia, is not a little wonderful : © Who 
« being urged with thirſt and want of 
<« water, he perceived a narrow veſſel 
& which had ſome ſmall quantity in it, 
« but by reafon of its depth and ftraight- 
«neſs could not reach it, and therefore 
& caſt in ſtones that by that means it might 
« riſe up, that ke might the better ſip of 
«jt, But who taught this Animal this ſe- 
ret of Philoſophy? that heavy things 
tend downward, and thoſe things that are 
lighter aſcend upward and give place? 4f 


we would conſider the witdom and pru- 


dence of men, we ſhall find little Beaſts that 
are continually trodden under feet, in 
many things to excel and ſurpaſs man, and 
ſeem to have ſome natural vertue in every 
property, in Prudence, Force, Clemency, 
Rigor, Diſcipline and Erudition ; for they 
know one another, they diſtinguiſh a- 
mongſt themſelves, they defire thoſe things 
that are profitable, and avoid the contrary; 
ſhun danger, and oftentimes cozen and 0- 
ver-reach men : provide for - the future, 
heap up what is neceſſary, as well for the 


time to come, as that which is preſent; 


which -being attentively . conſidered- by 
many 
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many Ancient Philoſophers, who were 
not aſham'd to diſpute and call in' que-' 


ion, whether the Bruits were not, with 


us, participators of Reaſon ? To lay a- 
ſide Medicine, Chyrurgery, and Archi- 
teture, and other Melancholy Diſci- 
plines, in which, we have pr the A- 
nimals to have: no finall' 1 t, and 
ſometimes to have been the Tutors .of 
Men: 

Let us ſearch into fome more ſprightly 
Sciences, ſuch as is Mufick and Harmony 
For who is in the World, that is fo ſtu- 
pid and blockiſh, dull and ſenfeleſs, who 
1s*not aſtoniſhed with inexprefible de- 
letation,: in hearkening to the melodious 
harmony 'of the diverting Nrghtingale? 
and that a voyce of ſo high a ſtrain, and 
ſo pleaſing a ſound, ſhould be heard from 
{6 little a' creature ?' Moreover that he 
ſhould continue ſo obſtinate in his charit, 
that his Life ſhould rather leave him than 
his voyce ! Sothat' it ſeemeth that ke has 
been inſtructed by ſome exquiſite Maſter 
in Muſick : Sometimes he counterfeits the 
Bace, ſometimes the Treble, and ſome- 
times the Tennor, and when he is weary 
of his warbling, he. counterfeits his voice, 
and-! ſings like 'another -Bird that is ac- 


cuſtomed but to' one ſingle note; and 
C then 
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-then anon all of a ſudden, he penetrateth 
ſo high, that he paſonates ſwounds, and 
is as it vyere in a trance, with an infinite 
variety of diviſion, which elevates the 
ſoul to Heaven, not only of men, but 0- 
ther little Birds, whom he charmecth and 
ſtoppeth with his Notes, and invites them 
by his melifluous Song to hearken to him, 
and imitate him; and not only content- 
ed with this, you'l ſee him {ometimes in- 
frying his young, and provoking them 
to the ſame harmony, learning to oblerve 
the tone, and carry them on at one 
hreath, ſome in length, aſpirating the 0- 
thers ſometimes to curb intire notes, and 
duly to change and divide them into 
Minimes and Crotchets; ſometimes to 

aver his voyce, and ſometimes to run by 
Firifion , that no humane artifice could 
ever yet counterfeit: Although Ariſto- 
.phanes jn his Comedy of the ſinging Birds, 
hath .employed all the force of his wir, 
in thinking to imitate them : hich did 
not a little affet Democritus with veon- 
der and aſtoniſhment, who publickly 
maintained, That the Swans and Night- 
#ngales had taught men Muſick; and that 
all thoſe ſpritely Airs wherewith we are 
{o much delighted, are nothing elſe, bur 
the Petty Larcinies which we ftand guilty 
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of to the Birds : Wherefore it was, that 
wiſe Solomon, well knowing in how many 
things we are ſurpaſſed and excelled, even 
by the very Beaſts; ſends us to their' 
Schools and Univerſities, when he ſaith 
in his Proverbs, That there are Four little 
creatures on the earth, who are wiſer than 
the wiſeſh. The Ants who are a feeble 
people, and yet nevertheleſs, they provide 
and lay up in the Summer , their proviſt- 
on and p Frotdans for the Winter. The 
Comes who are a kind not ſtrong, never- 
theleſs make their houſes in Stone. The 
Graſshoppers who have no King, and yet 
£o out in Bands. The Spider weaveth 
ſnares with bus Fingers, and us in the Pa- 
laces of Kings. 

It is a thing almoſt beyond belief, 
when we conſider, and behold the little 
Ants bearing their heavy burdens with fo 
great and exceſſive a diligence, and fo 
exact an order amongſt them, biting the 
tops of the Corn, which they carry into 
their little holes, for fear they ſhould 
bud and putrifie, parting them by the 
middle, that they may carry them more 
ealily into their Storehouſes; and if they 
are damped or wetted, lay them into the 
Sun, that it may dry them. But with 
what art and induſty are their little 
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lodgings compoſed with ! The entrance 
and going in of which , is not foreright 
and ftraight, but is crooked and wan- 
dring, and full of circuits and turnings z 
to prevent the ſurpriſing entrance of any 
other creatures; they are not alſo with- 
out their different apartments and di- 
ſtin&ions; they have one Chamber in which 


fits their Parkhaments and Afſemblies, ano- 
_ ther in which they ſtore up their yearly 


ſuſtenance. and proviſion. The third, as 
faith Platarch, is their Coemitry or bury- 
ing place, wherein they interr their dead 
Brethren : For it's moſt certain, that they 
are.-great and ſtri& obſervers of Funeral- 
Rites and Solemnities. The Philoſophy 
of Solomen therefore is not at all unpro- 
firable, who admoniſheth us by an ex- 
ample and Sitnile, drawn from the indu- 
ſtry and. diligence of theſe little creatures, 
To fly and avoid, as muchas may be, all 
inclinations to ſloth and idlenels. The 
Primitive Church commanded, that each 


one fhould live by. his pains and labour, 


without licenſmg and permitting idle per- 
ſons to conſume and waſte the goods of 
the earth; which manner, as Cecero re- 
lates, was obſerved by the Komans with 
fuch' great exaneſs :n{ teverity , That 
noRoman in times paſt, durit walk __ 
| tREC 
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the City without a Badg or Mark ,. by * 
which he might ſhew the Trade and oc- 
cupation wherewith he got his living z 
that all men might know that he lived 
by his labour, and not by the ſweat and 
pains of other men: for which Reaſon 
the Conſul had born before him his 
Rods and Axes, the Prieſt a Hat or 
Chaplet, in manner of a Coif, the Trt- 
bune a Mace, the Gladiator a Sword,. 
the Taylor his Shears, the Smith a Ham- 
mer, the Orator and Rhetorician a Book ;; 
they ſuffering not , that thoſe that were 
Maſters of the Sciences, ſhould be the 
Diſciples and Scholars of vices: So that 
Mar. eAnrel, making mention of the 
ancient diligence and ind of the R#+ 
mans, writeth , That they ſet themſelves 
with ſo great earneſtneſs to their laboxr,, 
that a perſon in all Rome conld not be 
found ſo much at leaſure, #5 to carry Ler- 
ters two or three days journey, though of 
never ſo great importance. Which con-« 
ſidered, may not a little refle& upon 
thoſe which make profeſſion of Chriſtiani- 
ty; for if all the idle and uſeleſs perſons 
were chaſed and baniſhed out of our 
Citiesz the remainder would be a very 
{mall and inconfiderable number. 
And if we would conſider all thing 
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whatſoever which God hath created, we 
fhall find no one but Man who remain- 
eth in idlenels: For by how much the 
more the things that are created are ex- 
cellenr and perſe, the more 1s there gi- 
ven to them of labour and travel; you 
{ee the Sun, how ?tis never free from con- 
tinual and perpetual motion; as alſo the 
Moon, how greatly unacquainted with 
#0ps and ſtayings! The fire can never þ- 
without ſome kind of operaticn ; the Air 
flies continually, whirling from one fide 
to the other, the Waters, Fountains and 
Riycrs tiow, and are in perpetual agita- 
tion ; the earth is never at reſt, but is 
always buſied in producing one thing or 
other: wherefore laying all things before 
our confideration, we ſhall find that na- 
ture never ceaſeth her operation. + Final- 
ly, there's no plagu2 more pernicious to 
the publick than idlenels, for its inven- 
tions and breodings, are tcarce any thing 
elle than vice and wickednels; to that 
we ought to eſteem idle perſons far worſe 
than the bruit Beaſts, whole hides {erveth us 
for Shoes, their fleſh for M-at , their 
force and ſtrength to cultivate the earth z 
but the idle perton ferveth for. nothing, 
but. to offend God , and ſcandalize the 
innocent, and eat the bread which other 

men 
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men have ſweated for; We may there 
fore apprehend by what hath been fore- 
mentioned, how liberally nature hath fa- 
voured other creatures ,. and' hath beert, 
as it were, prodigal in their -behalf; ſs 
thar men are conſtrained, when they con- 
filer the indulgences of nature to other 
Animals in their regular way of living, to 
follow, and imitate them in many things. 
But what Murderer can there be, though 
never ſo great an affronter of Nature, 
and deſirous of human Blood, that will 
not moderate his defire of miſchief and 
malevolency, when he corfrlers, that 


there is no Animal, though never {ſo fierce 


and furious, that will kill his own Kind? 
What Child can there be fo ungrateful 
towards his Parents, who will not be mo- 
ved to gratitude, when he ſeeth the little 
Storks Peding their ancient and decrepit 
Parents, in acknowledgment of the bene- 
firs that they have received from them? 
e/Elian reports a matter not a little ad 
mirable : That their Young are ſo tender 
of them, that if proviſion is not at hand to: 
relieve thim ;, then they ftrain and enforce 
themſelves to vomit, and caſt up that which 
they had eaten the day before, leſt they 
ſhould periſh with bunger;, and with the 
they ſuſtain them, till they have gotten ſupp 
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plies from abroad. Where is the Father, 
. who 1s ſo cruel and unnatural, or the 
Mother ſo eſtranged from humanity, that 
dares to murder their off-ſpring, or be 
guilty of the leaſt unkindnefs, it they call 
ro mind the Dolphins zeal for the pre- 
ſervation of their young, who if it 
come to paſs, that any of them are ta- 
ken by Fiſhers, follow them continually, 
even to the very laſt extremity ; and will 
rather ſuffer themſelves to be taken? 
The which is not only peculiar to the 
Dolphin, but alſo to another Fiſh called 
Glaucus;, who though not ſo ſociable and 
familiar with men as the other , never- 
theles he hath fuch great affeQion for 
his young, that whenſoever he ſeeth any 
that may ſeem affrightful, he taketh them 
up into his mouth, ſwallowing them down 
= and when the peril and fear is over, 
he diſgorges them whole into the water ; 
Which is indeed a thing almoſt incredible, 
that his love ſhould be fo great to his 
young, that he ſhould force his Nature, 
and endure any pain, rather than they 
fhould be prejudiced, Who is he that 
will not bear contentedly the irkſomneſs 
of poverty, if he conſiders the nature of 
a Fiſh called Polypus, who feeling him- 
{lf urged with hunger, and ſeeing = 
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food is wanting to him, eateth the ends 
of his Finns and Curtails, knowing in 
time that they will grow again ? Where 
is the Man fo puſillanimous and fearful, 
who is not in ſome meaſure comforted 
againſt the fear of Death when it pre- 
ſents it ſelf to him, when he hath conſt- 
dered the ſweet ſinging of Swans, and that 
when their end approaches, though they 
are withaut hopes or thought.of living 
again ? There is no Father can be fo cru- 
el, barbarous or unnatural, to defraud. 
lome_ of his Children to advantage the 
others, if he hath taken notice of the 
order which the little Swallow obferveth 
in the nouriſhing of his brood ; who, as 
ſaith eA£lian in his Greek, Hiſtory of Ani- 
mals, keepeth exactly to the rules of di- 
ſtributive juſtice; and becauſe ſhe cannot 
bring all at once, ſhe goes divers times: 
to her feeding, and violateth not in the 
leaſtwiſe the right of Primogeniture; for 
he that is firſt-born, is firſt fed ; the Se» 
cond, the ſecond rank; and fo conſequently 
the others : which was the cauſe chac an 
Indian Philoſopher named Diphzilus, after 
having contemplated the manner and or- 
der of this little Bird and others, cryed 
out, That Nature had engraver in then, 
at it were, certain laws and formnlaries, 
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for the aſſiſance of men in the condutt of 
their lives. Is there any Man fo ſtupid 
and blockiſh, that encreaſeth not his know- 
ledg,by conſidering the prudence of the de- 
ipiſed Cuckgo, who being ſenſible by inſtin&t 
of Nature, of his infirmity and exceſſive 
frigidity, ſo that he cannot hatch his eggs, 
 watcheth, and at laſt ſpieth an occaſion, 
that he may lay them in other Birds 
Neſts, firſt breaking theirs that were there 
before? Which manner of the Cuckeo, 
Exlgentius obſerving, ſaid, That he was not 
unworthy in ſome things to. be imitated by 
theſe Fathers who have many Children, and 
by reaſon of their poverty cannot bring 
them p themſelves, they would do well to 
place them out in others Houſes, whereby 
they may get an honeſt. ſubſiſtence. What 
R298 there _ ay Noathfu!, 
that is not a little moved, when he con- 
lidereth the noble generoſity of the Warr- 
horſe, wha. is ſo courageous,. that he 
had rather dye than leave his Maſter in. 
danger; ſo that he hath ſuch a brisk 
kind of ſprightfulneſs, that is beyond ex- 
preſſion, with which we ſee him, ſome- 
times like thunder and lightning, ſtrike 
through the Armed Soldiers, murdering 
and: trampling under his: feet thoſe who 
would hinder his paſſage 3 _—_— 
tnole 
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thoſe difficult ſtreights; and finally, cea-» 
ſeth-nox-till the Victory is gotten by him* 
that commands him? And if Man may, 
learirdelity by the example of a Horle, 
yet is all that bur little, in compariſon 
of what we have experienced in our Dogs,- 
who knowing their Maſters, flatter, and. 
ingeniouſly infinuate, accompanying them. 
throughout all the World, and acknow- 
ledging them only for their maſters that- 
keep them; and are ſo faithful guardians: 
of their goods, that they will rather dye-- -- 
than ſuffer them to be robbed : For the con»: 
firmation of which, ſhall only one inſtance-" 
be produced out of Plutarch, whichgnay- 
be ſufficient to terrifie all bluody mur-- 
derers, and. others, .-who 1o little ſet by- 
mens lives: which vice our great. Crea-- 
tor hath in {o much detcſtation, that he” 
permitteth the bruit Beaſts to be execu- 
tors-of his juſtice; as it is evidently may 
nifeſt by the Hiſtory which follows. The-” 
eAncients who have written of the nature” 
of Animals, make mention of a King called.* | 
Pyrrhus, who marching one day with. his 
Army, he: came to 4 place, where a Dog © 
kepe bus Maſter who lay dead in the ligh»* 
way ; and baving looked-upon this: pitions - 
ſpettacle, he was given to underſtandby ſome® 
Peaſants, that it was - the third-day feats 
eat: 
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the poor creature had not fforred from rhe 
place without meat or drink: wherefore 
the King cauſed the corps to be interred, and 
that the Dog ſhould be kept for his patlity, 
cauſing inquiſntion to be made ſometune after 


_ concerning the murder; yet nevertheleſs with- 


out ſucceſs in his enquiries and diſcovery 
of the Murderers : but it happened 4 while 
after, that the King muſtering hw Souldi- 
&rs, and cauſing them all to paſs before 
bim, that he might ſee their equipage ;, the 
Dog aforementioned, always kept near to 
the King, ſ:d, mute and heavy, till thoſe 
that bad killed his Maſter paſſed by ; then 
mth w furious impetuoſity, he run and ſet 
upon them, and would have torn them mm 
preces, turning and fricking up and down 
with ſuch barkings and howlings, ſuch 
ffrange kind of fury \and vehemency, that 
it was taken notice of by every one , ſome- 
times running towards Pyrrhus, and look- 
ing 0n him jo attentively, as if be demand- 


ed, and waited for juſtice; by reaſon of - 


which, the King immediately. ſuſpetbing 
them to be guilty of the murder, they were 
examin'd, convitted, and puniſht for theiy 
fault as they deſerved. A thing certainly 
miraculous ! and plainly ſhewinz our God 
to be ſo juſt in his judgments, and that 
his hatred is ſo great againſt En 

taat 
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that he ſometimes permitteth the brvit 
Beaſts to accuſe them. 


” 


CHA P. VI. 


That man is more miſerable than other 
Animals, by reaſon of his repug- 
nancy to the Laws of bis Crea- 
tor 5 in obedience to which, liveth 
all other creatures. 


T is evidently certain, That a harmony 
of Philoſophy may be found in the 
contemplation of Animals, as well Natu- 
ral as Moral ; for in conſidering the man- 
rers. and ations of them, ſo well order- 
ed according to the uſage of nature,. their 
juſtice, - temperance, fortitude, and ceco- 
nomy in their adminiſtration in their lit- 
tle Republicks, their continency in their” 
works of nature, and ſome other parts'of 
vertue that they exerciſe, by the conſt- 
deration of which, Man may make a re- 
fletion on himſelf to great purpoſes : 
Wherefore our Lord calleth (in St. date 
chew) the Scribes and Phariſees, children of 
Vipers, And Iſaiah reproaching the t/- 
raelites of their ingratitude towards God, 
pro- 
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propoſeth. for their example the Ox and 
Aſs who knew their Maſter ; But 1ſrael, 
ſaith he, hath not known me their Creator : 
And ſo are we tacitly admoniſhed by 
the hiſtory of the Swine ( who, by the 
permiſhon of God, was vexed by the De- 
vil) That thoſe that ſpend and waſte their 
lives in idlenels and delicacies, ſhall be- 
come: one day the Devils prey ; for ſee- 
ing that they will not be the Temple of 
God, and habitation of the holy ſpirit, 
they muſt of neceſſity be the habitations 
of Devils : Such Swine are thoſe in theſe 
our days, who make this world their 
Paradiſe, wallowing in all manner of ſen- 
ſuality and voluptuouſneſs , living like. 
the Beaſt that periſheth, and irrational 
creatures -which are void of underſtand- 
ing,. not at all raiſing up their ſouls unto. 
the conſideration of the excellency and 
dignity of their natures z not remembring,, 
or rather not believing thoſe ſolid and 
never-ending joys, which are the rewards 
of vertue and true generoſity, for he 
that ſhall. behold the incogitancy and 
ſloathful ſecurity.wherein men ſpend their 
days, muſt needs think, that they do not 
believe that which they profeſs, nor give 
credence to that which they call their Re- 
ligion : For.is it poſſible for any believing: 

an 
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an eternal ſtate of nifery and torment 
hereafter, to do thoſe things which will 
certainly bring them thither ? As for the 
Law of Feſus Chriſt, it's too ſharp and' 
rigorous, too ſevere and melancholly , 
they will not drink of his cup, it's too- 
bitter and unpleaſant a draught for their 
taſte; they like not the ſevere auſterities- 
of St. Fohn Bapt:ſf, nor the poverty and 
meanneſs of the Diſciples; but are far: 
better pleaſed with the grandure and 
ſplendor of the Courts of Princes, and 
reliſh nothing but worldly pomp and 

reatnels, and are of nothing more 
lolicitous, than how they may live at 
their eaſe, not caring, or valuing what 
wickedneſs or impieties they are guilty 
of, ſo it be done with ſecrecy, and hid-- 
den from the knowledg of men; and be- 
cauſe they fee not God, nor indeed can- 
they with mortal eyes, therefore are: they- 
{o fooliſh to think that he cannot” fee 
them; not conſidering that they muſt” 
one day lay afide their Masks and dif-- 
oviſes, and appear before the tribunal of 
the great Omniſcient Judg', who ſhall 
render to every one according to his works,: 
and whohath told us plainly b<fore-hand, 
That whatſoever a Man ſoweth, that ſhalt 
he reap. It will be in vain then to _ 
and. 
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and hide our ſelves, as the Royal Prophet 
David hath well expreſſed, when he ſaith, 
Whither ſhall 1 fly from thy preſence? if I 
do aſcend up into heaven, thou art there;, If I 
deſcend down to hell, thy hand ſhall there find 
me; if I take the wings of the morning, and 
fiy from eaſt to weſt, thou can#t eaſily reach 
and overtake me, if 1 would cover my ſelf 
with the night, as with a garment, and bide 
my ſelf in the darkneſs thereof 5; the day is 
unto thee as the night, and the night as the 
day : For he that has created the ear, ſball 
be not hear ? and he that bath made the eye, 
ſhall he not ſee ? For concluſion then, is it 
not horridly abominable, That man who is 
no more than a miſerable worm of the 
earth, ſhould dare, he alone, to oppoſe and 
contradict the Law and order of Nature , 
in obedience to which liveth all other crea- 
tures? And that he ſhould be ſo bold an 
effronte, to lift himſelf up againſt God, 
who is able in a moment to calt him down 
into the horrid abyls of ſorrow and miſery? 


” Who cannot but admire at the audacious 


confidence of Man in the reſiſtance of his 
Lord, to whom all other creatures, Hea- 
ven, Earth, Sea, Stars, Planets, all the 
Elements, Beaſts, Angels, Devils obey. 


The end of the Firſt Book, 
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THE SECOND BOOK. _ 


CHAP I. 


of Man's miſery, in his confeption 
in the Womb. 


E have compared Man in this out 

firſt Book, with thoſe creatures 

whom we call irrational, an1 therein 
ſhewed, That he ought to be fo far from 
| ore in, and exalting himſelf, in re- 
& of his excellency and dignity , that 
he hath the greateſt arguments imagina- 


| ble, (eve cry thing conſidered) to the con- 
a 


ving therefore laid this ſlight 


foun- 


trary. 
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foundation, and drawn ſome rude lines of 
human miſery, it remains now to go on 
forward in the continuation of our tra- 
ical diſcourfe of Mans life, .- Firſt, In- 
ſting on his generation and produRtion, 
and fo proceeding , till we have at laſt 
brought him to his Grave, which is the 
end and period of all things. In the firſt 
place conſidering the matter of his gene- 
ration, Which, what is it but corruption 
and putrefation? as alſo the place of his 
birth, which is nothing elſe; ' but a vile 
and loathfom Prifon. How long is he in 
the womb of his Mother, without form 
or reſemblance to any thing, ſave_an in- 
fenſible maſs of fleſh? For wherr the Ma- 
trix hath taken in, and retained the two 
ſeeds, and warmed them by its natural 
heat, . there is concreted a little thin skin, 
hke unto that which we ſee is on the top - 
of an Egg; and after 1ome days the ſpi- 
rit and blood mingling together, theybe- 
gin to boil, ſo that there riſeth up Three 
little Bladders, as the bubbles which rite 
vp in a troubled water , which are the 
places, where are formed the three moſt 
noble parts of thi. lofty Animal, the Liver, 
the Heart: and the Brain, which is/ the 
moſt exceltent part of the work, it being 
the ſeat of all the funCions, the -true 
foun- 
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fountain of ſence, and magnificent palace 
of underſtanding and memory, the true 
arch and ſupport, as it were, of Reaſon. 
Moſt wonderful alſo will it appear to us, 
if we conſider likewiſe, particularly, the 
creation of all the other parts, the man- 
ner and faſhion of their formation, and 
how the Infant being in the womb of its 
Mother, beginneth to Urine through the 
paſſage of the Navel, the Urine running 
in a little membrance ſeparate from the 
Child, ordained by nature to this office, 
having not as yet the eje&ions by the 
fundament , by reaſon that it receiveth 
not its nouriſhment by the- mouth ;_ the 
ventricle or ſtomach alſo not as yet per- 
— its office; ſo that not any thing 
is tran{ported to the entrails, being for 
Six days as Milk, the Nine following 
Blood , the other Twelve Fleſh, and the 
Eighteen following the ſpirit of Life and 
Motian is infuſed. There's fcarce any 
heart, though never {o hard and ſtony, 
which is not moved and raviſhed as it were 
with great admiration and aſtoniihment, 
conſidering a thing {o ſtrange and wonder- 
ful. But what we have now ſaid, is but lit- 
tle in compariſon of thoſe things which 
follow. For who marvelleth not, conſider- 


w8 the manner of the Infants being nou- 
; riſhed 
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riſhed in the womb, ſeeing he receiveth 
nothing by his mouth ? his nature is alſo fo 
frail and tender, that if the Mother hath 
bat the leaſt ſhock or diſaſter, or ſcenteth 
but the ſnuff of a Candle, her fruit dieth 
unmediately. 


Y 
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CHAF: i 


Of Mans miſerable birth, and en- 
trance into the World. 


A Fter having been long nouriſhed 
as before mentioned , and being 
now formed and grown bigger, and ha- 
ving need of greater ſuſtenance , he ſet- 
teth himſelf with great impetuoſity to 
{earch for more; which is the cauſe he fo 
moveth himſelf , that he breaketh the Ft- 
bers wherewith he hath been all this white * 
retained; fo that the Matrix feeling it 
{elf concerned, will no longer ſuſtain him, / 
but foreeth it ſelf to put him out; where- 
fore it openeth, and by that opening,: the 
Child 'feeling-the Air enter, purſueth it, 
add draweth more and more to the Ort- * 
fice of the Matrix, and entreth into the 
light of - this World, not without great - 
and violent dolours, and huvt to his- ten- 
der body-z but durins the Nine months / 
time, how much pain and ſorrow doth 
he -etuſe to- his Mother that bears him! 
not to-take notice of ſome, who whilſt 
they are'big with Child loſe therr appe- 
tite, 
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riſhed in the womb, ſeeing he recerveth 
nothing by his mouth ? his nature is alfo ſo 
frail and tender, that if the Mother hath 
bat the leaſt ſhock or diſafter, or ſcenteth 
but the ſnuff of a Candle, her fruit dieth 
unmediately. 
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CHAF. W 


Of Mans miſerable birth, and en- 
trance into the World. 


AD having been long nouriſhed 
as before mentioned , and being 
now formed and grown bigger, and ha- 
_ need of greater ſuſtenance , he ſet- 
teth himſelf with great impetuolity to 
ſearch for more; which is the cauſe he ſo 
moveth himfelf , that he breaketh the Fi- 
bers wherewith he hath been all this while 
retained; fo that the Matrix feeling it 
{elf concerned, will no longer ſuſtain him, ' 
but foreeth it ſelf to put him out; where- 
fore it openeth, and by that opening, the 
Child ' feeling the Air enter, purſueth- it, 
and draweth more and more to the Ori- ' 
fice of the Matrix, and entreth into the 
light of - this World, not without great © 
and violent dolours, and huvt to his- ten- 
der body; but during the Nine months : 
time, how much pain and ſorrow doth 
he cauſe to- his Mother that bears him! 
not to-take notice of ſome, who whilſt 
they are\big with Child loſe theer appe- 
tite, 
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tite, and are deſirous to eat of human 
fleſh; ſo that we read in Hiſtory, That 
their poor Husbands have been conſtrain- 
ed to fly, and abſent themſelves; others 
have deſired to eat Aſhes, burning Coals, 
or other things like thereunto, according 
to the corrupt and depraved humours a- 
bounding in their bodies; moreover, what 
anguiſh and forrow have their Mothers 
to bring them into the World! in what 
danger are they when they are in Travel ? 
Some their Arms come out firſt of all, 
ſome the Feet, others the Knees, ſome 
double; but that which is moſt cruel, 
and which we cannot apprehend without 
horror, They are forced fometimes inſtead 
of the Midwives to call the Surgeon to 
diſmember the infant and tear it in pieces z 
ſometimes the Mother muſt be cut open 
alive, and anatomiz'd, that they may 
come at the Child. Some Children are 
bora to prodigious and deformed , that 
they reſemble not Men but Monſters ; 
ſome are born with Two Heads, ſome 
with Four Legps, as hath been known in 
Pars, and at - rime when I was making 


this Book. Polydorus writeth, That be- 
fore Marcellus was chaſed by Hannibal, that 
a Woman brought forth a Child, having the 


Head of an Elephant ; another having f- 
eet 
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Jeet” 4s a Beaſt: The modern Hiſtories 
make mention of a Roman Courtizan, that 
was brought to Bed of a Child, who was 
half a Dog. They who have writ the Hi- 
ſtories of the Inazes, do aſſure us, That 
even at this preſent, there are found them 
there, who are half men and half Beafts, 
occaſioned by the execrable bruitiſhneſs of 
their Parents; . others are born blind, 0- 
thers deat, others mute, others more in- 
firm and defeQive in their members; for 
which: their Friends are forry, their Mo- 
thers infamous, and their Fathers ſhamed, 
ſo that if we conſider attentively all the 
miſery of our Nativity, we ſhall find the 
ancient faying true: That we are conces- 
ved in uncleanneſs, born and brought into 
the World wth pain and ſorrow, and nou- 
riſhed and brought up with anguiſh and 
labour. Gil 
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CHAP. HE 


Mans miſery conſidered in the nur- 
tare of his Infancy; 


Ere then is the firſt AR of the Tra- 
H gedy of human Life, during the time 
of his impriſonment in his Mothers Wombz 
and being now got out of his maternal 
dungeon, let us contemplate a little what 
he's being on the Earth : And what is he 
elle, but like to a poor worm creeping 
thereon ? With what Garment is he cover- 
ed, making his magnificent entrance into 
the Palace of this World , but. Blood, 
wherewith he is all over beſmeared ? which 
1s no other than the repreſentation of fin, 
which in the Scripture is ſignified unto us 
by Blood. O grievous neceſlity ! O cruel 
and miſcrable condition ! That before this 
creature hath ſinned, hz is the bond{man 
and ſervant of fin ; it is the bitter grape, 
»*- of which ſpeaketh the Prophet Jeremiah, 
that the fathers have eaten of, and the 
childrens teeth are ſet on edg. What is 
the firſt Song which Man fingeth entring 
into this World, what are his chants, but 

weep- 
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weeping, wailing, and groaning, which 
are the meſſengers and augures of his. fu- 
ture Calamities, which becauſe he cannot 
expreſs by words, he teſtifies by cries 
and tears: and this is the beginning of 
Monarchs, Kings, Princes and Emperors, 
and others who make ſuch a buſtle in the 
world. - 

The worm, though he be ſo little, as ſoon 
as Nature hath brought him forth, he be- 
Sinneth to crawl on the earth, to ſeek his 
paſture and ſuſtenance : The little Chick ez: 
as ſoon as it is out of the ſhell is clean, and 
needs not to be waſhed as man; runneth 
after its Mother when ſhe calleth it, ſet- 
teth to pecking, feareth the Kite, with- 
out eyer having made tryal of his malice; 
and avoideth the danger by the fole gui- 
dance and inſtin& of Nature. 

But behold man, as toon as ever he is on 
the earth, he is as a hideous monſter, and 
mals of fleſh, who letteth himſelf be eaten 
by other Animals, and knoweth not in the 
leaſt how to ſuſtain hiniſelf, being ignorant 
of the ways of his nouriſhment, and would 
loon ſtarve and periſh with want and hun- 
ger, was he not relieved by others: But 
leave we him in his little neſt, where he is 
covered with his own dung, being ſo im- 
potent that he cannot caſt out his excre- 
D ments, 
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ments, which the little Birds and other 
Anifffls cafily do; and let us remember 
that theſe are the perfumes wherewith Na- 


ture hath adorned Man, who calleth him- 


felf Maſter and Lord of all others. 


Now this wretched creature being plun- | 
Sed in this gulf of miſery, muſt be brought ' 
up, and hath need of nouriſhment to ſup- | 


port the infirmity of his nature, which 
ofhce is afſigned to Mothers, in confidera- 
tion of which they have given them paps, 
which are as little bottles proper for that 
effet: But how many Mothers are there 
at this day, or to ſpeak better, cruel Stept- 
dames rather, who think it abundantly fuf- 
ficient that they have brought them into 
the world, referring their nurfery to 0- 
thers, whom perhaps they never ſaw in 
their lifes before, and who it may be 
change them, putting others in their ſtead ; 
and tome of them are lefs aſhamed for to 
hold little Dogs in their arms, than their 
own Children born of their bodies ? which 
manner 1s not practiſed by the brute Beaſts, 
though never ſo brutiſh ; for they do not 
commit their little ones to the keeping of 
others, though the numher which Nature 
hath given them be never fo many, but 
nouriſh them themſelves, and are ſo zealous 
protefors of them, that they ſcarce _ 

ave 
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have them out of their arms; and that 
which is moſt wonderful, there is beg6tten 
a jealouſie betwixt the Male and Female, 


- & who ſhall be their Guardian, and which is 


£ tometimes to them a matter of no ſmall 
ſtrife and difſention, eſyecially to the Apes, 
2 and not only to them, but alſo to the Beaſts 
3 who are of a Nature ſo fierce and cruel, 
FJ and yet have they their lettle ones in ſo 
J great affeQion, that they are not only con- 
J tented to nouriſh them with their Milk, 
but as ſoon as they are brought forth, ha- 
2 ving ſcarcely any form, they lick and pol- 
liſn them that they may render them more 
perfect: And not only they, but the 
F Birds too; who although that they have 
$ oftentimes 5 or 6 under their wing, and 
# have neither milk nor grain, nor any thing 
2 elſe to ſuſtain them ; nevertheleſs they ſpare 
3 no pains nor diligence whereby they may 
7 bring up their little ones, which is a crue 
* teſtimony of Human Miſery ; foraſmuch 
® as man is deprived betimes of that which 
#4 is his due by the ſtri& right of Nature, be- 
4 ing forced to tuck the milk of a ſtranger, 
J and very often of her who hireth her ſelf 
the cheapeſt , whatever corruption or de- 
formity ſhe is poſſefſor of, which many 
times is ſo contagious to the Child, that it 
had been better tor him perhaps to have 

D 2 been 
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been nurſed up by ſome brute Beafts in a 
Deſart, than to ſtand at the mercy of ſuch 
Nurſes; for net only the bodies are con- 
cerned and ſpoil'd, as was Experienced in 
Titus Son of Yeſpaſian, and many others 
( whom as writeth Lampridus) was all the 
time of his life ſubje& to a multitude of 
maladies and diſtempers, by reaſon of his 
being delivered to be Nurſed by a woman 
troubled with divers ſicknefſes and infirmi- 
ties; but the worſt is, that there remain- | 
eth an impreſſion in the mind and temper, 
by reaſon of this vicious Nutrition, as Dior: 
intimateth in his 2 Book of the Ceſars, | 
when he taketh notice of Caligula the 4th 
Emperor of Rome, the cruel inhumanity 
of whom was not imputed to Father or 
Mother, but to her who Nurſed and ſuck- ' 
led him; who moreover as ſhe was cruel | 
and barbarous of her ſelf, yet notwith- 
ſtanding rubbed and chafed the end of her 
Paps with human blood, and then cauſed 
him to ſuck them 5 which he praiſed ſo 
well afterwards, that-he was not only con- 
tented to commit an infinite of Murders, 
but ſucked the blood which was wont to 
be on his Sword or Dagger, and licked it 
with his tongue; and wiſhed that all the 
World had but one head, that he with one 
blow might cut it off, and he himſelf reign 
alone 
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alone on the earth. The Child then had 
not tuffered vexations enough in the womb 
of his Mother, and had not been enough 
afflicted, unleſs that making his entrance in 
the world, there had been prepared new 
ones by the ingratitude of thoſe Mothers 
who are ſo nice and delicate, that they 
think it too burdenſom a thing for them 
to take it upon themſelves, and therefore 
make them fuck them whole milk is often- 
times corrupt and putrified, from whence 
followeth many diſtempers, as the Pox, Le- 
profie, and innumerable others, Cas Phy- 
ſicians have obſerved ) to the great da- 
mage of their poor Children, and eternal 
infamy of the Mothers : for it is moſt cer- 
tain, that if the Nurſe be {quint-ey*d, of 
given to ebriety, and fubje&t to malacies, 
or corrupt manners, the Child ſhall be 
{quint, not by her milk, but by often and 
frequent intuition and oblervation of his 
Nurſe: If ſhe be a Drunkard , the pre- 
pareth the infant for Convuifions and 
' weakneſſes, as we read in the Life of the 
Emperor T yberius : Who was exceſſively 
addited to that Vice, by reafon of his 
Nurſe who ſuckled him z who her ſelf was 
an exceſſive and unmeaſurable drinker; ac- 
cuſtoming the Child alſo to the eating of 
Toaſts ſoaked in Wine z where we mayM . 
D 3 obſerve 
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obſerve how great an influence the man- 
ners and temperament of the Nurſe has 0- 
ver the Child, ſo that if ſhe be fick, ſhe 
will render him infirm; if ſhe be ſtupid,ſhe 
will make him ſo too : butleaving him in 
the Govenrment and Tuition of his Nurſe, 

Ler us conſider how many perils and 
dangers he is environed with, during the 
time of his bringing up: what pain and 
vexation have they, who have the charge | 
of him? Some do even tear and burſt them- 
ſelves with crying and howling, fo that ! 
there needs no larum-bell to rouſe them 
in the night that have the charge of him : 
Others are continually running and daſh- 
ing themſelves againſt one thing or other, 
and there's ſcarce any thing elſe for the | 
moſt part but wounds and bruiſes to be ' 
ſeen in their poor little bodies; without #4 
reckoning many Hereditary diſeaſes which 
they bring from the corruptions of their 
Parents. But who ſtandeth not aſtoni- 
ſhed, to think that ſo miſerable a creature, 
one 1o overwhelned with poverty and 
malediQion, to vile and mean an Object ; 
yet in alittle while ſhould become ſo proud 
and haughty. If then the great Prophet 
Feremiah, with vehement compaſſion hath 
deplored the ſtate of Captive Babylon: If 
the Conſul Marcellas hath lamented the 
City 
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City of Syracuſe, when he ſaw it burning : 
And Saluſte the corruptions of Reme;, we 
may with them well deplore the miſera- 
ble ſtate of Man entring this World ; his 
Progreſſion and Perillous Converſation 
therein, and his forrowful and woful exit ; 
which made Fob grieve and lament that he 
was not ſtifled in the womb of his Mother, 
and murmured that her knees had ſuſtained 
him; and complaining of the breaſt that 
had gave him ſuck ; And Feremiah moved 
by the like paſhon, conſidering that man 
is formed of the duſt, conceived in fin, and 
born in ſorrow ; and at laſt made the prey 
of Worms and Serpents : wiſhed that the 
womb of his Mother had become his Se- 
pulchre, and the Matrix his Tomb : And- 
the ſame Fob again faith, That man born 
of a woman liveth but a ſhort time here 
on earth, who cometh up as a flower and 
fleeth as it were a ſhadow, and never con- 
tinueth in one ſtay : What could be more 
forcibly and efficaciouſly ſet forth, than 
this Diſcription which this holy man makes 
of human Calamity? In compariſon of 
which, all the Sentences and Treatilſes of 
the Ethnicks are but as dreams and ſmoke; 
When the Spirit of God would induce 
man to humble and know himſelf, he call- 
eth him ſon ofa woman ;, and has he done 
D. 4 it 
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it without cauſe ? for amongſt all the Crea- 
tures which God hath Created, there is 


none more ſubje to weakneſſes and infir- | 
mities than a wotman, eſpecially them who * 
are big with child ; for ſcarce have they | 
one month ina year which is not ſpentin | 


fear and trembling':* Then afterwards he 
faith, Living a ſhort time, and indeed 
what is more ſhort than the life of man ? 
when *tis but ſtopping his noſe or mouth, 
and his life is ended : For his life is nought 
elle but a blaſt which is incloſed therein, 
by reaſon of which, T heophraſtus and many 
other Ancients, murmured againſt Nature, 
that ſhe had indued the Hare and Crow 
and many other Animals with fuch a long 
life, and that to no purpoſe : whereas to 
man, *tis quite otherwiſe ; his life being fo 
ſhort and of ſo little durance, that though 
he has occaſions enough to imploy it, yer 
nevertheleſs is it retrenched and abrevia- 
ted, and that by lo many ways z as ſleep, 
dreams, anger, and all manner of misfor- 
tunes : So that if we would reckon every 
thing, there remaineth leſs than nothing of 
that which we may call life ; ſeeing that 
the Prophet compareth man to a ſhadow, 
what other thing then is a ſhadow, hur 
that which deceiveth the ſight? A phan- 
taſm, a deceitful figure without ſubſtance 
which 
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which ſometimes appeareth to be great, 
ſometimes little ; the very ſame is it of 
man, ſometimes he ſeemeth to be- great, 
when indeed he is but little, or rather no- 
thing at all ; for when he is moſt highly 
lifted up, and when he is on the greateſt 
and moſt elevated degree of honour 3 he 
then periſheth ſuddenly, and we know not 
what is become of him, no more than of a 
ſhadow when the night is come :; 7 ſaw 
the wicked, faith David, mighty and flou- © 
riſhing as the green Lawrel tree ; but I paſ-- 
ſed by, and I ſaw ſuddenly he was not, # - 
ſought for him, but he was no where ta be: . 
found, - 
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CHAP. Iv. 


Man's Miſery further conſidered, in 
#he courſe aud Education of his 
Touth. 


E have ſhewed through how ma- 
ny perils and dangers man cometh 
out of his firſt labyrinth of infancy : Let 
us now conſider him alittle more advanced 
. In age; let us ſee whether there is any end 
of his miſerie;; and if we would be equi- 
table judges, we ſhall find that he is ſo far 
from ending of them, that he precipitateth' 
and ruſheth himſelf farther into them ;, for 
that is the time wherein Nature hath pro- 
vided for him a moſt furious combat : the 
blood beginneth to boil, the fleſh excites 
and ſummc «s him to voluptuoſneſs, feniva- 
lity guides him, the world flatters him, the 
Devil tempts him, youth invites him, and 
it is almoſt impoble that being beſet with 
ſo many vicious allurement- ; that he is not 
at the Jaſt vanquiſhed and caſt down : for 
to him that hath riches, youth, liberty and 
delicacies, all the Vices of the world (faith 
Marc. Aurel.) lay fiege to, andrealily over- 
come 
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come him, and that many times thr 

fault of his Parents; who teach him not, 
either by Example of Precept, the ways 
of Virtue and Piety, but leave him to the 
fury of his wicked inclinations: And if 
Ely was fo grievouſly puniſhed for not cor- 
reing his Children, what can thoſe Fa- 
thers likely expe, who inſtead of being 
their corre&ors, have been their corrupt- 
ors ?-—Such Parents may well be compar» 
red to the Ape, whoſo huggeth her young 
ones, that ſhe killeth them 3 and are often- 
times the cauſt .of their ſhameful and un- 
timely end : The Ancient Romans had the 
Fathers which chaſtiſed not their Children, 
in ſo great contempt and abhotrency, that 
they made a Law which they called Falci- 
dia, by which it was ordered, that for the 
firſt fault, theparty offending ſhould be 
admoniſhed, for the ſecond he ſhould be 
chaſtiſed, for the third he ſhould be hang- 


ed, and the Father baniſhed ; the not cor: * 


reaing his Son being .imputed to him, as 


if participator.im the Crime. — But 1 would 


now willingly ask, what the Ancient Ro- 
mans would do if they beheld the preſent 


pitiful ſtate of many of our Republiques? - 


what fines, what puniſhment, what pehal- 
ty would they lay upon thoſe Fathers 
who inſtead of eſtabliſhing a rule and-g0+ 
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ernment in their houſes, and ſhewing them 
a good pattern for there imitation, corrupt 
and deprave them by their vicious and 
wicked Example : for the firſt Precept and 
Rule of good living they receive from 
them, is to Curſe and Blaſpheme, to be 
Intemperate in their eating and drinking, 
and to diſſipate their ſubſtance in Whoring, 
Gaming, and all manner of debauchery ? 
there being not alſo a few Mothers in the 
world, who do as Herodzas, learning their 
Daughters to dance, paint, plaiſter, patch 
and diſguiſe their Faces; to hpad themlelves 
with Rings and Jewels, that they niay tell 
every one that meets them, how inward- 
ly barren they are of all true worth and ' 
value: But it will be with them in the 
end, as it was with David, the Sin of whom 
was puniſhed by his Children z who were 
ſv irregular, that one of them violated his 
own natvral Siſter, Tamar, and conſpired 
the death of his own Father, and drove 
him out of his Kingdom. For the Rule of 
the ancient Philoſophers has always proved 
true, that man committeth many faults in 
this world, the puniſhment of which, God 
reſerveth in the other : but this fin of not 
well Educating our Children, he uſually 
puniſheth in this z, for the Father in beget+ 
ting his Sons, gives them.nothing but mor- 
tality | 
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tality and weakneſs ; but by good Educa- 
tion, Fame and everlaſting Renown: We 
will conclude then, that if the Children 


$ have been in great peril and miſery often- 
J times by the corrupt milk of their Nurſes; 


yet nevertheleſs the danger is double, in 
reſpe&t of them who ought to inſtru& 
them ; for.as much as that the nutriment 
of the body is of far leſs conſequence, than 
that of the mind. Burt ſeeing that we have 
not as yet mentioned Plato, who hath Di- 
vinely Philoſophiz'd on Human Calamities, 
and fo lively repreſented the miſeries of 
this life, that many of his Diſciples reading 
his Books, have caſt themſelves down head- 
long from the tops of Rocks and Moun- 
tains into Rivers, that ſo cutting the thread 
of their Calamitous life, they might have 
the enjoyments of the next : This great 
Philoſopher Plato, in a Dialogue that he 
hath made concerning Death, and con- 
tempt of this life, introduceth Socrates, 
who deduceth by an admirable Eloquence 
the miſeries and frailties of Human condi- 
tion, as followeth: Knoweſt thou not (ſaith 
He) that Human life is nothing but a pere- 
grination, which the wiſe perform and paſs 
in joy, ſmging with gladneſs, when that by 
neceſſity they approach unto the end of tt ? 
Doſt thou not well know that man a” 
4 p 
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of ſpirit, which iz encloſed in his body as 
11 a Tabernacle ;, which Nature has beſtow- 
ed upon him, not without great vexation ; 
and though ſhe does bequeath ſome ſmall be- 
nefits to us, yet are they nevertheleſs hid, 
and of a (hort durance, and conſumed in ſor- 
row and trouble, by reaſon of which the ſoul 
reſenting the dolour, cometh to defire the 
Celeſtial Habitation, and wiſheth for the 
Frution. of heavenly pleaſures. Conſider 
that the going out of this world 1s no othey 
thing than a mutation and exchange of evil 
for good, and what evil (faith He) and mi- 
fery doth not man endure from his birth to 
his Sepulchre ? What-hind of ſorrow is there 
that he hath not experienced, be it of heat, of 
cold, of torments in his body, as alſs of his 
mind ? What other meſſenger, or more 
certain forerunner can he have of his mi- 
fery, than his tears, fighings and groan- 
ings? But after he hath born ſo many 
evils, and come to the 7th year of his age, 
he muſt have Guardians and Tutors for his 
inſtruftion in Learning ; moreover grow- 
ing and coming into his youth, he had need 
of Corre&ors, who with rigor muſt ob- 
zerve his ations, to tame and accuſtom 
him to labour. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


of the Miſery attending the ſtate of 
Manhood. 


H IS youth being paſt over, hair be- 
gins to cover his chin, and then he 
grows man, and then is the time that he 
entreth into greater anxiety and vexation 
of ſpirit z he muſt then frequent publick 
places, keep up a converſation in compa=- 
ny ; if he be of a Noble and Illuftrious Ex- 
tration, he is forced to undertake a thou- 
ſand warlike ftratagems and enterpriſes, 
and expoſe-himſelf to an infinite of perils; 
and hazard his life, and ſpill his blood, that 
he may dye in the bed of honour, or et{e 
he ſhall be looked on as of a cowardly, 
mean and daſtardly ſpirit : If he be of a 
low condition and ordinary Fortune, and 
be called to the exerciſe of mechanick Arts, 
that hindreth him not from enduring a 
thouſand vexations, infinite labour and 
travel, as well of body as mind ; he muſt 
work night and day, muſt ſweat blood and 
water, for to get that which is neceſſary 

for the maintenance and ſuppor of his life # | 
an 
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and what labour or diligence ſoever he 
uſeth, he can ſcarcely procure himſelf that 
which is neceſſary. It is not therefore 
without cauſe that Marc. Aurel. conſider- 
ing the miſerable condition of Human lite, 
was accuſtomed to ſay, 1 thought in my ſelf 
whether there could be found any State, any 
Age, any Land, any Kingdom mm which there 
could be found a man, who durſt vaunt, that 
he never taſted in his life what was adverſe 
Fortune ;, this would be ſuch a- monſter, 
that both the living and dead would have 
defire to ſee him : and then he concludes in 
the end, I have found my reckoning, faith 
he, that be that was yeſterday rich, is to day 
poor, he that was yeſterday whole, is today 
ſick; he that laugh'd yeſterday, ts day I ſaw 
cry; he that I ſaw yeſterday in proſperity, I 
faw to day in adverſity ;, he that I ſaw yeſter- 
day amongſt the living, I ſee him now a- 
wongſt the dead. 
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Mans Miſery more particularly cons 


ſidered, and firſt of the miſerable. 
life of Mariners. 


Eturn we then to our Subj.&, dedu- 

cing things in particular : and who 

is he among men, who hath betaken him- 
{elf to any State or Trade, and way of li- 
ving, that has not at lait complained, and 
been weary of it? And that this may more 
evidently appear, conſider we the princi= 
pal ſtates in particular. Begin we then 
at them who ſwim on the water, and who 
gain their livings on the Sea z and in how 
many perils are they night and day ? What 
is their habitation, but a naſty and ſtink- 
ing priſon ? the tame is their diet. What 
are their garments, but as it were a Sponge 
of water? They. are always as vagabonds, 
and in continual exile, without any reſt; 
agitated by the Winds, Rain, Hail, Snow, 
at the mercy of Pyrats and Rovers, Rocks 
and Tempeſts, in continual hazard of be- 
ing intomb'd in the bellies of fiſhes : 
Wherefore Byas that Sage Grecian Philo- 
ſopher 
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ſopher knew not whet her he ſhould reckon 
thele ſort of people amongſt the Terrcſtri- 
. al creatures or Aquatils, and doubted whe- 
ther he ought to number them amongſt the 
living or the dead. And another called 
Anacharſis, ſaid, That they were no far- 
ther diſtant from the dead, than the 
breadth of two or three fingers, as much 
as the timber contained in thickneſs upon 
which they iwam, 
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CHA P. VIE. 


Of the Miſery attending the life of 


Husbandmen, 


po D if the manner of living of Ma- 
riners ſeemeth terrible to us, what 
greater {ſweetneſs think we to find in A- 
moms and Ruſtical labour ? which at 
r{t look ſeemeth {weet, happy, quiet, ſim- 
ple and innocent; and that which many 
Patriarchs and Prophets have choſen, as- 
that in which there was the leaſt of fraud 
and couſenage, and that for which many 
Roman Emperours have forſaken their 
Palaces, Theatres, and other Pompous and 
Reiplendant Edifices, that they may retire 
themſelves into the fields, and cultivate 
their Lands with their hands, and enjoy 
that innocent pleaſure which they imagined 
might be found in a Country life ; but to 
them who would conſider every thing 
more exa&ly, it will appear that theſe 
Roſes are not without their thorns and 
prickles. God having driven man out of 
Paradice, he ſent him as an exile or ba= 
niſhed man, and declared to him that = 
cart 
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earth ſhould be accurfed for his ſake, and 
that in the ſweat of his brows he ſhould 
eat of the Fruits of it, for it ſhould pro- 
duce thorns-and thiſtles until he returned 
to the earth from whence he came. And 
indeed who is it that has had fuller experi- 
ence of this malediion than the poor Hul- 
bandman, who many times after he hath 
laboured, fowed and' dunged the earth, 
and all- the day long ſpent himſelf with 
pain and trouble, and endured the parch- 
ing heat of the Sun, and the rigorous leve- 
rity of the cold ; and ſometimes the biting 
of Serpents, and ſweated and tired them- 
ſelves allthe year round in expectation of 
the Fruits of. their labour, and ſtraight 
there cometh tempeſtuous and unſeaſonable 
weather, and cuts him off from all his 
longing expeQations,and he receivesthe un- 
welcome news of the death of his Cattel : 
another, the Souldiers whileſt he has been 
occupied in the fields, have pillaged his 
houſe and carried away whatſoever he has 
there, ſo that when he returns from his la- 
bour, inſtead of being comforted and re- 
ceiving reſt and conſolation, is met by his 
Wife and Children with lamentable rela- 
tions of the {poil of his ſubſtance : in ſhort, 
the ruftick occupation cannot be more fit+ 
ly compared. than to a continual running: 
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ſore or ulcer, having a perpetual cauſe of 
{orrow, fometimes of one thing, ſometimes 
of another, ſometimes of too much Rain, 
ſometimes of too much Drought. 


— 


CHAP. VI. 


The Miſerable life of Merchants con- 
feidered. 


UT leaving the poor -Husbandmen . 
making their complaints: : Let us ſeek 
farther and inquire into the buſineſs of 
Merchants, which at firſt view ſeemeth ex- 
empt and void of Miſeries, promiſing ſome 
repoſe upon the account of the Riches 
wherewith it aboundeth : which employ- 
ment many wiſe men, as Solon,T hales, Hip- 
pocrates and others have exerciſed, which 
is a great cauſe of the Amity and Friend» 
ſhip which we have with Forreign Princes, 
tranſporting to one City what aboundeth 
in another ; but we cannot ſo well diſguiſe 
the matter, but that at firſt ſight almoſt 
we may diſcern with how great diſquiet the 
lives of Merchants are accompanied z, to 
how many 'dangers are they ſubjeR, and 
that continually, as well by Sea LOR 
wWith- 
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without reckoning, that for the moſt part 
of time they are as Fugitives and Vaga- 
bonds out of their Towns and Countries, 
and are unlike in nothing to baniſhed 
men, but only that their baniſhment is 
voluntary, becauſe that they would ſteal, 
ranſack and raviſh, burn and ſpoil every 
thing, as well by Sea as Land, and all for 
that they might ſatisfie their covetous de- 
fire of gain; and are contented to be de- 
prived of the reſt and comtort that they 
might receive from their Wives and Chil- 
dren, Lands and Poſfſeſſions, and be every 
minute in hazard of their lives, and all for 
an unlſatiable avarice, which torments 
them, without taking notice that the firſt 
Sanftuary of their Confraternity, is no 0- 
ther thing than to ſwear, forſwear, cheat, 
and deccive their Neighbour; to that 
icarce any one Trafficking, can enrich him- 
{elf but by fraud and couſenage : and they 
have a common Proverb amongſt them, 
That there needs but only turning their 
backs towards God for two or three years, 
and a little ſtraining their Conſciences, for 
ro enrich themſelves and make up their For- 
tunes : With which alſo we may reckon 
many evils and vexations which belong 
thereunto ; when they bring Merchandize 
from other Countries, which are not any 
ways 
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ways neceſſary to the life of man, hut on- 
ly for the amuſement of women and chil- 
dren, as if our nature af it ſelf was not 
enough infirm and inclinable to dote on 
fopperies, but we muſt by ſuch fooleries 
as theſe whet and ſtir it up, whileſt that 
there is neither Kingdom nor Province 
which they cheat not by theſe novelties; 
and the worſt is, having received an im- 
preſſon of ſtrange manners, they commu- 
nicate them to us with their Merchandize ; 
and that's not all neither; for under pre- 
tence and colour of Trafhck, they hold 
Intelligence and Correſpondency with For- 
reign Princes, diſcover our ſecrets, lend 
them Money, and in the end fell and be- 
tray their Country z which hath beenex- 
perienced in France, to the great detri- 
ment and deſolation of many people : But 
letting pals thouſands of their frauds which 
they ule, as Sophiſticating and diſguiling 
their Drugs, though mens lives are con- 
cerned in them, yet nevertheleſs their art 
depends ſo much upon't, that they inſtru& 
their Fators and Servants in their Mi- 
nority, and to them who can with moſt, 
cunning fal6fy, forſwear, lye, zquivocate,, 
counterfeit the Genuoiſe, Florentine, Vene=, 
tian, they will give greater wages, And 
the matter is brought now to that _ 
tnat 
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that you durſt ſcarcely go out of a. Shop, 
after having bid money for a Commodity, 
but returning preſently, you ſhall find it 
changed and another offered to you as 
the ſame by theſe youngſters, who make 
it no matter to engage their ſouls to 
the Devil, that they may enrich their 
Maſters. 

There is another ſort alſo of Merchants, 
whom we have not as yet taken notice of, 
who ſet forth their Shops with other 
mens eſtates, and borrow of one and the 
other, and after that they have by ſuch 
artifices as theſe amaſſed great ſums of mo- 
ney, turn Bankrupts, and fly far enough 
from their Creditors finding them, where 
they live at their eaſe on Bat which they 
have cheated and defrauded, leaving their 
Creditors oftentimes in ſuck poverty, that 
there has been them ſo deſperate as to hang 
themſelves, ſeeing. that they. are fruſtrated 
of that which they thought as ſure, as in 
their own poſſeſſion : Which things being 
ſeriouſly conſidered by the Athenians, they 
would not permit that Merchants ſhould 
dwell with other Citizens, but ordered 
them certain places a-part, where the 
Exerciſed their Merchandize : There hat 
been many Ancient Common-Wealths 
where the Merchants were not received 
into 
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into Dignities and publick Offices, nor ad= 
mitted to the Councel of the Citizens. 


| —— 


CHAP. IX. 
Of the Miſerable life of the Soldier. 


EXT let us conſider the Tragical 
Life of them which. ſerve-in : the 
Wars, which is ſo ſevere and' rigorous, 
that even the brute beaſts would have it 
in horror, who lie cloſe and hid in the 
night in their Holes and Caves : but the 
re | Soldier he watches always, and lodgeth 
y | himſelf at the Sign of the-Moon; indu- 
ir | reth the Rain, Wind, Hail, Snow, ſuffers 
it | hunger, heat and cold-; and when he hear- 
g | eth the ſorrowful fign of Battel, he muſt 
J I reſolve with himſelf, either to receive pre- 
n | ſent Death, or elſe to Murder his ge 
S | bour: and offereth himſelf to be killed 
y | for five-pence a day. Bur wouldeſt thou 
d | know how piteous and deplorable a Spe- 
d | Racle War is? Have you ever ſeen the 
Y Conflict. of the Bear with the Lyon, or 
h, | other like furious Beaſts? what roaring, 7 
1s | what rage, what cruelty they uſe in tear- © 
d | ing and difſmembring one another? Out 
E ow 
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kow much greater cruelty is it when we 
ſee Man againſt Man, transformed as it 
were into brute Beaſts, exerciſing their 
paſſionate humours againſt their fellow 
Creature? But not to take notice of an 
infinite of evils which thereon depend. — 
It is the poor people who have Built fo 
—_—_ Towns and Cities, and who 
by their pains and labour have enriched 
them, 'Fortified and maintained . them; 
but they ſee them demoliſhed, waſted and 
{poifed ; their Cattel driven away, their 
Corn burnt-up - and deſtroy'd, and ma- 
ny times their ſelves-murdered; always in 
fear and perpetual anxiety. There's no Fa- 
mily that lamenteth not : The Arts.and 
ingenious Sciences are negleRed, and. lye 
altogether diſregarded ; the poor people 
hindred, and-are forced to ſtarye and pe- 
riſh with hunger, or fly and betake them- 
ſelves to unlawful ways, that . they may 
ſuſtain their poor and miſerable lives.— 
Fhe Virgins they are Violated, the Chafte 
Matrons are Forced and Raviſhed, the 
Laws are Silenced, Humanity and Aﬀabi- 
lity are Extinguiſhed, Equity is Suppreſ- 
ſed, Religion is Contaminated , Holy 
\Biaces Prophaned, the Ancient Men car- 
ried away ' Captive, .and {ee | oftentimes 
their Childrens brains daſhed. out _ 

car 
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their Faces, —Women made Widows; 
Children, Orphans z and-an infinite of evils 
and Calamities too: long .to-be recounted, \ 
The.'Kings, Princes and Monarchs envied;; 
for the Subfidies which they Levy-from-the 
people z' there's ſcarce any thing ſave mur- 
murings, hatred, curſmngs and imprecati- 
ons.—— Strangers muſt be courted: and en- - 


tertained into ſervice .great.ſums of, Mo-.; 


ney. muſt be disburſed for the carrying, o-1 
the delign,, whether! by -Sea or. wi) 
Muſt Fortifie Bulwarks, Ramparts, ſet-up 7 
Tents, Train Machins, Cannons,” Armed 
Chariots, clear Ditche, {et Watches and 
Sentinels, and the like exerciſes of War. 
But alas, ls it not ſufficient that Nature 
hath created Man ſo miſerable and abje& 
a Creature, and ſubje& to ſo many, evils, 
but that over and; above, he muſt be 
plagued with the milſeries of War ! a peft 
{o ſtrange and pernicious, that it compre- | 
hendeth and ſurmounteth all other kind 
of evils :. $o-cruel and. contagious, that;it-- 
fliteth not only the wicked,but many times 
the harmleſs and innocent. . Moreover, If , 
that our rage exerted it ſelf only againſtthe 
Stranger, or Barbarian, the Vitory over , 
whom being gained, might bring ſome. 
contentment to the Vitor. —— But good | 
God! Would we know what. are the 
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| cence? Many'ave dead; manly Duvt Indboured, 
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Glories and Trophies of the Wars amongſt 
-Chriftian Princes? Their faftey and con- 


Nervation 15* the ruin of their Nerghbours, 


the riches are! the poverty /and ſpoils of 
others, 'their”-foy 45 the Tamentation and 
texts/'of 'others;; and- for the moſt parr, 
their Vitories are not fo Fortunate, but 
that the Vitor and Vanquifhed do ſament 
both - together : for - there was never any 
Battd'fo Happy, but the Conquerour him- 
{ef reperited, if totiched with: the leaft 
Hutnanity: {Some -Heathens - there - have 
been” that have fredy -confeſſed it, as the 
great Emperour Afarc. Aureline, who at- 
ter-many glorious Vitories obtained of 
His*Enemies 3} as'he was 'reccived in Trt- 
uitph in Rome, reſenting-ir{ his foul the 
injury which he had done his fellow Crea- 
tyres; begun to cry out as he was drawn 
in his Trivymphant Chariot : What greater 
foolery or vanity can a Roman Emperony be 
gniley of, becauſe that he bas forced many 
Towns and Cities,altered and diſturbed their 
Pac#fick, Government, deſtroyed and raifed 
their Fortereſſes and Caſtle, robbed the - 


poor, and enriched- the Tyrants, made an in- 


1 finite of Widows and Orphans, and for the 


amends of all this waſte and damage, we 
are received with ' Triamph- and' Magmff- 


and 
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and one alone has the glory, To whichhe a4- * 
joyns, By the immortal gods (ſaith he) when 
they condutted me to Romey ſuch Trixmph, 

and I ſaw the poor Captives led mi Chams, 
and heard the lamentation of the Widews, 1 

remembred the dead, and beheld an infinite 

Treaſure ll gotten, if I rejoyced in publick, , 

I wept aud lamented in private, ond began io 
exclaim againſt Rome, ſaying. , Viherefore 

. doit, thou rejoyce; at pthers' Mirforiipgt # 
Artthou wore Ancient than Babylon, Figr- 

er than Hcely, Richer than Carthage, Srrong- 

er than Troy, more Peopled than Jhebes, 
wore ſurrounded with Ships than Gopigih, | 
more Delicious than Tixe, more Fortwnete | 
tha Numance, which are: all rnin'd. a0dacs 
cay d,though guarded with fo many Vertuon ? 
and oſt thou think to abiae continually, that 
art ſtuffed up with ſo many Vicious ? believe it 
4s a thing certain, that that glory whith now 
5 with thee, was formerly with them; ard 
the deſtruition which 1s now with-theys, will 
certainly be with thee alſo. re wenot 
afraid and aſhamed, we who a're brought 
up in a better School, and Illurninated with 
the Divine Spirit , That thiis Pager ſhall 
rile up in judgment agaunſt-us, who: ſet 
at lo.low a rate me&fis lives, . ſeeing that 
War already hath ſo many years diſturbed | 
Chriſtev*'x6m, that you ſcarce find a Coun- 
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try in Exrope which is not tainted with 
Humane Slaughter * 
\  *Halaricss King- of the Goths having 
Sacked Rome, (as recounteth Paul.Orofityz) 
made Proclamation, T hat there ſhould be 
no violence or hurt done to them who 
had betaken themſelves for refuge to the 
Churches ; but the matter is come to that 
' * paſs iy our days, that there is no ſecuri 
in the Temples and Holy Places, in whic 
Virgins and Matrons have been Deflowr- 
ed and Violated, and the- Sheep of Jeſus 
Chriſt Slaughtered : ſo much have men 
- exceeded the bounds of Juſtice and Piety, 
who without favour or reſpe& to Ape, 
Seas,, or Dignity, Maffacre all, and feem 
to fight and ruin Nature it {elf : But how 
- come wwe 1o inclinable and ready to deftroy 
and rwin them, for whoſe conſervation 
the Lord hath died ? Why are we fo prodi- 


al-of their lives and blood; for whom Je- | 


1us Chi:{ has ſhed his ? Why have we not 
as- much compaſſion of our Brethren and 
Fellow-Ctreatures, as the brute Beaſts have 
one of another? who exert not their rage, 
nor ſhew- forth their cruelty againſt them 
- of their own krwnd; or if that it happen 
that they 6ght and comnhar, it is then when 
they are prefſed with hunger, or for the 
defence of their young, and tE *7 defend 

them- 
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themſelves with thoſe arms which Nature 
has beſtowed on them, without joyning. 
Thunders and Machines invented by the 
Devils; there bei m"_ on earth which 
is not quelled and vanquiſhed by the foxce 
and fury of the Cannon : ſo that this In- 
vention is not only more dangerous and 
miſchievous than ' all other Arms, but is 
alſo more pernicious than venom or pois 
{on, | 


——  — — 


CHAP. X 
The Miſeries of Countiers conſidered, 


E have before diſcourſed on the 
buſineſs of War, an the gain and 
advantage which accrues to men thereby : 
Let us look now into the Palaces of Princes, 
and fee what is the Felicity of the Cour- 
tier : and to him who looks that way, can 
there ſeem to be any greater happineſs than 
to be favoured by his Prince ? have always 
his ear ready ?—Be careſſed, honoured,and 
tought to by every one ? but you ſhall find 
them there who are crafty as the Fiſher- 
man, who as ſoon as ever his Net is filled, 
up he draws, and is gone with all: and o- 
thers who play at put-out; ſome tay till 
E 4 they 
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they ate full as Sponges, and in the end 
are ſqueez?d themtfelves out of all they 
have : Others do nothing elle but invent 
Subſidies, and ſeek means whereby they 
may fill the Treafury of their Kings, and 
enrich themſelves with the ſpoils of the 
poor people: and the Princes ſometimes 


deal with them as we do with our Hogs, | 


letting them fat themlelves, that we my 
eat and devour them, and then preferring 
new . ones in their places. Behold how 
theſe poor miſerable Courtiers fell their 
liberty to enrich themſelves. They muſt 
obey all commands, whether juſt or unjuſt ; 
forcing themſelves to laugh when their 
Prince laugheth, and cry when he cries; 
to approve what he approves, to condemn 
what he condemns ; muſt ſubje& his humor 
to every ones, alter and wholly change 
his nature : be ſevere with thoſe that are 
ſevere, ſad with the forrowtul, and tran(\- 
form himſelf almoſt into the nature of 
them whom he would pleaſe: If the Prince 
be incontinent, he muſt be fo too ; if he be 
cruel, he muſt take delight in effuſion of 
blood : In ſhort, he muſt {ympathize with 
the humor of the Prince whom he ferveth, 
though oftentimes a ſmall offence wipes 
out all the ſervices which he has done in 
all his life before. Which. they who ſcr- 
ved 
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ved the Emperour Adrian experienced, 
who after having been by him raiſed. up to 
the higheſt Eſtates and Dignities, by the 
means and reports of ſome flatterers, were 
not only diveſted of that honour which 
was given them, but were alſo declared 
his Capital Enemies: Which Plato having 
conſidered and foreſaw in the Court of 
the Athenians, left them their delicacies, 
yet howloever could not ſo well rule him- 
ſelf, but that he returned to Denis, Ty-. 
rant of Sicily, who in the end fold him 
to Pirates; and worſe fared it with Zeno 
the Sage Ancient Philoſopher, whom Pha- 
lars tor latisfation of his Services, put 
cruelly to Death : In. the like manner did 
the King of Cyprus to Anacreon, and the 
Noble Philoſopher Anaxagoras, and Nero 
to his Maſter Seneca, and Alexander to Cat 
liftenus, becauſe he would not adore him, 
cutting off his feet, ears and hands, and 
plucked out, his eyes, leaving him to the 
mercy of an auſtere Priſon, where he mi- 
ſerably ended his days : and this hath been 
oftentimes the reward of many Learned 
men, who not willing to obey the unrea- 
{onable defires of their Princes, loſt their 
lives for the recompence of their Services 
an4 wholeſom Counſels. Not to take ng- 
tice of many other evils which do ordina- 
E $5 rily 
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rily follow them which haunt the Court, 
where the moſt part of things are carried 
on corruptly; many at the Court ſeeing 
thee, take off their Hats to thee, who 
would willingly take oft thy Head ; he 
bows his knee to thee, that would will- 
ply break his Leg that he might carry 
thee to thy Grave': Such a one is there 
called Worſhipful, who better deferves 
the name of 'Harzman:; If you would be 


an Adulterer at the Court, you ſhall not ' 


want aſſociates ; it you have Quarrels with 
any one, you ſhall there find aſſiſtants 
for —_—— themon ; if you would Lye, 
you ſhall find them that will fivear to 
it ; if you would Steal, they will learn 
you a thouſand ſubtilties and Inventions ; 
it you would Game, you ſhall there find 
more cheats than at Gaming-Ordinaries ; 
if you would Forſiwear and bear falſe wirt- 
nefs, you ſhall be hired and paid for it : 
In ſhort, if you would give your ſelf over 
to all ſorts of wickedneſs and villany, you 
fhall find there true Examples and Formu- 
laries : and this is the Life of a great num- 
ber of Courtiers, and this is that where- 
in they employ their yonth, which is not 
youth but z tranſitory death: as for old 
men, know you what they get,Gray-heads, 
their Feet full of Gevty humors , their 
Mouth 
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Mouth Tooth-lecſs , their Reins full of Gra- 
vel, their Hearts full of Penſiveneſs, and 
their Souls full of Sin: In ſhort, Of the 
Court there is little to write, but much 
to murmur and complain of ; but to him 
that deſires more of that SubjeR, let him 
read the Book of De Guevars Biſhop of 
Mondovent, and Chronicler to the Empe- 
rour : And eAneas Silvins, who have com- 
poſed Two moſt Excellent Treatiſes on 


| that Matter; where they have ſo perfect- 


ly ſetforth the Courtier, that they have 
cut off all hope from them who will write 
after them, of adding any thing. 


oe 4D. 


C84 T 


CHA FP. XL 


Of the Miſeries attending the Life 
of Kings and Emperours. 


TD UT leave we the Courtiers with their 
reſtleſs and miſerable Lite : And let 

us now conſider the Life of Monarchs and 
Emperours, for whom it ſ{eemeth as it 
were that Felicity was created : for it you 
would et. before you every thing which 
may- make the Life of Man happy, joy- 
ful and content, you ſhall find, that For- 
tune, amongſt all other mortals, hath been 
abundantly Munificent to them : What 
maketh maq._mere admirable than plenty 
of Riches, Dignities, Kingdoms and Em- 
pires? Licence and Power to do either 
g00d or evil, without Contradition or 
CorreQion ? means to exerciſe Liberality, 
all forts of Voluptuoſneſs and Pleaſures, 
as well of the mind as the body? all that 
may be wiſ't for, or any ways condu- 
cible to the delight of man, whether it 
be'in reſpe& of cating or drinking ? as þ 
alſo in their Magnificent Services, Uten- 
{us and Veſtments, which may tickle the 
Senſcs 
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Senſes, and cajole Humane Concupiſcence ?_ 
all which are prepared from the Cradte,that * 
they might lead their lives with greater . 
Content and Felicity : Which Diſcourſe 
if we will only conſider externally, there's. 
none but would confeſs that they Triumph 
along in that which all others languif aft- 
ter z. but if we would conſider things alit- 
tle more near, and weigh them in a juſt 
balance, we ſhall find that thoſe very things 
which we think degrees whereby to reach 
Felicity, are the true inſtruments of Vice 
and Miſery, Whar ſignifies their coſtly 
Robes, their Honourable Attendance, and 
delicate Meats, when that they are in 
continual fear of being poilon'd, and bes 
tray'd by thoſe that Serve them? Have 
we not had experience of this in our time? 
Does not Platinus write of a certam Pope 
who was poyſon'd by his Servants that 

elented him with paper coming off from 

is ſtool : Others with the ſmoke of Flam- 
bo's and Torches, *Tis a thing horribl 
ſtrange, that humane malice is ſo muc 
increaſed ; there having been found them 
that have mingled poylon with the Sacred 
Hoſt, as did a certain Sienots, who caus'd 
the death of many perſons; and effeted 
in this manner the death of the Emperour 
Hen, 7th, as may be ſeen in Fufſchix - 
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the 1 Book of his Compoſition of Medi- 
caments, Hiſtories make mention of cer- 
tain Emperours, who durſt not repoſe 
themſelves at night on their Beds, till there 
had been ſearch made in all the parts of 
their Chambers for fear of being Mur- 
dered whilſt they ſlept : others would ne- 
ver permit that Barbers ſhould ever touch 
their Faces, leſt that taking off their Hair, 
they ſhould take away their lives z and are 
moreover 1o fearful, that they dare not 
put the meat which they have before them 
in their mouths, till eſſay be made whether 
it be poylon, Were it not better, faith 
Zulu Ceſar, to dye once, than to live al- 
ways in ſuch a continual fear ? And what 
felicity can he have, though chief of all, 
having ſo many under his protection , 
who muſt watch for them all, and hear 
all their complaints, and the particular 
_o_—_— of every one, endeavouring the 
afety of every individual : inviting ſome 
by liberality to do well, others by fear 
and terror. —He muſt not be leſs folicitous 
for maintaining peace amongſt his people, 
than to defend them from the Incurſions 
and Invaſions of Foreigners. Pogge Flo- 
rentin hath made a particular Treatile con- 
cerning the Infelicity of Princes (he means 
wicked ones), where he ſaith, That #/xal- 
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ly three ſorts of people are 'to them moſt a 
greable and familiar : the flattertrs hold the 
firſt rank, who are the C apital ' enennes of 
truth, empoyſoning their ſouls with ſo peſti- 
ferons a venome, that it 15 contagions to all 
the world, their raſhneſs and fooliſhneſs they 
term wiſdom and prudence}, their cruelty, 
juſtice ;, their luxury and laſcivouſneſs, gaye- 
ties and paſtimes ; if they are covetous, they 
call them thrifty and frugal ; if prodigal, 
free and liberal: ſo that there can be no 
Vice with which their Prince us not infetted, 
but they'l diſguiſe and palliate it under pre- 
tence of ſome Vertue. The ſecond are the 
inventors and contrivers of new Subſidies, 
who reſt: never a night, but that in the mor- 
ning they bring hp new projett to the 
Prince, how he may draw Money from hs 
poor people, canſing new Laws to be compo- 
ſed, abrogate, form, reform, diminiſh, ad- 
joyn, demand confiſcations and proſcripti- 
ons : fo that their whole ſtudy 1s nothin 

elſe but to encreaſe the calamitzes and wiſe 
ries of the SubjetF, There are alſo another 
kind, who under pretence of honeſty, and love 
of virtue and goodneſs, bave always their 
eyes on the lives and manners of others , 
eſpying and watching their miſcarriages, that 
they may give notice of them to their Prince, 
that they may get their Eſtates, and build 
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«i their own Fortunes upen the ruins of 0- 
ther men, and care not.if they make them loſe 
their Irves, ſo that they may go away with 
what they have. — Wherefore the Ancients 
(as writeth Heroditas) if that their Kings 
and Princes were born away by injuſtice 
in publick adminiſtrations, they condem- 
ned them for Devils after their death : at- 
ſembling themſelves with their Prieſts in 
their Temples, and publickly prayed their 
gods that they would not receive them 
into happineſs, recommending them to the 
Infernal furies, that they might condignly 
torment them. Which has not been only 
obſerved of the Ancients, but alſo of the 
Moderns of our time, who have uſed ſuch 
like imprecations, as recounteth Don An- 
tonine de Guevara, Chronicler to the Em- 
perour, in his Epiſtle, where he faith, That 
ro the Viceroy of Sicily, for vengeance of the 
Tyrannies that he exerciſed towards his Sub- 
jetts, they put after his death en his Sepul- 
chre the Epitaph which follow: : 


Quz propter nos homines, 
Et propter noſtram ſalutem, 
Deſcendit ad inferos. 


Who for us men, 
And for our ſalvation, 


Deſcended into H<-ll. Theſe 
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Theſe then are ſome of the miſeries which 
accompany the Scepter; the Fhorns which 
they have for counterpoiſe of their Royal 
Dignity, which ought to be as a Lamp to 
light all the world ; but when ?tis obſcu- 
red with Vice, it is more fignally reproach- 
ful than in any private perſon : for they 
fin only(as writeth Plats) through the fault 
that they commit, but theſe by the ill ex- 
ample which they give. If it be hard then 
and difficult to. be good (as writeth Ht 
ſied), yet is it harder and more difficult 
for Kings to be ſo : For the great Ho- 
nour and Delicionſneſs which they ſee 
themſelves poſſeſſors of, are as fo many in- 
ducements to evil.. What was Sal before 
he was choſen King ? how greatly was his 
Virtue celebrated in holy Writ, whom the 
Lord himſelf had choſen ? yet nevertheleſs 
was it ſoon eclipſed. How admirable was 
the beginning ofthe Reign of Solomon ? but 
being plunged in Kingly delights, he gave 
himfelf wholly a prey to women, Of 
twenty two Kings of F«dab, there was but 
five or ſix found who perſiſted in virtue 
and goodneſs. As for the Kings of 1/raet, 
if you would ſearch into their Lives, from 
Feroboam Son of Nebat, even to the laſt, 
they being nineteen in number, have all of 
them ill governed and managed the affairs 
of 
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of their Kingdoms, If you conſider the 
Eſtate of the Aſſyriavs, Perſians, Greeks 
and Egyptians, they will prefent more' bad 
than good. What have been the Kings 
and Roman Emperours, who have gover- 
ned one of the moſt louriſhing Empires of 
the world ? have they not been devoted 
to all kind of vice and cruelty ? ſo that 
we cannot read their ſcandalous Lives in 
Hiſtory without horror and deteſtation. 
What was the State of the Rowan Repub: 
lick, before that Sylla and Aarins maimed 
it, before Cataline and Catullus troubled 
it, before Fulizs Ceſar and Pompey con- 
founded it, before that Auguſtiarand 2M. 
Anthony deſtroyed it, before T yberius and 
Caligula defamed it, before that Dowmzts- 
an and Nero corrupted it ? for although 
they enriched it with many Countries and 
Kingdoms, yet nevertheleſs the Vices that 
they brought with them, are greater than 
the Kingdoms that they Conquered : for 
the riches thereof are loſt, but the Vices 
continue. What remains are there now 
of the memory of Romulus, to whom the 
Romaz City owns its Foundation ? of Vu: 
ma Pompilus, who ere&ed {o high the Ca- 
pitol ? of Ancus Marcius, who environed 
it with walls? of Brutus, who delivered 
it from Tyrants? of Camillus, who- drove 
our 
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out the French? Do they not yield us the 
knowledg, how little felicity there is in 
Principality, which-is more ſubje& to the 
aſſaults of Fortune, than any thing elle in 
the world ; for oftentimes the thread of 
their lives come to break in the hour that 
they hope moſt ; and the infamy of their 
ations is ſet down in Hiſtorical Recard:; 
which Kings and&Þrinces, and others con- 
ſtituted in Authority, ought a thoufand 
times more to fear, than the ſlanderoys 
tongue that can defame only the living ; 
but writing makes ignominious thoſe that 
are dead; Which things being exaQly 
weigh'd by Diocleſian and 'other Princes, 
they abandoned their Scepters and Em- 
pires, and betook themſelves to folitary 
retirements; and were contented with lit- 
tle, rather than luxuriouſly to enjoy the 
volatile pleaſures of the world, 
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CHAP. XII. 


The Miſeries incident to Popes and 
Prelates. 


UT leave we Kings and Emperours : 
LI Andlet us come to the Eccleſiaſticks, 
beginning at their chiefs, which are the 
Popes and Prelates : And are they not hap- 
py and fortunate in this world ? Their 
'Dignities being the Supreme of all, and ac- 
quired without pain and labour z without 
Wars, Weapons, and effuſton of blood, 
and conſerv'd without perils; they com- 
mand and controul all : Monarchs reve- 
rence and honour them; being rich and 
impal'd with Honour and Dignities, But 
if you will conſider the end of the Tra- 
gedy,. you will be ſo far from judging them 
| happy, or envy their high Eſtates, that 
you would rather pity them. For if they 
would well govern the Ship of St. Peter, 
according to the Command of God, they 


niuſt become as a publick Vaſſal, whole, 


life is expoſed for the common good : they 
watch alone whileſt others ſleep, being as 
it were the Sentinels of the people, with- 
out 
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out relief or repoſe, all the minutes of 
their lives being employed for the pub- 
lick ſafety, left any of their Flock be 
ſeduced and led away by Satan.—For if 
it be fo as St. Chriſoſtome obſerves, (trea- 
ting on the Firſt of the Hebrews that 
he that is regent of one Church only, 
may hardly be ſaved , ſo great a charge 
hath” he :; In what danger then ſhall we 
ſay are the; Popes, who are Guardians 
and Prote&ors of ſo many Churches ? 
which Pope Adrian(being a man of a good 
life} was accuſtomed to ſay with tears 
to his private Friends, That amongſt all 
the: States in the world, there ſeemed 
none to him "more [miſerable than that of 
the Papacy' and” Prelacy:: For although 
the Throne where he ſits be richly *ador-- 
ned; yer was it befet with Thorns and. 
Prickles: the coſtly Robes with which they, 
were covered being ſo weighty, that it 
wearied the ſhoulders of the moſt ſtrong 
and vigorous ; and as for the Diaper*d Mt- 
tre which they wore on their heads, it 
was a real flame, which burned to the in- 
moſt receſfes'of their fouls. And certain-" 
ly ſo great is their charge, ſo great and 


Fri is their account which they mult ren- 


der to the Great Shepherd of the Fold, 
that it would make a man tremble with 
AHSD horror 
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horror to think of it : and yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this, and .the particular and 
politive Prohibition of the Church to the 
contrary; yet how-many are there that. 
heap up Parſonage upon Parionage, and 
joyn Living to. Living, and are more 10- 
licitous for the encreale of their Benefices, 
than they are for the Souls of their people ? 
committing them to their Curates, and.to 
them oftentimes that will be. hired the 
chcapeſt; who as they ſerve God by their 
Procurator, w:!l if -the Lord prevent not, 
be damn'd in their own proper Perſons. I 
know and am fully perſwaded that there 
are ſome, who as they are called to pum 
Offices and Dignities in the Church than 
others., ſo likewiſe they have need of 
greater Revenues than others to ſupport 
them: 1 mean our Reverend and Sacred 
Hierarchy; but with the others it is not 
ſo, the cale being quite otherwiſe. 
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CHAP. XII 


Of the Miſeries which attend them 
who Adminiſter in Publick, A4f- 


fairs. 


U:T-leaving the Popes and Prelates.: 

Let us come to conſider the Lives: of 
thoſe who Adminiſter in Publick Afﬀairs, 
as the Judges and Stateſmen ;.and we ſhall 
fiad them too, as little free from miſery as 
the others : and if there ſeem to ariſe.any 
pleaſantneſs from the honour of the Im- 
ptoy, yet is it tranſitory and inconſtant,; 
their ations alſo paſſing before the eyes. 
of the vulgar, who although they cannot 
perfetly underſtand the reaſons of things, 
yet will they cenſure and defame them 
whoſe-doings are ahove their capacities : 
And therefore Plato well compared them 
to a Monſtcr with many heads, Fraudulent, 
Mutable and Uncertain; prone to Anger, - 
to Praiſe, Diſpraiſe, Eſteem, Vilifie, with- 
T out Judgment or Diſcretion, Inflexible, 

Unlearned ; and the Lives forſooth of them 
who are the Rulers, muſt þe'conformable- - 
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to their Opinion : for as they Judg in pub- 
lick, fo will they judg them in private ; 
and not only concerning matters of Im- 
portance, but of thoſe which are- of little 
conſequence (and as Plutarch hath well ta- 
ken notice of), they will always have fome- 
thing which will be the matter -of their 
contradiftion, The Athenians murmured 
againſt Symonides, becauſe he ſpoke too 
loud. The Thebans accuſed Paniculus for 
his often ſpitting. . The Lacedemonians no» 
ted their Lycurgus, becauſe he went with 
his head ſtooping. The Romans found great 
fault in Sczpro, by reaſon of his ſnoring in 
ſleeping. The Uticenſes defamed good Ca- 
to, becauſe that in eating he chewed on 
both ſides of his mouth. Pompey ſeemed to 
them uncivil, becauſe he fexarched himſelf 
enly with one finger. The (arthaginians 
blamed Hamibal becauſe he went unbut- 
toned, Others reprehended Fxlius Ceſar, 
becauſe forfooth he wore his girdle care- 
leſsly. Yet is all this but little in reſpe& 
of what they have done to other Famous 
Worthtes; Baniſhing and putting them to 
Death for the good Service which they 
have done them. The great.Grecian Ora- 
tor Demoſthenes, who was fo Loyal a pro- 
teQor of the Athenian Republick, was 
Banifhed by them as a petſon guilty ofſome 


ng- 
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notable crime. Socrates was likewiſe poy= <. 
ſoned. Hannibal was fo ill treated by his 
own, that he was forced to wander up and 
down miſerably through the world. The 
Romans handled Camilius after the ſame 
manner. The Grecians ſerved far worſe 
Lycurgus and Solon, one of whom was 
ſtoned, the other having his eyes pulPd 
out, was as a murderer drove into exile. 
And as we have ſet before us the faults and 
miſeries which ariſe from the peoples part, 
{o likewiſe muſt we put in counterpoize 
rhe errors and corruptions which abound 
in wicked Judges ; ſome of whom are over- 
aw'd by fear, leſt they ſhould diſpleaſe 
ſome great Perſonage, and therefore vio- 
late Juſtice, and are as Pilate who con- 
demned Jeſus Chriſt for the fear which 
he had of diſpleaſing the Emperour Tybe- 
rius: Other Magiſtrates are —— by 
affetion, as Herod the Tetrarch, who that 
—he might fooliſhly comply with the love 
which he bore to the dancing Girl, ad- 
judged to death St. Fohn the Baptiſt, not- 
withſtanding his being ſenſible of his Vertue 
and Innocency. Some are withheld from 
the doing of Juſtice through hatred and 
particular animoſities, ſome by gifts and 
preſents, as were the Sons of the Prophet 


and High Prieſt Samuel; They love gifts 
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faith the Prophet, and ſeek, after retribr- 
tion ; they do not juſtice 'to the Orphans and 
Fatherleſs, ard" hear” not the tanſe of the 
Widow : and in another place, Cnrſed' be 
all ye-who are led away by money and ins 
rreanes, by love or batred,that judg cvil good, 
and pood evil ; malzng lipht darkneſs, ava 
.Aarkneſs kght + Curſed be ye who have re- 
ſpe& not to the merit of the Cayle, but the 
Peeſor; who have not regard to the equity 
of the matter brought Fofore ye, bur the 
Gifts and Preſents ; who mind- not what 
reaſon ſuggeſts, but only/affeftion. You 


. arediligent in'the*cavſes of the rich, but 


put away them ef the poor; you are to 
themauſtere and rigorous, but to the rich 
affable and traQable ; the poor cryeth out, 
Þut no one regardeth; the rich ſpeaketh, 
and all the world hearkeneth, extolling 
his words to the heavens : - and yet this 1s 
not enovgh,for when they are in the herght 


- of honour, they have another worm that 


Snaws them, like the Mother of Zebedee, 
that their Children might be placed in 
their honours and dignities, although they 
be never ſo ignorant and uncapable. They 
are- exalted and enriched, {aith the Pro- 
—_ Feremah, They are become fat, they 

ave had no regard to the Fatherleſs, and 
beve rot excented judgment for the oy 
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Shall I not viſit for theſe things, ſazth the 


bre- Lord? ſhall I not take vengeance on ſuch a 

1d people ? you bave condemned and put to death 

” the innocent, ſaith 'St. Fames, you have bs- 
e 


ved in wy on the earth, taken your eaſes 
filled your hearts : And now facth: the Lord 
of Hoſts, Weep and howle in you miſery 


nd Tour riches are corrupted, your coſtly and 
e- ſumptuons garments are full, of moths, your 
1c gold and ſilver is overſpread with ruſt; anll 
di the ruſt of it ſhall witneſs again{# you, 'anil 


the-Widows have pierced ever unto mw 
Threne. Thele are the complaints which 
the Prophets and Apoſtles poured out a- 

ainſt mercenary Judges; theſe are the cen- 
| which the Lord hath thundred a+ 


gainſt them, 


ſhall "— fleſh as fire + For the rears of 
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CHAP. XIV. 
Of the Miſeries of Marriage. 


TT ET us now conſider the happy or 
unhappy ſtate of Marriage: and it is 
moſt certain, that if we would forge in our 
minds the Idea of an excellent and ac- 
compliſht Marriage on every ſide, as Pla- 
to hath made.in his Republicl and St. Au- 
ftin in his City .of God; There's nothing, 
in this world which may equal that ſtate 
in delight : it being the conſummation and 
real comfort of all our hopes and de- 
fires, and the end of all our travel : That 
this is true, will more certainly appear, if 
we.conſider every thing :- their Fortunes 
as well proſperous as adverſe, are common; 
the bed common, the children common ; 
and which is more, there's ſo great com- 
monality of body and union of ſouls, that 
they ſeem as two transformed into one : 
and if the pleaſure ſeemeth great to us, of 
onferring our affairs and ſecrets to our 
riends and thoſe that are neareſt us, how 
much greater is the delight which we re- 
$iye from the opening of our —_ to 
ry 
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her, who is linked to us in ſuch honds of 
love and duty, who is even as our ſelyes, & 
to whom we diſcover the moſt intimate re-- 
ceſſes of our ſouls? What greater teſtimo- 
ny can there be of vehement and indiffolui- 
ble amity, than to abandon and forſake Fa- 
ther, Mother, and all Relations, and to be 
as it were an enemy to ones ſelf, for to 
follow a Husband whom ſhe wholly cleaves 
to 3 and having all other _ mepriſt- 
on, depends alone on him ? Tf he be rich, 
ſhe keeps his wealth ; if poor, ſhe employ- 


,eth all the artifice which nature hath gi- 


ven her to ſhare with him in his adverſity z., 
if he bein proſperity, his felieiry'is doubt 
in her, ſeeing her participate in- it; if he 
be in adverſity, he beareth bnt half of the 
evil; and moreover he is comforted and af 
ſiſted by her; if he would dwelb retired 
and ſolitary at home, he hath one that 
will bear him company, who will com- 
fort him and make him digeſt more eaſily 
the incommodiouvineſs of folitude ; if he 
will go into the Country, ſhe conduQett 
him with her eye as far asthe fight of it 
can reach ; ſhe defireth and wiſheth - for 
him being abfent, ſigheth and compliin« 
eth, lamenting as if he- was - always 
near her; being returned, he is welcorty=d& 
and received mto her imbraces; fo that is 
:. F ; ſeemethy . 
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feemeth to ſpeak the truth, that the Wo- 
man is a Ccleſtial gift beſtowed upon man, 
as well for the retreſhment and content- 
ment of his Youth, as the repoſe and ſo- 
lace of his old Age. Nature can give us 
but one Father and one Mother, but Mar- 
riage repreſenteth many to us in our chil- 
dren, who reverence and honour us, and 
have us more dear unto them than their 
own lives; being young and little, they 
toy and-prattle about us, and prepare us 
an infinite of pleaſures: fo that they ſeem 
as it were amuſements and play-things 
which nature hath given us to deceive and 
Paſs away part of our miſerable life. Are 
we beſieged with old Age (a thing forced 
and common to all), they mitigate the 
irkſomneſs of it, cloſe our eyes, and take 
care of our decent burial z they being our 
fleſh and blood, in ſeeing them we behold 
our ſelves; {o that the Father ſeeing his 
Children, feeth himſelf as it were young a- 
gainin them, 'who immortalize him in pro- 
creating of others after him. 

- I would not for fear of being acculed 
of inconſtancy, deſpiſe that which I have 
ſo much exalted ; but becaule my Sub- 
jet which treateth of all States of Life, 
requires that I ſhould not excuſe this no 
more than others : I ſhall annar > in 
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ſhort, recapitulate that which 1 have read' 
in many Authors, who confeſs. with me 

that there. is muck of ſweetneſs. and de- 
licioulneſs in Marriage z, but if. one. did- 
well conſider and weigh in a juſt balance 

the great. and mſupportable vexations- 
which are found in it, it will appear to be 

repleniſh'd no leſs with mileries than 0- 

thers. The Athenians, a people famous for 
their wiſdom and prudence, obſerving.that 

the wives could not well accord with their 
Husbands by reaſon of. an- infinite of ſtrifes 
and diſſentions which aroſe ordinarily be- 
twixt them, were conſtrained to. eſtabliſh; 
in their Republick certain Magiſtrates. 
whom they  called' Recqncilers. of thoſe 
that were 'Married, the office and only 
buſineſs. of whom ;was to reduce them.to 
concord by all ways and means that were 
poſſible. The Spartaxs in their Republick. 
had likewiſe ordered certain Magiſtrates, 
whoſe charge it was to.correct the inſge 
lencies of women, repreſs their,arrogancyy- 
and curb their audaciouſnels: towards their 
Husbands, The Romans would. not ordain- 
Magiſtrates ( thinking with themſelves 
(perhaps) that men were not able to bri- 


dle the unbridled temerity of women.) *, 


but they would have their refuge to. theig 
gods, and-to that purpols they Onien | 
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ted a Temple to the goddeſs whom they 
called Yirsplaca, where they in the end 
made up their Domeſtick and private quar- 
rels: But who can patiently endure the 
charges of Marriage, the infotency and 
arrogancy of women, the yoke of to im- 
perfet a Sex? Who can furniſh and fatis- 
fie their luſtful appetite, their inſatiable 
pomp ? Saith not the Ancient Proverb, 
That Women and Ships are never ſo well fit- 
ted, but that one (hall find ſome thing or 0- 
ther that lacks mending. It thou takeſt her 
being poor, ſhe will be deſpiſed, and thy 
ſelf leſs eſteemed; if rich and wealthy, 
thou makeſt thy ſelf her ſlave and ſervant; 
for —_— eſpouſe an equal compa- 
nion, thou ſhalt betroth thy telf to an in- 

rtable Miſtreſs; if thou takeſt her 
deformed, thou canſt not love her; if 
comely and handſome, ſhe will be as a buſh 
at thy door to draw in company ; beauty 
is a Tower which is beſieged and aſſaulted 
by all the world : and indeed that thin 
is difficult to keep and preſerve, of which 
every one pretends to have the Key. Be- 
hold the hazard, ſaith De la Perriere, of 
thy round-heads being made forked, 
which indeed were a fearful Metamor- 
phoſis if it were viſible and apparent : The 
concluſion then is, That riches makes a wo- 
man 
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man proud z beauty, ſuſpicious; drfor-- 
mity, odious, &c. Wherefore Diponates 
having experimented the torments of Mar- 
riage, ſaid, That there was but two good 
days in it, one the wedding day, and the 0- 
ther in the which the wife died; the ons 
whereon they were Married and in which- 
they feafted and made good chear,, the 
other day (which he faid was good) was 
that on which the woman died, by the death. 
of whom the Husband was freed and de- 
livered from ſervitude. Hiſtory makes. 
mention of a Noble Roman, who the next. 
morning after he had lain with his Wife,, 
was very ſad. and penſive;.and _ queſti- 
oned by ſome of his Friends and familiars. 
of the reaſon of his ſadneſs, ſeeing that. 
his wife was comely, rich, and of a-Noble 
Extraftion: ſhewing them his foot, he, 
ſaith, Friends, my Shooe 4s new, neat, and, 
well made, but you know not what part of: 
my foot it rings me in. Philemon was wont. 
to lay, That.a woman was 4 neceſſary. evils: 
that there was nothing more ſcarcer in the. 
world than a good woman : Following the: 
ancient Proverb, That a good Woman,..4, 
good Mule, and a good Goat, were three- 
wicked Beaſts. Is any thing, faith Pla- 
rtarch, nimbler than the tongue oÞ an- un 
bridled woman ? any thing, more ſharp. 
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than her outrages? more raſh than her 
audaciouſneſs? more execrable than her 
malignity ? more dangerous than her fury ? 
and more diſhmulative than her tears ? 
not to take notice of every thing which 
he reckons up, that is more vexatious in 
a Conjugal ſtate 5 where oftentimes one 
is forced to bring up children of other 
mens getting; or if our own, we are in 
danger of their heing wicked, and they are 
oftentimes the diſhonour and deſtruicn 
of their Family, and a reproach to all 
their Generation, The Emperor Auguſtus 
was fully ſenſible of this, when he wiſh- 
ed* that his Wife had been Barren, and 
oftentimes called her and his Niece two 
blood-ſuckers. 

Marc. Aurelizs knowing well the advan- 
tages of Marriage; as he was importun- 
ed by ſome to marry his Davghter , 
Trouble me no more, faith he, with that 
matter, for if all the conſultations and 
advices of all the wife men in the World 
were met in one, yet would they not 
ſuffice in the buſineſs of Marriage ; and 
do you think that I can do it alone, and 
that 'f{o ſuddenly. It is-ſx years ſince, 
faith he, -that Antonius Pins choſe me 
for his Son-in-law, and gave me the Em- 
pire for a Dowry with: his —_—_ 
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and yet notwithſtanding both of us herein 
deceived, Lin taking his Daughter for my - 
Wife, and he in taking me for his SOns-. 
He was called Piu3, by reafon'of his mild-+ 
nels and Clemency to every one z but to! 
me, faith he, he hath been hard and. cruel, 
for in little fleſh he hath given me a great 
many bones, which are as Gall and 
Aloes, which we find mingled in the 
iweets of Marriage; which ( to ſpeak 
the truth ) we cannot ſo well mask or 
diſguiſe with artificial words, but that we 
ſhall be conſtrained to confeſs, that if we 
would put in counterpoize the Eclip- 
ſes and misfortunes, (eſpecially in ſecond 
Marriages) with the pleaſures and celights: 
thereof, that the. ore will wizgh d0frn and 
far ſurpaſs the other; and indeed he that 
hath Children by his firſt wife, and hath- 
thoughts of a ſecond Marriage, ought a- 
bove all things to conſider ( if fo be his 
Children are beloved by him, and doth 
deſire that they ſhould ſo continue ), 
that he now betroths himſelf to one 


whoſe ends and deſigns run in a chan- 


nel quite contrary to his; and ſhould 
we ſuppoſe her to be a woman of an 
even and pious temper, and one who. in 


almoſt .all things elle would ſteer by the = 


futes'*of impartial juſtice and good na» 
ure, 


s 
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ture, yet in this caſe would ſhe cry out 
with Falixs Ceſar, In aliis pietatem colam, 
and with Rebecca, That - my Son of this 
bond-woman ſhall not be heir with my Son, 
how well ſoever outwardly ſhe may pre- 
tend to the contrary. 


The end of the Second Book, 


[ 109] 


— — 


Heraclitus C briftianus . 
OR, THE 


>. A. 
SORROW. 
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Of the miſery ariſing to Men from 
the Diverſity of Religions. 


BY leaving the miſeries of Mar- 
riages, whether firſt or ſecond , they 
being enough to fill up whole Volumes: let 
us betake our felyes to the conſideration 
1 of other matters, which help to compleat 
” mans miſery; and. as if it were not e-' 
nough that all other things were full of 
forrow and anguiſh , and yielded us _ 

| g 
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thing but thorns and thiſtles, yet we muſt 
add and create to our ſelves more mi- 
ſery, and which indeed is the greateſt 
and comparatively the only miſery of all, 
I mean, the diſſentions and differences in 
Religion; for, ſeeing there is but one 
Verity amongſt ſo many variety of = 
nions 5 and but one way to Happintls, 
though people haye fancied thouſands : 
what do the poor ignorant ſort then 
think, what ſtraits and fears are they in, 
when they behold wiſer than themſelves 
crumbled into as many Sets as Men ? nay 
every little pretender to have gotten the 
keys of Heaven, and they therefore muſt 
come over to them if ever they think to 
getin there : and upon that account it is 
we ſee them flock ( poot ' wretches , be- 
ing willing to be happy.) to theſe Mounte- 
bancks, who aſſure no lefs, than to make 
them fo, and indeed it would make a man 
think -no lels,- by their ſawcy communi-. 
ons which they pretend to have wh th 
Divinity 5 making as if they were as privy 
to the inmoſt Counfels of Heaven , 
knEw its decrees as perfe&tly as their own 
diſimulations ; . and have power fo cen- 
fuce; if not to damn all that.oppofe them, 
though they trll them, nothing 'but'tha 
which they will at” laſt <cettainty* Mn 


true; 


{t 
b 
{t 


Wilt 
true; that *tis not words, nor looks that 
will make a man a favourite of Heavyeny 
but a vertuous and pious temper z. neither 
can any man judg of his Relation to God, 
but by his unwearied diligence in making 
himſclt like him: and though men of 
corrupt minds and various intereſts cry 
up Religion to be another matter, yet the 
foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, and will 


do, againſt all the reſtlets underminings of 


Its adverſaries, who for the yain-glorious 
Epithetes of Guide & Leader,and the keep- 
ing up their reputation amongſt the ſedu- 
ced Rabble, will continue to lead them on. 
( notwithſtanding the diftates of Piet 

and Reaſon )) into remedileſs and endleſs 
dſtrution; who were they really vir- 
tuous, and as much lovers of God as they 
are of their own private humours, the 
miſchiefs ariſing from the diverſity of O- 
pinions, would be for the moſt part, if not 
altogether «xctinguiſhed. How eafie were 
it for m.n, did they love themſelves and 
others, in a real religious relpe&t, to. 
centre altogether in union and concord 
in this World, and in endleſs repoſ&and 
hapr.ineſs in the next? But alas, men, 
love to be miferable and humourſom, and 
will prefer the Butterfly of their own 


private fancy, before the quiet and _ 
er- 
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ſervation of the whole race of Mankind ; 
would men-ſpend half that zeal and emula- 
tion in endeavours after Humility, and 
Charity, and contempt of the World, 
as they do in oppoſing Government and 
Order: Would men be as ready and 
as Willing to gratifie and meet Truth, as 
they are ready to cry out they are ſo: 
Would they be as willing and as ready 
to hearken to its ſuggeſtions, as they are 
to thoſe of pride as conceitedneſs : we 
ſhould then have no cauſe to complain of 
Humame miſeries upon this account, nor 
indeed upon any other. 
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CHAP. Il. 


Of divers Plagues wherewith men 


have been afftited. 


HE City of Conſtantinople hath 
been afflicted with fo great and 

ſuch an unheard of Peſtilence ,- that 
they that were ſtruck with it , imagin'd 
that their approaching deaths were not 
occafioned by the maladies they groaned 
under, but that they were kilPd by others, 
and died furiouſly with thefe apprehen- 
fions. In the time of Heraclee, there 
ſprung up ſuch a contagion in [raly, that 
in a little time it ſwept away thouſands ; 
and the violence of the diſtemper was ſo 
great, that many through impatiency in 
their ſickneſs, precipitated themſelves in- 
to the River Tibey that they might obtain 
ſome refreſhment in that extream heat 
which inwardly parched them. Thuc:- 
dides a Greek Author writeth, That in 
his time the Air was ſo corrupted in 
Greece, that there died an infinite number 
of people, without finding the leaſt reme- 
dy. Moreover, he addeth a thing more 
| ſtrange, 
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ſtrange, That thoſe who returned to their 
former health, loſt their memory and know- 
ledg ſo far , that they knew not one ano- 
ther : the Father not knowing hs own Son. 
Marc. Aurelizz, an Author worthy of 
Credit, aſſureth us, That in hu time rhere 
was ſuch a Mortality in Italy , that the 
kk who wrote of thoſe times, found 
leſs difficulty in counting the ſmall num- 
ber of thoſe that were alive, than in count- 
wag the great number of thoſe that were 
dead. The Soldiers of Vidwuu Caſſins be- 
ing in Selucia a City of Babylon, entred 
the great Temple of Apo, where they 
found a Cabinet, which having opened, 
and hoping therein to find a great and 
ineſtimable Treaſfure; there came. out 
ſuch an infe&ious air, .that it corrupted 
firſt all Babylon, afterwards Greece , and 
then Rowe, where it excited ſo many 
Peſtilences, that it deſtroy'd almoſt the 
third part of the World. But leaving 
the Ancient Hiſtories, let us-deſcend to 
them which have pait under our own 
age, as it were, that we who are Chri- 
ftians may learn by theſe great milcries 
and affliftions which God ſends us, to 
know the great weaknels and infir- 
mity of our Humane Condition. For 
when his anger is inflam'd againſt our 
fins, 
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ſins, he makes us feel the ſmart of his Ju-' 
ſtice ſo rigorouſly, that there is no kind 
of torment and vexation with which he 
does not afflit and perſecute his' Crea-, 
tures : What experience haye we had of 
this in the Year 1528, that when the 
Peſt invaded the French Camp during the 
—_— of Naples, the violence of the 
Diſtemper was ſo ſharp and fſud- 
den, that one was ſooner dead , than 
thought to be fo. - And this unhappy 
Difeale afflicted not only the Vulgar 
( who were by it almoſt extinguiſhed ) 
but alſo the Nobility and Commanders, 
the Lords of Lautrec, of Vaudemont, De la 
val, De Moleac, the Chateignary, Grand<, 
mont, and other notable perſonages,the me- 
mory of whom cannot b2 rehears'd with- 
out ſorrow; which happened alſo to the 
Engliſh when they had taken Boulon, 
In which City was ingendred fo great a 
Peſtilence , » he tne living could ſcarce 
bury the dead : fo that the King of Eng- 
land could not find in his Countrey any 
that would go and inhabit it : and 
was neceſſicated to carry them thither 
by force, bound and Manicl'd, for the 
more they carried, the more they died ; ſo 
that the Cantons of the City were cor- 
rupted and putrified, through the Exha- 


la- 
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lations and Vapors that proceeded from 
the dead Carcaſſes. ; 

The Year after that the defun& French: 
King eſpous'd Queen Elenor, Germany was 
aſſaulted with a new kind of Malady, 
of Fhych the Infeted died in lefs than 
24 hours in a peſtilential Sweat ;, and this 
diſtemper having taken its original from 
the Ocean, ſpread in an inſtant through- 
out all Germany, as a ſudden conflagra- 
tion which waſteth and conſumeth e- 
very thing; for before there could be 
found a Remedy, there died ſo many 
thouſands of men, that many Provinces 
became. as Deſarts and waſte places 
through. the putrefa&tion of the Air that 
conſum*d all that did touch it; and 
that the Air was ſo much infe&ted, that 
their- Garments were ſtain'd as it were 
with: a red Croſs. Foachim Scilerus 
writeth, That when the Peſtilence ſo 
vehemently tormented England for ſo- 
long time, the vigour of the Pogſon was 
Jo ſtrong, that not only Men w 
focated and extinguiſh'd by it, but alſbe 
Birds left their Eggs, Neſts, and little 
ones; the Beafts their Dens and Caverns, 
the Serpents and Moles appear'd in —_ 
pox. the Earth, leaving their proper abodes 
for wexation of the venomous Vapor con- 
tain'd 
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taind m the Earth, ſo that they were 
found dead under the Trees in the Fields, 
with Puſtules and Sores on their little mem- 
ber 


s. 

In the Year five hundred forty ſix, the 
laſt day of May, aroſe a Plague which 
laſted nine Months, fo great and terrible in 
Aix, a City of Province, that the people 
died at their Vidtuals, ſo that the Church- 
yards were ſo full of dead Corpſes , that 
ſcarce any place was to be found for the 
interring of thoſe that were brought 
thither : the moſt part of the ſick, the 
ſecond day fell into a Frenſie, and caſt 
themſelves into Wells: Others. threw 
themſelves out at Windows; Others were 
troubled with a Flux of Blood at the 
Noſe, which ran down night and day 
like a Flood, and with this effuſion of 
Blood they ended their lives : nay, the 
matter came to that extremity and deſo- 
lation, that the Women with Child miſ- 
carried in four days time, they and the 
Children which they went withal periſh- 
ing, who were found afterwards changed 
to a Violet and Azure colour, as if the 
blood was fcattered through the whole 
Body. In ſhort, the afflition was fo 
great, that the Father regarded not his 
Son, nor the Husband his Wifc, and mm 
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Gold and Silver in their hands oftentimes 
Jied through hunger and thirſt: and if 
-happen'd '#t any © time that they had 
wherewith to fatisfie Nature, the Diſtem- 
per was {o- ſevere and violent, that of- 
tentimes they were found dead with the 
meat ih their- mouths; and the fury of 
"the Malady was ſo enflam'd, that ſcarce- 
Ty could there be found a perfon free from 
It. And indeed, people were by one ſingle 
Jook infefted,a thing wonderfully ſtrange ; 
and4 their breath was ſo venomous, that 
thence immediately aroſe peſtilential Bu- 
boes. That which a Phiſician hath left 
ws in writing, is a thing wonderful and 
monſtrous in Nature, who being depu- 
cd by them of the City for to help and 
ſuccour the ſick , recounteth , That the 
Diſtemper was ſo ernel and malign, that not- 
withſtanding all Medicines, it ceas'd not to 
"Adeftroy all them that were therewith ſur. 
prized, having no other _ of eaſement 
*n their pains than by death; and were ſo 
mated and reſolute in this, that as 

; 4s they found themſelves therewith 
feized, they themſelves put an end to their 
miſerable lives, Which the ſame Phyſiciare 
' aſſerts, as having ſeen and experimented 
"if 52 many, eſpecially in a Woman whom: 
'be called at a Window, in order that (he 
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” take ſome Remedies, whom he per= 
eerved ' through the ſame, ſowing ' up 'hey 
Fi 11" htr "Winding ſheet * fo (har theſe 
tat mnterred' the infetted, entring into her 
houſe a little while after, found her death 
ant ftrerch'd in the middle of it with hey 
Windwg-fheet half ſewed about her. 
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CHAP. Uu. 


Of the Miſeries which Mankind 
have ſuffered by Famine and 
many other Plaguer. 


We E N our God is angry with ug 
for our fins, he ufually puniſheth 


us in this World, with Sickneſs, Wars, 
Fires and Famines : all which, the laſt ex- 
cepted, we have to our forrow, I wiſh I 
could ſay to our amendment , 'in_ theſe 
our "Aays experimented : and” that ſa fe. 
verely, that former Ages cannot pardllel 
it ; Let vs fear therefore, and 'not only 
fo, but deprecate and avert Gods anger 
by our Repentance, feſt that we feef likes 
wiſe the effets of thake menaces which H 
by ' his Prophets in Holy Writ 'ha 
threatned vs; When he ſaith, That A: 
Ww1 
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will make the Heavens 4s Braſs, and the 
Earth as Iron: that is to ſay, barren and 
fruitleſs. And for this cauſe, our Lord 
declaring to his Diſciples the evils that 
ſhould come to paſs; after having fore- 
told, That Nation ſhould riſe up againſt 
Nation, and Kingdom againſt Kingdom : 
He immediately addeth (as if one de- 

nded on the other )) That there ſhould 
* great Peftilences and Famines throughout 
the Regions of the Earth. 

After Totillus had —_ Rome, they 
of the City fell ints ſuch ſcarcity and 
want of Proviſion , that having nothing 
teft them, they began to eat all ſorts of 
Animals: as Horſes, Dogs, Cats, Rats 
and. Mice, and all other manner of Ver- 
min, and in the end one another. A 
thing certainly moſt dreadful, that when 
the Juſtice of God preſſeth us, we are re- 
duced to ſuch neceſſity, that we ſpare not 
our own Kind, nor the Mothers their 
own Children, which happened likewiſe 
in the ruine of Feruſalem, as Enſebins 
noteth in his A Hiſtory. When 
Grand Scipio beſteged the great City of 
Numantia, having taken from them all 
means of proviſion, they were reduced to 
- fuch Extremity, that they went every 

. day to chaſc after the Rowans as the Hun- 
cr 
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ter doth after the prey, and eat the Fleſh, 
and drunk the Blood of thoſe they took, 
as ordinarily then as at other times a 
quarter of Veal or Mutton, and ſo ſpared 
none; for as ſoonas ever he was taken,he 
was killd, skin'd , pulPd in pieces and 
ſold in the Shambles; ſo that he was 


worth more being dead, than living and... - 


Ranſom'd, There is mention'd in the 
Holy Scripture a Fatnine which was in $4+ 
maria, in the time of Eliſha, which I 
think ſurpaſſed the precedent; for, there 
was ſo great a dearth and ſcarcity of pro» _ 


: viſion, that the head of an Aſs was ſold 


for four ſcore pieces of Silver ; andthe fourth 
part of the meaſure of Pigeons dung, five 
pieces ; and when all was conſumw'd, the Mo- 
thers eat their own Children; o that a 
poor Woman of that City formed her 
Complaint to the King of 1ſrael ( ſeeing 
him on the Wall ) That her Neighbour 
would not obſerve the Contra& and'A- 
reement betwixt them, For we have, 
laith ſhe, dreſſed and eaten my Son , and 
ſhe hides and conceals hers. And when the 
King heard this which the Woman had ſaid, 
his heart had like to burſt and ſplit with 
ſorrow, and he began to rent his Garments, 
and cloathe himſelf with Sackgloth. 
Toſephus in 3d ch. 7 Book of the _ | 
G 0 
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of the Fews, relateth a ſtory like the pre- 
cedent, where he ſaith, That there was a 
Rich and noble Woman when Jeruſalem was 
befieg'd, who bad got together the ret of 
the great Riches which ſhe had in a certain 

eof the City, and lived frugally on that 
dittle which ſhe had left ; but the Soldiers in a | 
ſhort time took all from her : ſo that as ſoon 
as ever ſhe had begged a morſel of meat for 
ber ſuſtenance, they devonr dit : ſo that in 
the end; ſhe finding her ſelf preſſed with 
hunger, and bereaven of Vittuals and Coun- 
fel, ſhe began to arm her ſelf contrary to 
#be Laws of Nature, and looking on her 
TatleChild which ſhe ſuctled,and held in her 
Aims, ſhe thus cryed out , O unhappy In- 
fant, and more unhappy Mother ! what ſhall 
1 now-do withthee ? "tis come to that paſs, 
that if I ſhould ſave thy life, thou wilt re- 
main inthe perpetual ſervitnde of the Ro- 
mins : Come then my.Child , be thou as 
Food unto thy Mother, and terror to the Sol- 
drers who have left me nothing, and to the 

s to come 4 memorial of horror and pity ; 
.and after ſhe had ſpoke theſe words, ſhe kilPd 
it, and put-it on the Spit and roaſtedit, eat- 
ing the half of it, and ſetting up the reft. 
Inmediately after ſhe had atted this depls- 
rable Tragedy, the Soldiers. returned again 


rolrer, whe ſmelling the ſavour of the roaſt 


« 
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ed meat, began to threaten her with death if 
ſhe ſhewed them not where her food was 
but ſhe being reſolute in her rage, and ſeck- 
ing nothing bus how ſhe might accompany 
her Son in death, without being the leaſt a= 
ſtoniſhed, ſaid to them, Hold your peace, my 
Friends, I have not been unjuſt to you, ha- 
ving ſaved you exattly your part * and end- 
ing theſe words, ſhe produced the Chitd on 
the T able;, at which the Soldiers were ſo ataa- 
26d ani confounded, that they ſtood as mute 
and vanquiſh'd : but ſhe on the contrary with 
a turions and undaunted look,, ſaid, What , 
my Friends, "tis my Child , "tis my doing, 
why feed you not * I am glutted already : 
Are you more ſcrupulous than the Mather 
that boreit * Diſdain you the meats which 
I have uw'd before you, and will now F500 


$ you by eating the ſame, the great diſtreſs you 


have drove me to ? But they who could not 


I /uffer or endure ſo piteous a ſpeftacle, fled 


away and left her alone with the other part 
of her (Child, which was in ſhort all the re- 
mainder which they had left her. See the 
Hiſtory of Foſephus,the very place ; which 
| have the rather tranſcribed Verbatim, 
for what was contained in it. But becauſe 
there are ſome who are never moved by 
reading Hiſtories and ancient Examples, 
unleſs they experience it in their owh 
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Age, and ſee it with their Eyes, and touch 
it as it were with their Fingers: I would 
therefore now ſhew that our God ſpareth 
'vs no more than the Ancients, when he's 
angry with us for our fins, as ſhall be 


amply manifeſt by the Hiſtory which fol-} 
Jows, written by Paradin, a man-of great! 
Induſtry, in that which concerneth Hitſto-| 
'Ty ; in his Treatiſe of the memorable mat- | 
ters of our time, where he ſaith, That the } 


Kingdom of France was ſo greatly affiitted, 


that it was thought that all was reduced to} 
the laſt end and period: For during the 


ſpace of five whole years, which began in 


1528, the Seaſon was in [uch indiſpoſition | 
and diſorder , that the four Elements left | 


their natural courſes, and ſhewed themſelves 


confus'd, perverted and prepoſterous : the | 
Spring beginning in Autumn, that in the | 
Spring ;, the Summer in Winter,the Winter in | 


Summer ;, but above all, the Summer had the ? 


dominion over the reſt, and quite againſt | 
as nature; fo that in the heart of Wenter 
( viz.) ix D:cemb:r, January ard Fe- | 


bruary, when the Earth expetted its re- 
poſe and ripening by Froſt and cold, there 
was ſo great and vehement a heat, and the 
Earth was ſo ſcorched, that in five Years 
there happened no Froſt that dured above a 


ary or two : that which did, was ſo wea\,, | 


that 
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that it could not freeze the water, and by this 

oy FA and unaccuſtom*d heat, was maint ain- 
» ff cd and nouriſhed the Vermin of the Earth -* 
as Snails and Caterpillars, and them in ſuch 

y quantity, that the young and tender bud of 

J the ſtalk coming out into the blade, it was 

J immediately gnawed and devour'd by them, 


0-1 which was the cauſe that the Corn which- 

- Js ſhould bave multiplyed and ſpread, wither- 

wr ed and ſhrun\ up, all into one and the ſame” 
b 


ſtalk, and produced only one or two blades, 
'0Y and they ſteril and blaſted; in ſo much, that 
when they came to thraſh it , they found only: 
theirſeed, and ſcarce that. And this Famine 
dured five years without ceaſmg, which 
ff was the cauſe that an Horſe-toad of Corn 
was ſold in Lyons,Fortt, Auvergne, Burgun- 


oy 43 4ay,Savoy & Daxphin,and many other Coun: 

be | treys, at the value of 14,16,17, 18 French 

, Piſtols: and the poor people who lived com-. 
e 


3 petently enough before , wete then con- 
/* ] Rrain'd to abandon and forſake their dwgl»- 
'T {| lings,going up & down begging their bread 
for Gods lake. And the number of the poor- 
Mendicants encreas'd alter ſuch a man- 
© | ner, that it was dreadful to behold them 
od in ſuch crouds, & impoſible to relieve them, 
| there iſſuing out alſo of their bodies: 
great ſtinks and infeious vapours, 0C-: 
ceſioned by their filling their bellies with- 
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all ſorts of Herbs good and bad, whol- 
ſome and venomous; ſo that there were 
no Herhs in the Gardens, even to the ve- 
ry roots, which they devoured not ; and 
when there were no more left to take 
thence, they had recourle to thofe that 
grew by the high-way fide ; boyling great 
Chaldrons of aloes and Thiſtles, ming- 
ling therewith ſometimes a little Bran, 
and fo ſtuffed themſelves like Swine, ma- 
king bread of Acorns and any corrupted 
root; ſo much were they conſtrained by 
eagerneſs of Appetite : and rememhbring 
that the Hogs loved Fern-roots, they ga- 
ther'd of them to make'/bread to feed them- 
ſelves, defrauding the Swine of their pro- 
per food : whereupon enſued an infinite 
number of Maladies : the richeſt of the 
people fell into great fear and trouble 
ſeeing ſuch troops of men and women, 
young and old trembling in the ſtreets, 

ing their «Kins {woln as if they had the 
Droplie z others being half Jead, on the 
ground drew their laſt gaſps, and with fuch 
people were the ſtables and out-houles 
filled; others were ſo faint, that they 
could ſcarce tell their neceflities, and had 
hardly breath left in their bodies, ſtag- 
gering up and down more like hoſts 
and ſhadows than men : After all this, 
that 
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that which was more to be lamented 
than the reſt, was to ſee great number 
of poor Mothers ſurrounded with many 
little Children, who for want of Vidtuals- 
eried and howled to them, and that af- 
ter ſuch a manner, that it would have mel- 
ted the moſt obdurate heart into pity. 
The aforeſaid Paradin writeth,- that he- 
himſelf hath ſeen in Burgundy a poor wo-- 
man who by a great purchaſe and impor» 
tunity had obtained a morſel of bread, 
the which was ſuddenly ſnatch*t away- 
by her little child which ſhe ſuckled in' 
her arms; who did eat-the hard and dry. 
bread with ſo fixong an appetite, that; 
0: furpaſſed imagination 5. _ _ Mother: 
ing 'williag to gathervup the little crumbs? 
whith fell trom the mouth'of the-child;- 
the ſaid infant ſet it ſelf as it were to de- 
bate and cry out of deſpite to ſee its Mo- 
ther gather up the remainders, being afraid 
of not having enough. The ſame Author 
reciteth moreover, that in a Village there- 
about were found two women, who find- 
ing nothing to aſiwage their hunger, fed 
on a venemous Herb called Scyla, much 
like the Leek,, knowing not the proper- 
ty or vertue of the ſaid Herb, they there- 
with poyſoned themſelves, ſo that their 
feet and hands became as green as L5zardsy.- 
G4. and 
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and there ran ſuch a venom from under 
their Nails, that notwithſtanding all the 
help that was adminiſtred to them, they 
died ſuddenly : So much were all creatures 
animated and buſied in the execution of 
Gods anger: finally,this miſery and calamity 
of the Seaſon, being of long and intollera- 
ble duration, the Country people whole li- 
yirgs lay all in Lands, were conſtrained 
to have recourſe to rich Merchants (ſome 
of whom had amaſſed great quantities of 
Corny that they might buy of them as 
long as their money would laſt ; and when 
that was gone, the poor people were fain 


to Mortgage their Lands and Livings,ſome 
ſelling them out-right, ata very low Rate, 


that they might have wherewithal to ſatis- 
their hunger. 


4 
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CH AP. IV. 


of divers other Diſtempers ant: 
Phrenſies wherewith - men'- have - 


been affeFed. 


Liny, and very many other Phyſicians, » 

Tt Greeks and Arabians, have written,» 
That ſince two thoutand years, there has * 
been diſcovered more than three ' hun- - 
dred feveral forts of Diſeaſes to which - 
men are ſubje&t: Not to reckon -tholſe -' 
new ones which appear every day on the-" 
ſtage, 1 leave the common ones, where--- 
with many times thoſe that are troub-- 
led, are enforced to ſuffer the burning'- 
and Cauterizing of their bodies, Sawing: 
their- bones, - the taking out of 1plinters;. - 
raking in their ſculls, drawing out the- 
very bowels out -of their -bodies, as if- 
they were to-be Anatomiz'd alive. O-. 
thers have been tied up to ſo ſtrit a * 
diet, and ſmall quantity of food, by rea--' 
ſon of the violence of their. Diſtempers,. - 
that they have been conſtrained to drink. © 
their own- Urine to- quench their thirſt, - 
and: eat their. Plaiſters, that they- might * 
TY G-5 Me--- 
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moderate their hunger. Others there 
have been, who have perſwaded them- 


ſelves that they have ſwallowed Serpents, 


the cure of whom could not be any ways 
wrought, but by putting in Serpents 1n- 
to the Baſon in which they vomited, ma- 
king them believe that they came out of 
their bodies, as Alexander Tralianu re- 
lateth of a Damoſel whom he healed af- 
ter this manner, who thought ſhe had 
ſwallowed a Serpent in her ſleep. Others 
have been ſo ſtrangely affeted, that they 
thought themſelves transformed into irra- 
tional Creatures, as he of whom Galen 
maketh mention, who thought himlelt 
really transformed into a Cock, and con- 
verſed ordinarily with them of that kind , 
he-imagined himſelf to be one 3 and when 
he heard them crow, he began to coun- 
terfeit and crow with them; and as they 
clapped their wings againſt their breſts, 
ſo did he his arms. Others have thought 
themſelves tobe transformied into Wolves, 
and ceafed not all night to run up and 
down on Mountains and Deſerts, follow- 
ing the howlings and other geſtures of 
the Wolves: The Greeks call this kind 
of Malady Lycanthropia, which may ſeem 
fabulous to them who are not acquainted. 
with ancient Hiſtories, os the holy Wri- 
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tings, wherein we have the Story of NNe-" 
buchadnez.zar, who was changed into the - 
ſhape of an.Ox for the {pace of ſeven 
years. Others, ſaith Galen, have thought 
themſelves transformed into earthen Vel- 
{els, and ſtirred not out of the Fields leſt - 
they ſhould be daſhed in peices. Qrhers: ' 
have been;full three years without eeping 
or cloling their eyelids, asit happened te 
good Mecenas. Some bave been {6 fir: 
ſtempered, that they have knocked their: 
own heads againſt the wall, as did a Learn-- 
ed man of our time called Ange Polihtian,: - 
Some have been conſtrained ip their fick- 
neſs to- cat Serpents, as do thoſe whoare 
infeted with the Leprole, From the 
bodies of others have iſlued out great - 
number of Serpents, as did -out of the 
body of the Philoſopher Pherecides.: $ame * 
there have been in whoſe bodies have - 
been: ingendred ſuch great quantity af 

Lice that they have been eaten vp with 
tncm, 
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CHAP. VI. 
Of Poyſons. 
Nous are theſe evils ons but - 


yo Re ,. IR a — — A. A. 


Man hath invented of himſclf more, 
to fet forward his own death as well- 
{ as his Neighbours; as if thoſe which Na- 
p ture had prepared for him, and were born 
| with him, were not ſufficient to cruſh him. 
F Such are the poyſons which men make- 
nRow-a-days, and that ſo dexteroufly , 
that there can be no preſervation from 
; them, unleſs men ſhould ſhun all Society, 
and betake themſelves to Deſarts with 
| the brute Beaſts, in the company of whom 
| he is more certain of fafety than with men. , | , 
Some Ancient Authors, as Orpheus, Orw, 
; Medeſins, Heliodorus, and Aratus, have 
taught the Compoſition: of five hundred 
ſorts of Poyſons; and fome others have- 
lince augmented the number ; but if they 
were now alive, they would be reputed 
as dull and infiped; fo much is humane 
malice increaſed. In former Ages they 
made uſe of certain Drugs which are of 
their nature ſo venemous, that a Grain 


weight of them would kill a man imme- 


diately, 
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GCtately,and was ſold at an hundred Crowns: 
an Ounce, 1o great a Tribute paid he that 
uſed them-: yet nevertheleſs they had this. 
conſideration, that they made. him Swear 
who bought them, that he ſhould not- 


.uſe it in- their Province,.nor againſt their ; 


Friends and Allies, but only againſt ſtran- 
gers: but men are grown in theſe. our - 
times ſo ingeniouſly induſtrious to do:evil,. 
that they have found out ways to: poyſon 
men by ſcent only, as did a certain Szenoss + 
to his Corrival, preſenting him with a. 
Noſegay of Flowers, the ſmell of which- 
truck him dead immediately. Another; a 
Klorentine Cavalier, having taker off his 
Head-piece that: he might refreſh himſelf, 
was eſpied by his Enemy, who rubbed 
on the inſide of it ſo deadly a poyſlon,.. 
that as foon as ever he put it on his head, .. 
made him give up the Ghoſt immediately. 
They ſpare not in Jealy ſo much as their . 
Flamboies and Torches, but corrupt. and . 
ſophiſticate them, and that ſo artificially, 
that the ſmoak of them poyſoneth ; 1o + 
that you dare ſcarcely light your Torches ; 
for your-condudt in the night, if you have 
ſuſpicion of an Enemy. *Tis a ſmall-mat- + 
ter to apply poyſon to meats and drinks, . 
as in- time paſt : for men have found out 
means now-a-days to poyſon the very Horl- 

ddles, 
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ſaddles, Boots and Spurs; and that which 
ſeemeth more pernicious, is, that ſome have 
loſt their lives by ſhaking hands with 
them, whoſe pretence was Friendſhip. 
Some have been poyſoned by Letters and 
Papers ſent them, which when opened, 
there flies out ſuch a poyſonous vapour, 
which riſing upward, penetrateth to the 
brain: And ſo artificial are they in theſe 
Compoſitions, that the venom killeth ac- 
cording to the intention of the Murderer : 
for if he pleaſes, the party ſhall live three 
months, fix month, a year, or longer 3 ſo 
that death ſhall anſwer the time of the de- 
ſign of the Compoſition: Moreover, if 
they pleaſe they can ſo order the effetts 
of the poyſon, that it ſhall hurt but one 
member at a time. An experiment not 
much unlike to this we now ſpeak of, hath 
been found too true, to their coft, who 
drank of a poyloned Fountain on this-{ide 
the Rbize, which cauſed their teeth to fall 
out of their cheads. who tafted of it : ' but 
mens malice hath extended farther yet, 
and hath given greater reftimony of their 
execrable wickedneſs, mm that they have 
not ſtuck to mingle poylon with the blet- 
{ed Sacrament. | | 
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CHUSTP. VL, 


"Of the great Calamities which Men 
have ſuffered by the overflowing 
of Water. | 


HAT remaineth more for the: * 
perfecting of Man's Milery, fee- 
ing the very Elements riſe up againſt him, 
and are as Witneſſes and Miniſters of Gods 
vengeance for his ſins ? what is there more- 
neceſſary to Humane Life than Water, ſee- 
ing that neither Man, Beaſt, nor Herb.can 
ſubſiſt without it ? ( not to reckon the 
Ornament and Beauty which it bringeth 
5 to the Univerſe) it is the molt. an- 
cient and mightieſt of all rhe Elements, 
1 asfaith Plivy and Iſidore, It ruineth and 
s layeth low the Mountains, predominateth 
| and governeth the Earth ; puts out the 
Fire, turneth it ſelf into Vapours, ſurpal- 
ſeth the Region of the Air, from whence 
afterwards it delcendeth to engender and. 

produce all things on the Earth; and 
yet nevertheleſs, what Chaſtiſements hath 

Antiquity experimented from the viger, 
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of this Element, when the Deluge of Wa- 
ter overflowed and covered the whole- 
Earth? when the Veins of the Heavens 
were opened, that the Waters ſurpaſſed* 
the higheſt Mountain by fifteen Cubit 
Moſes deſcribeth it in-Geneſis ? Howwntn® 
ny times hath Egype been drown'd by meg 
overflowing of the River Nil? Hs 
many thouſands of men have loſt their 
Lives and been. buried in the bellies of 
Fiſhes-? How ſenſible has Greece been+of 
the fury of the Waters, when the greateſt 
part of Theſſaly was drown'd , all the In- 
habitants expeRing nothing but the entire 
ruin of mankind by the violence of this 
Element ? What miſchief received the 
Romans by the overflowing of the River * 
Tiber, which {welled after Pich a manner, 
that the waters gs the high-- 
eſt Towers and Pinacles of the City ? the- 
Bridges were broken down: their Gold, 
Silver, Corn, Wine, Cloth, Silk, Stuff, 
Oiles, Wool and other Goods, to the value 

( as was computed ) of twoor three Mil- 
lions of Gold, loſt and conſumed ; above 
z000-Men, Women and Children were de- 
ſtroyed by the violence of the Flood. Faſ- 
per Contaren writeth 'in his Book of the: 
four Elements, That in our time, Valence 

« City of 'Spain, lacked but little of being 
drown-. 
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drowned with all its Inh:bitants by the via- 
lence, and before unknown ermption of Wa- 
ter : ſo that if it had not been ſpeedily ſuc- 
coured with Ramparts, they had all undoubt- 
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CHAP, VII. 


Of Fire, and the Miſchiefs which 
Men have receiv'd by it. 


"HAT is there more admirable in 
| Nature than the Fire, by the be- 
nefit of which-all our Meats are tfeafoned, 
the Lives of many preſerved, the Metals; 
Calcinated and made- flexible , the Iron- 
ſoftned, macerated and vanquiſhed; the 
Stones which we uſe in the ſtructure of 
our Buildings, baked and harden:d in the: 
belly of the Earth by its aid and affiſtance ? 
and yet nevertheleſs, how-many famous 
Cities have becn burned anq reduced to: 
Aſhes? the moſt ancient Teſtimony of 
this i5 in the Sacred Writings —_— 
Sodom and Gomorrah,npon which the Lor 
rained Fire and Biimſtone from Heaven, 
The laſt Conflagration and Uaiverſal ruin. 
of the Earth muſt be executed by the fury 
of, 
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of this Element, as is written by the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles. In the time of Lucius 
Marcus, and Sextus Fulns, Contuls, there 
broke out ſuch a great Flame ſrom two 
Mountains, that lf the Cities, Towns and 
Hills thereabouts, with their Inhabitants, 
were conſumed by the violence thereof, 
which iſſued out with unconceivable ve= 
hemency. I could likewiſe make menti- 
on of Thunders and Lightnings, and how 
many Noble Perſonages have been de- 
ſroy*d by this ſudden and violent Death, 
as Foroaſtus, King of the Battrians, Cap- 
tain in the Thehan Wars. Ajax, after phe 
deſtruion of Tray. «Anaſtaſing, Empe- 
Four, atter the 274 Year of 'bis Empire. 
Caris alſo, and many other Kings ;and 
Emperors, who have come to atyuatimely 
end by this kind of Death. 
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CH AP. VIII 
Of Earth- qutkes. 


FE Air is ſo requiſite for the Con- 
ſervation of Man, that there is no 
Creature can live without it ; and yet ne- 
vertheleſs it's 10 pernicious to mankind” 
when it is corrupt and putrified, 'that the. 
moſt part of the forementioned Peltilences; 
take t heir firſt - original from it.. .The'? 
Earth, which is the moſt fiycet andtrafts: 
able of the Elements, being the common 
Mother anc receptacle of us all; : being : 
born, it nouriſheth and fuſtains us, and.at 
laſt takes us into her entrails as. in. @ar 
Couch, and keepeth us until 6ur God ſhall 
call us to appear before his Tribunal: and 
yet nevertheleſs ſhe produceth all: the ve- 
nom and poiſon with which our poor life: 
15 continually afſaulted ; and ſometimes by : 
her quakings and agitations, many Towns. 
hav& been demoliſhed, and many thou- 

ſands of Men ſwallowed down into the 

depth of her Abyſs. In the Reign of AdG+ 

thridates the Earth began to be moved: 
with ſuch an-impetuolity, that there was» 
not 
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not only many Cities ruined, but. there 
was above a hundred thoufaud people 
ſwallowed up in it. In the Reign of Con- 
Pantine, there was ſuch a great number 
of Cities and their Citizens ruined in Aſia, 
that with great difficulty could the Hi- 
ſtorians number them: In the time of 
Tfocr ates and Plato, the Earth fo opened 
in Exrope, that two great Cities with all 
their Inhabitants, were in an inſtant 0- 
verthrown and ruined, There was never 
ſince the memory of man read of a more 
terrible Earthquake than that which was 
in the time of Tiberius Ceſar , by which 
in the ſpace of a night, twelve great Cities 
were {ſwallowed with all their Inhabi- 
tants: amongft which was Xollonia, Ephe- 
ſus, Ceſarea, Philadelphia, and many 0+ 
thers. Marc. Varro, one of. the moſt 
worthy Authors that have written in La- 
tin, faith, That in Spain there was a great 
Town: ſcituated in a Sandy-place , which 
was ſo hollowed and digged by the Connees,- 
that finally the Inhabitants forſook it for - 
fear of being buried in its Ruins. The 
ſame Author writes, That there was a City 
i#nFrance, which was rendred uninhabitable 
ro of the great number of Frogs : 

e ſame happened in Africa, by means- 
of. the Graſhappers.. Theophraſius makes 
men-. 
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mention of a certain Province made @& + 
ſolate by innumerable companies of Worms. 
Pliny makes mention of a Province” that 
borders on the limits of Ethiopia , where 
the Ants and Scorpions and other Vermin, 
have drove into exile the Men that inha- 
bited there. The Flies drove away the- 
Magarenſes in Greece. The Waſps chaſed 
the Epheſcans, Anthenor writeth , That 
great ſwarms of Bees drove from a City 
its Inhabitants, and made their Neſts in 
their Houle:. What teſtimony have we 
here of Humane frailty ? what a School 
and Dilcipiue to learn Man to know hime 
ſelf in? what evidence of the Power of 
God over his Creatures, whoſe Judgments 
arc {o terrible and atffrightful, that as 
ſoon :5 ever Man beginneth to glory and 
raiſe himſelf againſt his God, heknoweth 
well how to depreſs him : and therefore he 
ſendeth him Heralds and forerunners of 
his Anger, War, Famine and Plagues : 
But moreover, there's no Element nor li- 
ving Creature though never fo contemp- 
tible, which fſeeketh and worketh not his 
ruin,and who arenot as Miniſters and Exe- 
cutors of the Divine Juſtice, as is mant- 
feſt not only by the teſtimony of Erhnie"g, 
but alſo by the Sacred Writings, when 
the.Progs and Graſhoppers abandoned their 
proper 
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proper Elements, to aſcend up. even to 
the Chamber and Bed of obſtinate Phas 
raoh. 

We have hitherto deduced a ſtrange 
Philoſophy of the miſery of Man; for 
if he were of Iron or Steel, or harder 
than a Diamond, it would be notwith- 
fanding miraculouſly wonderful how he 
covld laſt the one halt part of his lifz-time 
without being ſhattered and broken, ſee- 
ing the pain, anguiſh, travel and Mar- 
tyrdom which he mult every minute en- 
dure: and yet notwithſtanding the many 
misfortunes wherewith he- is continually 
afflited, he humbleth not himſelf un- 
der the Almighty hand of his Creator ; 
which thing being not well underſtood by 
Plato and Pliny, iceing this great Gulf of 
miſery in which Man is plunged from his 
Birth even to his Sepulchre, they have cal- 
led Nature, Step-dame and = *matbro 
ner, who cauſeth Man to pay fo much for 
his Excellency and Dignity ;, But both the 
one and the other have under the name of 
Nature unreaſonably accuſed God of cruel- 
ty and injuſtice: for all theſe evils, and 
this Sea of Miſery wherewith Man is 0- 
verwhelmed, cometh not from the hatred 
of God, but from the malice and corrup- 
tion of Man; for he equalling yo 
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with his Maker, declined and fell from his 
priſtine Nobility, defacing in himſelf the 
Image of God, and imprinting inſtead 
thereof the Image of the Devil. Arro- 
gancy and Audaciouſneſs is the caufe of 
all the wounds and malediftions which 
he receiyeth: for , had it not been for 
Ambition and defire of being great , we 
had been as the Angels; we had remain- 
ed and heen now what we ſhall be in 
the Reſurretion, crowned with Glory 
and Honour. Neither is this all, but 
what is worſe, and far more vexati- 
ous, are the diſtempers of' our minds, 
they being far more dangerous than thoſe 
of our botfies: for they of the Body ſhew 
themfelves by ſigns, either by the bad co- 
lour of the Vitage, or by the unequal beat- 
ing of the: Pulſe, or ſome other intempe- 
rature, or ſigns of diſorder z and having 
known them , the Remedy is preſently 
ſought after : bnt he that is diſtempered 
in mind, is render*d uncapable of judging 
of his own Condition; ſo that the Patient 
knowing not his diſtemper, ſeeketh not af- 
ter . Remedies; and yet is there allo a 
greater -abufe- of them which have their 
bodies afMtited, for we call them by the 
names of the Diſeaſes wherewith they 
are tormented ; as them who are my " 
; wH 
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with Phrenſie, we call them Phrenetick ; 
them who are vexed with the Palſie, we 
call them Paralytick ; them who labour 
under Joint-evil, we call Gouty. But 
we do quite otherwiſe in the maladies of 
the Mind : for thoſe who are angry and 
Cholerick, burning in their Paſſion, mur- 
thering one another , we call them Va- 
liant and Magnanimous, and look on 
them as perſons having their Honour in 
great Recommendation Thoſe who ſe- 
duce Women and Maidens, immerſing 
themſelves in Luſt and laſciviouſneſs, we 
term them Lovers, and perſons endued 
with Kindneſs, Hmility and ſweetneſs of 
Diſpoſition : Thoſe who are Ambitious, 
and do endeavour by all illicite means to 
make themſelves Great and Honourable, 
we call them Noble, Gallant , and Per- 
ſons of, Noble and active Spirits : Them 
who are Covetovs, and make themſelves 
Rich in a ſhort time , circumventing 
their Neighbours by a thouſand Subtilties 
and Inventions, we call them thrifty and 
good Husbands, who manage well their 
affairs: and fo of all the others, calling 
thoſe things Vertues, which are really 
Vices, making thoſe things worthy of 
Honour which merit nought elſe but 
blame and miſpriſion. And now if we 
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would -in order purſue the, infinite Ma- 
ladies with which the minds of Men are 
for the moſt part at this day torment- 
ed, as we have done thoſe of the Body ; 
What Eloquence, what Words are there 
that can reach it 2 What Majeſtick 
Sentences can comprehend it ? ſeeing 
the Age wherein we are, is for the 
moſt part involved in ſo many Vices, 
that it ſeemeth, as if all the Vices of the 


| precedent Age were met together in_ 


this. 
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CHAP. 
Of Avarice. 


IX. 


FT ET us begin at Avarice; and who- 
*s ever ſaw any thing more rooted 
.and ſerled in the Earth than this is now ? 
for what are all the Cities, Republicks, 
Provinces and Kingdoms of this World 
(if we could rightly confider them ) but 
meer Shops and Magazines of Covetoul- 
neſs? 1 his is thetime of which the Prophet 
Tſaiah tpeaks, The Farth us full of Gold and 
Silver, there ts no end of their Treaſure : 
they joyn Houſe to Houſe, Ficld to Field, 
as if they atone would inhabit in the middle 
of the Earth. And out of this peſtilent 
root of Covetouſnels, proceedeth (as from 
a Fountain') all the Eyils which are dit- 
gorged on the whole World: from thence 
is the original of the moſt part of the 
War and effuſion of Blood wherewith the 
Earth is bathed : From thence ſpring 
Murthers, Treaſons, Sacriledges, Pillages, 
Ufuries, Frauds and Perjuries, corruption 
of Judges, and perverſion of Witneſſes ; 
from thence proceed Poiſonings, prolon- 
* gation 
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yu of Law-ſtits, with which the Chri- 

ian Courts are repleniſhed : and yet ne- 
vertheleſs, this Vice is fo frequent and 
common amongſt men, that you can ſcarce- 
' tell any ſtate or condition that is not 
therewith tainted. Fudas and Simon 
Mags planted the firſt Root, which hath 
ſince {o well encreas'd, that there's ſcarce- 
ly a Province in Chriſtendom which can 
be faid- to be free from it. In the time 
when the Goſpel was firſt planted in the 
World, and its Profeſſors were haraſſed 
by a continued and uninterrupted perſe- 
cution , then were the indigencies of poor 
diſtreſſed people, taken care of, and pro- 
vided for; but now in theſe laſt and worſt 
times wherein men have fallen into for- 
mality and hypocriſie, their wants are 
ſo far from being. relieved, that they on- 
ly ſerve for Obje&s whereon to exerciſe 
our ſcorn. I am almoſt aſhamed to re- 
late a monſtrous Hiſtory of the Avarice 
of an Italian Prelate, named Angelor, who 
was exalted to the dignity of a Cardinal, 
and was ſo poiſoned with this —_—y 
venom of Covetoulſneſs, that when the 
Groom had at night given Oats to his 
Horſes, he came down by a falfe Door 
into the Stable aloge without light, 
and being there, LL his own _ 
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-of their Provender, anq4 continued fo to 
do, and that for ſo long a time, that at 
I:t the Groom perceiving them grow 
leaner and leaner , hid himtelf one night 
in the Stable, where catching his Gentle- 
man in the very at, gave him ſo many 
blows with the Fork, that he was fain to 
be carried. into his Chamber , receiving 
this Treatment as a worthy recompence 
of his baſe and greedy Humour ; which 
Rory would ſeem fabulous , had not Phz- 
lclphe, and Fovian Pontans , in his Book 
concerning Liberality, an many other 
Authors, made mention of it. Theſe are 
the fruits, this the profit of thele-un- 
happy Kiches, which are gotten and ob- 
tained with ſo much pain and labour, and 
kept and preſerved with ſo much Solici- 
tude, and parted from with ſuch groans 
and Exclamations, The ancient Romans, 
when their Republick was governed by 
Poor people , had all the proſperity de- 
frablez but through great Riches and 
Victories obtained by their Predecellors, 
as the deſtrution of Corinth, Achaia, 
Antioch, France, Italy, Egypt and Spain, 
their Empire began to decline : for their 
ViRories, Prey and Plunder,were the cor- 
ruption of their Manners and of their 
ancient Government. and Diſcipline, and 
; the 
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the occaſion and original of. cruel War ;' 
for they which could not be brought 
down and ſubdued by force of Arms, were 
vanquiſhed and overcome by ſoftneſs and 
luxury, ſo that their Riches have taken”. 
vengeance on themſelves : and it has been 
with them as it is with Cloth which cor- 
rupteth and engendreth Moths; and as it 
is with Corn, which breedeth worms that 
eat it ; which the great King Solomon ex- 
perimecnted in; himfelf, when he had amal- 
fed ſuch great Treaſures, that his Riches 
ſurpaſſed the Glory of all other Kings of 
the Earth : and who hath made a full ex- 
periment of the delights which ariſe from 
the enjoyment of the goods of this world, 
and leaveth us his advice and judgment, 
as followeth: I made me, faith he, grear 
Works, I builded me Houſes, I planted me 
Gardens and Orchards, I ſet Trees of all 
forts of fruit, I made me Ciſterns of Wa: 
ter for the refreſhing the Foreſts of green 
Trees : I got me Men-ſervants and Maid- 
ſervants, great herds of Cattel, greater 
than any before me 'in Jeruſalem ; 1 amaſ- 
ſed great quantity of Gold and Silver ;, I 
got me Men-ſingers , aud Women: ſinger, 
and all the delights of the ſons of Men; 1 
made my ſelf great , yea, greater than was 
any yet before me , — — ſelf nothing, 
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and had all which my heart deſired-and after *% 
all this, 1 began to contemplate all the works 
which my hands had made, and all the la- 
bour which I had taken under the Sun: and 
I conſidered and ſaw all that I had made, 
and behold it was nothing but vanity and 
vexation of ſpirit , and that there u nothing 
laſting under the Sun. Let us hearken a 
little to the Prophet Faruch, whom we 
' ſhall find to be a more ſharper reprover 
of thoſe who are ſo affe@tionately given 
over to their delights and pleaſures : 
Where, faith he, are the Princes, and ſuch 
as rule and have dominion over the Beaſts 
oa the Earth ? they that have their paſtime 
with the Fow!s of the air,and they that hoard- 
ed up Silver aud Gold wherein men truſt , 
arid made no end of ther gettings*are they not 
wan iſned and gene down to the grave, and 
ethers come up in their ſtcads? they have 
ſeen light and awelt on the Earth, but the 
way of knowledg have they not known. 

But let us leave theſe ldolaters and their 
treaſures, with Ariſtophanes Patroclus, Vir- 
gil's Pigmalion,the Polymneſtor of Propertinus 
and Horace's Midas, with the crucl Rich 
Man mentioned in the Goſpel : ſecing that 
the ſpirits of men ( which are of a 
Cceleſtial and Divine Nature ) have 
nothing to do with Golq and Silver, 
which, 
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which is nothing elſe, but but a real ex- 


- 


he crement of the Earth. 
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-- CHAP. X; 
Of Envy. 


UT let us come to another Vice, 
which they call Exzvy; which ( as 
Ariſtippus aſſures us) is of as near kin to 
the precedent, as is the Mother to the 
Daughter, for one begetteth the other : 
How many are there afflicted with-this 
Evil? the ſeaſon is come that the World 
is nothing elſe than a Faiily of envious 
Perſons : *tis the moſt ancient and eldeft 
of all, yet nevertheleſs is-it the moſt pra- 
Riled in our age, and feemeth to return - 
to its firſt infancy. The Aricients have 
had experience of it in Adam and the Ser- 
pent, in Abel and Cain, in Facoband Eſar, 
in Joſeph and his Brethren, in Sawl and 
David, in Abhcitephel and (#ſh, who 
per{ccuted one another : not 1o much for - 
the Riches which either of them poſſeſ- - 
ſed, but for Envy and Hatred which * 
they had one towards another : but this 
is little in reſpect of what we experience 
Hi - every 
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every day amongſt Chriſtians: for our 

is come to that paſs, that if there could 
be one found amongſt us who had the 
beauty of Abſalom, the ſtrength of Samp- 
ſon, the wiſdom of Solomon, the Agility of 
Axzaetl, the Riches of {reſw, the Libera- 
lity of Alexander, the Vigor and dexte- 
rity of Hettor, the Eloquence of Homer, 
the Fortune of Auguſtus, the Juſtice of 
Trajan, the zeal of Cicero + yet let 
him be certain of this, that the number of 
his Vertues ſhall not be greater than the 
number of thoſe who will envy him; and 
this curſed Vice ſeizes not only on them 
'who are of a moderate Fortune, but thoſe 
who are of a higher Condition ; for when 
they are on the top of the Wheel, 
and think themſelves in a peaceable poſ- 
ſeſſion of the favours of Kings and Princes : 
ſome one or other through Envy gives 
them a caſt down from their height and 
greatneſs, Wherefore the Sage Empe- 
rour Marc. Aurelius was wont to lay, That 
Envy was ſuch a venomous Serpent , that 
there was ſcarce ever any Mortal but has 
been bitten with her teeth, and ſcratched 
with her claws, and trampled on with hey 
feer, and poyſoned with her venome. I have 
read, ſaith he, many Boo's, and converſed 
with many knowing men , in order to the 
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finding out a Remedy againſt Envy, And' 
after much debate and conſultation, 1 have 
found ne other means of privation, than 
for one to baniſh himſelf from a proſperons 
Fortune ; the reaſon ts, becauſe that we 
are the ſons of Envy, born with Envy ; and 
he that ſhall leave the moſt goods behind 
him, ſhall leave the  moſ® of Exvy. And 
for this cauſe the Ancients counſelled the 
Rich, that they ſhould not dwell nexr the 
Poor, and the Poor that they ſhould not dwell * 
near the Rich :, for from the Riches of the 
Rich ſprung the ſeed of the envy of the Poor. 

Conſider we. now the Ambition ard - 
Pride which reigneth this day: amongſt 
us : for, whoever ſiw {uch «cxceſhve Pomp 
in all Eſtates as we fſze now ? lo that we 
may well call our time the age of Satin, 
Pluſh, Purple and Silk , wherein is fuch 
care and lollicitude taken to adorn and 
ſet out this Carcaſs; and in the mean - 
time think 'not upon , nor make no 
reckoning of our poor Soul, which is ful]- 
of ulcerous ſores and wounds, and torn + 
and ſhattered with a great number of 
ſins and enormities with which it is beſet 
and ſurrounded : but let us have a care, 
that after all theſe things there cometh 
not that upon us which the Prophet threat- 
ned the Womgn oc 2% ad with z who 
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aſter -having reproached them of their 
proud Gate and D: marche, their impudent 
and laſcivious Looks, the motions of their 
Eyes, their Head-drefſings, their Chains, 
Bracelets, Rings, Girdles, Pendants, and 
other their gaudy pompous Dreſſe : He 
telleth them plainly, That inſtead of Per- 
fumes and ſweet. Smells, they ſhould have 


ſtinking and noiſom Odours ;, inſtead of 
Girdles, Cords;, initead of Curled locks, 


baldneſs; and that their comlieſk men 
ſhould paſs on the edg of the Sword, and 
the ſtrong and . valiant ſhould be ſlain in 
the War. 
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Of Love. 


DD we now to the preceding Mi- - 


ſeries, another Malady and aillicti- 
on of ſpirit, which they call Zove ;. bur 


{o contagious, that all States in the World 


are therewith tainted : an Evil fo peſti- 


lentially venomous, that it mingles and. . 


plunges promiſcuouſly with all Ages , like 


the D-vils who are in all the Elements, , 


without ſparing any perſon either old or 
young, wile .or fooliſh, weak or ſtrong : 


and the great danger of this Diſtemper - 
is, that they become in the end frantick: - 


and tranſported from their S:nfe, if the 


are not wel looked to, and diverted. . 


Wherefore Paul Aeginetain, in his third 


Book, preſcribeth to them who- are atfe- - 
ed with this Malady, the ſame Phyſick + 
and -Rules of living as he. does to Fools, . 


Ideots and Mad-men :.. which Empiricles 
( following the countel of Plato) ordain- 
edalfo : who defined two ſorts of mad- 
neſs : one "of which he calls Erotaker , 


which ſignifies. in Engliſh, Love; { have 
ſeen- - 


_ 
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ſeen ſome perſone anatomi'd who died of 
this Ditemper, having thety entrails ſhriv- 
led and ſhrun up , their Hearts burned, 
their Liver ſmoaked , their Lungs. roaſted, 
all the ventricles of their Brain damnified : 
their ſpirits exhauſted and dryed up by the 
exceſſive heat which they endured when the | 
Feaver of Love had ſurprized them, and 
as the cure of this Malady is bard and dif- 
fieult, ſo alſo is the original doubtful a- 
mong ſt them who have writ of it. The Phy- 
ficians ſay, That this fury of Love which 
rageth {o vehemently, and which fo en- 
tangleth the whole World , proceedeth 
from the corre:ipondent quality of the 
blood, and that the aftetion engendreth 
this Diſtemper. The Aſtroſogers would 
be a party, and have alto put their Sickle 
in the Harveſt of Lovers, ſaying, That 
Love proceedeth when two meer, having 
the ſame a{cendant, or whefh they conform 
i ſome Conſtellation : for then they are 
conſtrained to love each other. Philoto- 
phers ſay, That when we come to caſt our 
eyes on the thing which we deſire, ſudden 
r'e ſpirits which are enzendred of the lube 
tileſt and moſt perfett part of the Blood, 
part from the heart of the thing which we 
love, and ſuddenly aſcend and mount up to 
the Eyes, and afterwards burſt themſelves 
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Into inviſible vapors, and ſo enter into our 
Eyes, which are diſpoſed to repreſent them 
juſt as a ſpot. on a Looking-glaſs, which 
being looked on, from thence penetrateth 
even tothe heart, and by little and little ds: 
lareth it ſelf every where : the miſerable 
Lover being drawn by theſe new ſpirits 


* which deſire continually to joyn themſelves 


and approach to their principal and natural 
abode, and ts conſtrained to grieve and la- 
ment his loſt iherty. Others after a thou- 
land conceits and gueſſes, were fain to give 
over their Enquiries, as not being able to 
find out the 1lource and original of fo fu- 


rious a Malady ; ſaying, That Love was I 


know not what, and came I know not hew : 


was enflamed after an unknown manner : A 


thing perhaps not untrue, For wholoever 
ſhall conſider the geſtures, countenances, 
and behaviour of theſe poor paſſionate 
wretches, he will confeſs that he never 
{aw a, more ſtrange Metamorphoſis , nor 
a more ridiculous SpeQacle. Sometimes 
you fhall fee them altogether melted into 
Tears, making, the air found with their 
{hreekings and lamentations, any 
and ,imprecations. Sometimes, you lee 
them frozen, benumb'd, pale, deſpairing, 
ſliding up and down likegarves and Phan= 
raſms, Other times, When they have re- 
ceived 
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ceived ſome comfortable Speeches, good 
and favourable Looks, and kind recepti- 
on from them whom they love; you ſhall - 
ſee them gay, jocund and airy, in fo much 
that —__ think they are changed into 
ſome other ſhape: Sometimes they love 
private and ſolitary places, that they may 
talk alone, reaſon, deſtgn and dilpute with 
themſelves. Sometimes you'l fee them 
paſs ftve or ſix times m a day through the 
{ame ſtreet, to eſpy and watch that they 
may have a favourable look from them 


whom they Love: and the poor Varlets 


have their Skins broken with running, 
their Arms wearied . and aking with 
ſcrubbing, rubbing, dreſhng and adorn- 
ing their Maſter, and if there happens to 
them any ſparks of Jealouſte , then they 
mount up to the higheſt degree of fury, 
and are then in inexpreſſible peril and - 
danger, there being no ſenſible part a- 
bout them which is not ulcerated , be- 
coming” raſh, bold and venturſom; there - 
beingno Art, Invention or Machine which: - 
they produce not; becoming Lycaethro- - 
per , and ruming -up and down in the 

ights like howling Wolves: and al- - 
though the Malady be of it ſelf fanta- . 
ſtical enough, yet according to the hu- 
mour Which it meets withal , it -work- 
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eth ſtrange and wonderful effe&s: For: 
if the Lover be poor, there ſhall be no-- . * 
office of Humanity which he employeth*. 
not, even to the facrificing and cutting' 3 
himſelf in pieces, if need be: If he be. 
Rich, His Purſe ( as ſay the Greeks) is. 
tied. and faſtned by a hair; If he be Co- 
vetous, he becometh immediately pro-- 
digal and open-handed, which moved 
Plautus to fay, That Love muſt be the firſÞ 
Invention of the Wallet. If the Perſon af- 
feed be a man of Letters, and has an 
meafure of Spirit and Fancy, you ſha 


then ſee him feigning a Sea of Tears, a + 4 
Lake of Miſeries, redoubling his Cryes, 


accufing - the. Heavens, anatomizing his 
Heart, freezing the Summer , burning the 
Winter, "— idolizing , admiring, : 
feigning of Paradiſes, forging of Hells, 

making himſelf a S:/iphas, Tantalus,  Ti- 
ries; and if it happen that he would 
extol that which he loves, then her Hair - 
is nothing but fine Gold, her Eye-lids, 
Arches and Vaults of Ivory; her Eyes 
ſtars, her Looks Lightning, her Moutly 
Coral , her Teeth Eaſtern Pearls , her 
Breath Balm, Amber and Musk , . her 
Throat Snow, her Breaſts Alabaftet ; and 
—_ all the reſt of her Body 1s-no- 
thing ele but the. prodigality and _ 
ure 
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" fureof Heaven and of Nature, who had 
reſerved her as a choice Veſſel, wherein 
ſhe would pour in thoſe eminent and in- 
comparable perfe&ions, for which he loves 
and adores her ; and thus this cruel Ma- 
lady .of Love torments thoſe who are 
therewith affe&ed : and yet nevertheleſs 
there is fo many People, Nations and Pro- 
vinces troubled with theſe furious aſ- 
faults, that were there an Army to be 
raiſed of all the Lovers which are in the 
World, there's no Emperour , Monarch 
or Potentate whatſoever, but would trem- 
ble at the ſight of ſo many fools in a Com- 
pany 3 and this-Peſtilent evil (by cuſtom 
and habit) hath gained and prevailed ſo 
far on mankind, that there cannot be 
found any Remedy, although that many 
Greek and Arabian Phy licians have em- 
ployed all their moſt excellent Medicines 
to deliver them from their Martyrdom. 
Samocraſius , Cigidus and Ovid, have writ- 
ten many great Tomes and Volumes of 
the remedy of Love, in which they ſhew 
Remedies for others ; but the miſchief on 
it is, that they could not find any for 
themſelves, they all three dying, purſued 
and deſtroyed, not for the hurt or ill 
which they did at Rome, but for the A- 
mours Which they invented at Capaa. 
The 
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The Emperour Aarc. Aurelius, knowing 
that Fauſtina bis wife was enamoured with 
a Fencer, and that fo ardently , that ſhe 
was ready to die and pine away for the 
love of him , aſſembled together a great 
number of Learned men in all Faculties 
and Sciences for to adviſe with, and coun- 
ſel him how he might put out that Fire ' 
wherewith his Wite was enflamed ; but 
after many conſultations, ſome Empericks 
counſelled him, That he ſhould cauſe him 
#17 whom ſhe ſo much doted , to be killed, 
and the blood of him to be ſecretly given 
her to drink,, which was fpeedily execy- 
ted. This indeed was a great Remedy, 
for her affetion was cooled ; but yet was 
it not of ſo great efficacy ( as writeth 
Capatolin) but that e Anton. Com, whom 
they begot afterwards, was bloody and 
cruel, and more reſembled the Fencer 
than his Father, and converſed ordinarily 
with thoſe ſort of people, and delighted . 
more in their, than in any other Compa- 
ny: fo that the paſſion of the Mother 
ſeemed to be tranſlated into the Child. . 
But yet is all this but little in reſpe& of 
what I have read in many Hiſtories: the 
matter coming to that pals , that when 
this foolſh Frenzy {ſeizeth and taketh 
hold on our ſpirits ,. it maketh us wy 
an 
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and ſenſlefs, as is evidently and manifeſt- 


ly ſhown in a Youth of one of the richeſt 
Families in Athens, and well known by all 


- the Inhabitants of that City ;, who having 


oftentimes contemplated an excellently 
well-made Statue of Marble , which was 
fixed in a publick place in Athens : He 
was ſo exceedingly taken with it, that he 
could not part from the ſight of it, ,as 
if it had been endued with Life and mo- 


tion; ard was ſo greatly affeted, that. 


when he was out of the ſight of it, he 
eryed and lamented with ſo great pal- 
ſion that *twould have moved the moſt 
harden'd to pity ;z and in.the end this pal- 


fion gained ſo much upon him, that he was 


reduced to ſuch extremity, that he deſired 
the Senate to ſell it him at what prize 
they pleaſed , that he might carry it a- 
bout with him,. and have it at home, 
and all places wherever he went : Which 
they would not agree to, becaule it was 
belonging to the Publick, and that their 
power extended not ſo far, At which 
being much troubled, He cauſed a Crown 


of Gold, with other rich and ſumptuous - 


Ornaments to be made, and went to- 
wards the Statue , putting the Crown on 


its Head, and adorning .it with rich. 


Veſtments; and then began to contem- 
plate 


ad 
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plate and adore it with fuch obſtinacy' 
and- pertinacioutneſs, ' that the Vulgar 
þ:ing fcandalized with his fooliſh and ri- 
diculous Amours, he was at laſt deterred 
by the Magiſtrates from coming near it. 
At vvhich he vvas ſo grievouſly caſt down 
and troubled, that at the end he killed 
himſetf, For the operations of this paſſion 
is ſo great, that fince it hath made en- 
trance into the hearts of Men, it vvalk- 
eth incurable through all the vital and 
ſenſible parts of the Body : and being in 
full poſſeſhon of us, cauſeth an infinite 
of trouble and ſorrow, and that ſo ſharp- 
ly, that it many times puts an end and 
period to our lives : vvhich the great 
Philofopher 4 Polonice T hiance confirm- 
ed to the King of Babylon, vvho with 
importunate Entreaties defired him that 
he would tell him vvhich vvas the moſt 
cruel and painful of all Torments which 
could be invented by all the ſecrets of Phi- 
loſophy, that therewith he might puniſh 
and. chaſtiſe a young Gentleman vvhom 
he hal found in Bed vvith a beautiful 
Damoſcl whom he aff:ed 5 The. greateſ# 
Torment, ſaith the Philoſopher, which can 
be invented for to puniſh him, is, To let 
let him live For you ſball ſee, ſaith he, 
That by little and little the vehement Fire 


of 
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of Love will gain ſo much on him ( 4s * 
hath already begun, that the pain which 
he will endure will be ſo great, that it can- 
not be conceiv/d and imagin'd;, for he ſhall 


find ſuch Emotions within his Soul, that he. 


ſhall burn and conſume in this Flame, 4s 
doth the Fly in a Candle: ſo that hs life 
ſhall be no more life, but a real Death, 
and that more cruel than if paſſed through 
the hands of all the Tyrants and Hang- 
men in the World, 

I have been ſomewhat tedious in treat- 


ing on this Subj: z but indeed the thing, 


_ requires it, being the entire Corruption 


and ruin of the moſt part of the Youth, 
of our Age: for when they have never. 


{9 little wetted their feet in the delights 
of this World, it is the hardeſt thing in 


nature for them to retrieve themſelves; 


Youth, Liberty , and Riches, being the. 
greateſt Pimps and Bawds in the World, 
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2 CHAP. XII. 

e. 

+ Of the Miſery of 01d Age. 

fe 

| A ND then when we ſhould ſing a 
bl ; Requiem from all our Troubles, 


cometh upon us Old Age with its in- 
firmities, and then our ſorrows are re- 
newed and grown young again, and we 
muſt then pay a _— Intereſt for all 
the faults arfdexcefles of our Youth; the 
Heart, that is miſerable, ſad and heavy by 
the gloomy refleQions of a miſ-ſpent Life; 
the Spirit, that is languiſhing; the Breath, 
that is ſtinking and loathſom; the Face fo 
furrowed and wrinkled, and generally the 
Body ſo curbed , that it ſcemeth to be 
ſome lump of Lead or Iron, rather than 
a Man; the Noe hath loſt its faculty of 
{\nel ing, the Eyes of ſeeing, the Hair falls - 
off, the Teeth falls out of the Head by ſtink 
and rottenneſs: in ſhort, he reſembleth 
ſome dry Anatomy,or the pi&ture of death, 
rather than the Man he was; and this is only 
of the Body ; but alas, the mind of aged 
people is as much out of order, or rather 
more ; for they are then continually dif- 

poſed 
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poſed to anger, hard to be appeaſed, light 
of belief, and long a forgetting injuries 3 
praiſe the Ancients and former Ages, and 
deſpiſe and contemn the Modern, are fad, 
ng, malancholy, covetous, hard 
and ſuſpicious : In brief, *tis the retreat 
and rendezvouz of all the Vices and incom- 
modiouſneſs of our nature ; which being 
conſidered by the Emperour Auguſtus, he 
was wont to lay, That when men had lived 
fifty years, they ought to.dye, and deſire to 
be killed, foraſmuch as to that time they felt 
none of the grievances of old Ape, which is 
u1navoidably paſt over in ſorrow and miſery, 
and in imnſupportable pains and fickeeſs . 
death of Chilaren, loſs of Goods, Law Suits, 
paying Debts, and an infinite of other trox- 
bles, which it were better with eyes ſhut, wait 
for at the Sepulchre, than to experiment 
them with open eyes in this frail and ſor- 
rewful life. Which the Prophet appre- 
hending, cried out unto the Lord, ſaying, 
Withdraw not thy ſelf from me when I am 
in years, nor forſake me when aſſailed with 
old age. 
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CH AP. XII. 
Of DE ATH. 


A*® TER Man hath groaned and 
ſighed under the infupportable bur- 
den, and heavy weight of his miſerable 
Life; he is forced to live always inthe 
fearful expeRation of the diviſion of the 
Soul and Body, which is for the moſt part 
accompanied with inconceivable and in- 
expreſible torments: Which St. Auſtin 
conſidering and bewailing, breaks out in- 
to this querulous Lamentation: O Lord 
God, faith he, bow miſerable 4 creatnre is 
man, who after having ſuſtained ſo many 
vexations evils, yet muſt endure the terrs- 
ble aſſaults of Death, which oftentimes 
cometh ſo violently, that it burns and tares 
all in pieces, and bath more ways to de- 
ſtroy us, than can be related, or thought of. 
Sometimes oppreſſing by Feavers, fome- 
tunes by-Hunger,ſometimes by Thirſt, ſome- 
times by Fire, another by Water; one with 
the Sword, another with Poyſon, ſome; 
are torn in pieces with the teeth of Wild- 


Beaſts; lome are made meat for Fiſhes, 


ſome 
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fome of Worms; and .yet nevertheleſs 
man knoweth not the end ; and whenhe 
thinketh himſelf permanent and laſting, he 
falleth and periſheth. What an affrightful 
Spe&tacle is it to bzhold a man on his bed 
of Sickneſs, preſſed with the agonies of 
Death? what trembling ! what horror ! 
what alteration and change in all the bands 
of Nature! the Feet become cold and 
benum'd, the Face waxeth pale, the Eyes 
hollow, the Lips and Mouth draw them- 
ſelves inward, the Pulſe diminiſheth, the 
Tongue grows black, the Teeth ſhut, and 
preſs one againſt another, the Breath fails, 
- and a cold tweat appeareth over the whole 
Body ; which is a certain ſign and demon- 
ſtration that Nature is overcome and va- 
niſhed : And when it comes to the forrow- 
ful departure of the Soul from its ancient 
Habitation, all the veſſels and ligaments 
of Nature are broken ; then the Hell- 
iſh Hoſt, as ſo many Vultures, ſurround 
the Sick-mans Bed; for there is no in- 
vention or ſubtilty which they praiſe 
not, to induce us to ſettle our thoughts 
and hopes on our good Living, on falſe 
Opinions, and deſtrutive Preſumptions, 
or elſe ſetting before us ſuch an infinite 
number of our fins and offences (with ſuch 
horrid aggravations), that the conſiderati- 
on 
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on of them might drive us into rage and 
deſpair, and blafphemous defiances-of Hea- 
yenly Juſtice : then's the hour, then's the 
moment, then's the point, in the which the 
Devil with all the powers of darkneſs at=- 
tacks us, and that ſo much the more fierce-. 
ly, becauſe he well knows then we ſhall 
elcape out of his claws, or for ever remain: 
in them : And ſo now when our bodies. 
lye inanimate and ſenſleſs, and. an eter- 
nal night of darknels fits brooding on bur 
Forheads : Where are all our officious 
friends and attendants, who in our lite- 
time did fo honour and reverence us, and 
were {o paſſionately deſirous of our com- 
pany ? —Do they not all forſake us, and 
abhor and deteſt the fight of us ? do they 
not all leave us to the cold earth, to be 
made aprey to Worms and Serpents ?-and 
thus it is with all men; thus fares it 
with his Holineſs, his Majeſty, his Grace, 
his Excellency, his Honour, and his Wor- 
ſhip too : they all receive the ſame uſage 
with the pooreſt mortal that grovels on 
the earth : And what will it then fignifie 
to them that they have been eſteemed for 
their Birth, for their Riches, for their 
Beauty, or for their Wit, or for any thing 
elſe, ſave Virtue and true Goodneſs ? For 
asfor all other things, they are paſſed awry 

I as 


Fg 


- #8 4 Shadow, and as an Arrow drawn from- 

' .&# Bow, and 4s the ſmoak, ſcattered with the 
"wind, or 4s 4a Ship that paſſeth over the 
waves of the water, which when it is gone, 
the trace thereof cannot | be found : or as a 
Bird = op — the w there - 
ng no ſt of her way which ſhe hat 
wn Fo - the lpht air bein "fn with 
the ſtroke of her wings, and parted with 
the violent noiſe and motion of them, ſhe 
fryeth through, and there ts afterwards no 

wark, to be found where ſhe went. 


_ ; 
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CH A P. XIV. 
Of the Final Judgment. 


HS$ W comparatively happy would 
Men be, could they here end their 
Mitery ? might their Souls moulder away 
as their Bodies, and both one and the 0- 
ther return. into their Primitive nothing 2 
But alas ! they both muſt unite and ap- 
pear before the Great Tribunal of an All- 
knowing and linpartial Judg, Who will rene 
der to every man atcording to bis works, 
and they that have dome good ſhall go into 
everlaſting life, and thoſe that have done 
evil into everlaſting deſtruttion, What 
horror and contuſi:n will this Day ſtrike 
into the heart of the molt relolute ſinner ? 
Wien the Sun ſhall” be turned into dark, 
neſs, and the Moon into blood; when the 
Stars ſhallno morc produce their light, nor be 
any more ſeen ſhining in the Heavens : 
when the Elements ſhall n-elt with fervent 
beat, and the Earth be burnt up with fire. 
And as it was in the time of Noah, ſo 
(hall it be then, for there ſhall be eating and 
drinking, Marrying and giving in Marri- 
I 2 


age, 
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ace, and immediately the Trumpet ſhall 
{cund to call them to Judgment ; then 
ſhall the People and Nations of the earth, 
howl and lament, and hide themſelves in 
the holes and caves of the earth, and (hall 
call upon the mountains to fall down upon 
them, and cover them from the face of him 
that ſirreth on the Throne. Sound the Trum- 
pet, ard cry aloud ({aith the Prophet Foel) 
and let all the Inhabitants of the earth trem- 
ble, for the day of the -Lord araweth nigh, 
#he day of darkneſs and obſcurity, the day 
of clouds and trouble, when all the Inha- 
bitants of the earth ſhall be burned, the 
fire ſhall devour before his face, and flames 
of fire ſhall follow him. And after this 
Execution of the Divine Juſtice, the dead 
which are in their Graves, having heard 
his voice, ſhall ariſe and come forth. The 
bones: and other parts ſhall ſeek for their 
Joynts in order to their union with the 
body; all thoſe that the Beaſts and 
Birds have devoured; all them whom 
the Sea has {wallowed ; all that is evapo- 
rated into Air; all that the fire hath 
conſumed, ſhall be reduced into its ef- 
ſence and priſtine ſtate; all the blood 
which the Robbers,and Pirates, Miurdererse, 
Tyrants, and Mercenary Judges have un- 
juſtly ſhed, ſhall be then+-tound hy 

the 
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the diminution of a drop of it» And ifit 
was a cruel ſpeacle .to behold:the Beaſts. 
leave the earth (which-is their proper Ele- 
ment), following the anger . of: God, and 
entring into the Ark with Noah, and as 
it were imploring his aid and fuccor z how: 
much more dreadful yill it be to them 
who have lived unjuſtly, to appear .before 
the great and dreadful Judg? When the 
Books ſhall be opened, that is to fay, the 
Sins and Enormities of our poor ulcera- 
ted Conſcience, ſhall be at that time ma- 
nifeſted and laid open to the fight of 
Men, Angels, and Devils. If the Vait 
of the Temple was rent, if the Earth 
trembled, and the- Sun was: darkned and 
obſcured for the injury which was done 
to our Saviour on the Crofs, although 
he had in nothing offended ; with what 
countenance can poor ſinners look, who 
have offended and blaſphemed fo many: 
times? If that the Viſion of an Angel 
is ſo terrible to us, that we cannot en- 
dure it, as teſtified St. John, who was 
not able to behold ſuch ſplendor and 
brightneſs, but fell to the earth for dead. 
And the Children of Iſrael had ſuch ter= 
ror, that they earneſtly defired doſes to 
ſpeak unto them himlelf, ſaying, We wil 


| hearken to thee when thou ſpeakeſt;, but we 
I 3 


cannot. 
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” Cannot bear. this voice coming from Hea- 
* ven, which cauſeth us even to give up the 
ghoſt (although that the Angel tpake fa- 
vourable) : How will thepoor ſinner then 
endure the Voice and Splendor of the Ma- 
jeſty of God, being in his Throne of Glo- 
ry ? When he ſhall fay, as ſpeaketh the. 
Prophet Iſaiah, Now « the hour wherein 
1 will avenge my ſelf on my enemies, and my 
anger ſhall be accompliſhed; and they ſhall 
know- that I um the Lord, who have ſo of- 
ten admoniſhed, wooed, beſeeched and en- 
treated them ;, for I will ſtand before them 
4s a Bear, who # robbed of her whelps : 
I have been ſtill for a long time and kept 
filent, but now I will cry out as ſhe that 
& in laboxr, 1 will ſcatter, I will. ſwallow 
up al together : Twill reduce the Mountains 
to. Deſerts : I will cauſe the Herbs to wi- 
ther, the. Rivers and Floods tobe dried ups 
and hinder the courſe of the Spring, and 
turn the darkneſs into light. I have call- 
ed them, but they have refuſed ;, I bave 

ffretched out my hand, but they bave not 
regarded: They have rejetted my counſel, 
and would not hearken to my reproof ;, there- 

fore will 1 laugh at their calamity, and 
mock when toe fear cometh: aud when 
their torment and anguiſh draweth near to 

them, they ſhall call, but 1 will I 

they 
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they ſhall ſeek, me, but 1 will not be found," 
and if the Heavens are unclean in his ſight, 
and if he hath found fault + in his Argels, 
what will he find in us, who are houſes of 
clay, and whoſe foundations are in the duſt? 
ow ſhall we be able to ſtand before 
him, whoſe countenance is as Lightning, 
and before whom there goeth a conſuming 
Fire? and yet ſtand we muſt, and give an 
account of all the various circumſtances 
and caſes of our Life; then we muſt come 
to a reckoning concerning the good we 
have received, and the good which we 
our ſelves have done; then *tis that we 
muſt give an account of the improvement 
which we have made of all thoſe wholtom 
inſtructions, and Fatherly chaftiſcmenrs 
wherewith we have been corrected; rhen 
will it be exaed of us how we have en- 
tertained thole good motions and ugg: ſti- 
ons which the Divine Spirit hath pur in- 
to our hearts; how we have withſtood 
the ſuggeſtions of Satan, and the tempta- 
tions of the world, and our own carnal 
inclinations; then ſhall we b- examined 
how we have employed all the faculties 
of our fouls, and members of our bodies ; 
then ſhall we give an account not only of 
all our wicked words and ations, but al- 
fo of our impure thoughts and filthy ina- 
I 4 ginations, 
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ginations, which ſhall all be laid open to - 
” the ſight of Men and Angels; then muſt 
we give an account of all Flthy and naſty 
Ipeeches, prophane writings, and unſa- 
voury jeſts, nay of every idle word ; fo 
fri a tryal ſhall we then be put upon. 

Laſtly, Of ſins of omiſſion and commil- 
ſion, of the time which we have ſpent in 
Eating, Drinking, Sleeping, Revelling, 
Dancing, Gaming, in haunting Taverns, 
Play-houſes and Brothel-houſes : then muſt 
we give an account of the ſpending of our 
Youth, and of our ſeaſoning of thoſe ten- 
der years with Prophaneſs and Debauche- 
ry, and. offering the firſt and beſt of our 
time unto the Devil, which ſhould be 
dedicated unto God and his Service. 

Then muſt we give an account of the 
employing of our Man-hood, and whe- 
ther that has been grounded and ſetled 
in Picty and Devotion, or paſſed over in 
relolved enjoyments of ſenſual and world- 
ly Pleaſures. 

Then alſo muſt we give an account of 
our demeanour in old Age, and whether 
or no, then drawing nearer the time of 
our departure out of this world, we have 


- -quietly and willingly reſigned up our ſouls 
into the hands of our God, as unto a Faith- 
ful Creator. 


The 
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The world has not been unfitly reſem- b. 


bled to a Stage or Theatre, on which e- 


very man has his differerit part as an-ARor, 


the one that of-a Prince, -the other that 
of a Beggar : now he- that 'aQts 'his part 
well, though it be but that of a Peaſant, 
gains as much applauſe, and deſerves as 
great commendation, as that other that 
ads that of the moſt dignified Perſonage, 

So that then *tis that every man muſt 
give an account of his behaviour in his 
particular Calling. 

'Tis the hour wherein the Mariner muſt 
give an account of the advantages which 


been put into: his hand, of his _—_ 3 


extraordinary Religious, by going 
into great waters, and ſeeing the wondery 
of the Lord in the deep. 

'Tis the hour in which the Husbandman 
muſt give an account of the Pious improve- 
ments which he might have made, by a 
continual Obſervation of -Gods bleſſings 
ſpringing out of the Earth. 

Tis the hour wherein the Merchant 
and Tradeſman muſt- give an account of 
the juſtneſs and honeſty of their dealings. 

*Tis the hour wherein the Soldier muſt 
give an account of his'Cruelty and Ra- 
pine, 4C_ þis inſulting-violence over the 
conquered -Enemy. | 

Tis 
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Tis the hour wherein the griping Uſurer 
muſt \ himſelf pay the rigorous Intereſt 
of his unjuſt acquiſitions. 

'Tis the hour wherein the Phyſician 
muſt give an account of his willingneſs 
and readineſs to adminiſter his Skill to 
the poor and mean, as well as to- the 
rich. 

* *Tis the hour wherein the Lawyer muſt 
give an account of his Pleading the Cauſe 
of the Fatherleſs and Widow, of his ob- 
truging of Juſtice by an Eloquent and 
Mercenary Tongue. 

'Tis the hour wherein the Divine muſt 

ive. an account of his Flock and- of: his 

ofrine, and whether he himſelf hath 
lived as he Taught others. 

" *Tis the hour wherein the Judges and 
Magiſtrates muſt themſelves be judg- 
ed concerning their paxtial adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice. 

*Tis the hour wherein Kings and Ptin- 
ces fhall give an account to the King of 
Kings, how they have Govern'd them- 
{elves and their Subjefts, and of their Sa- 
erificing mens lives to an ambitious de- 
fire of enlarging their Territories. 

'Tis the hour wherein. many poor and 
deſpicable Beggars ſhall-be. preferred to 


3 * Kings and Princes. 
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"- Tis the hour, faith St. Hlerome, where” 
, in many dumb perſons ſhall be made more © 
happy than the Fluent and El and 
many Plow-men and heards ſhall be 
preferred before Philoſophers. 

'Tis the hour wherein both Soul and 
Body ſhall in a blefſed union pals over in- 
to endleſs and unſpeakable Felicity, into 
the ſweet and glorious fellowſhip of Saints . 
and Angels, or elſe for ever be caſt down 
ito the horrid Regions of wo and miſe- 
ry; and ſecing that one of theſe will be 
the end and certain portion of every man , 
Let us not be ſolicitous for Honours, for 
_— for Riches, for Strength, or the 
reſt of thoſe things which we falſly call 
Good, ſeeing that they will not deliver in 
the day of wrath and eternal yenfgeance, 
nor at leaſt-wiſe mitigate ourthen'enſui | 
wretchedneſs; but let us be contented with ., - 
a mean and low Fortune, to be deſpiſed and  . : 
rejeed of men, to be eſteemed as Unlearh- 
ed, Deformed, Ignoble, as Fools or Mad-: 
men, rather than Worldly-wiſe, or Learn- 
ed. Let us conſider now what Opinion 
we ſhall have then of thoſe mi which 
are at preſent the Obje& of our 1o paſſio- 
nate wiſhes and endeavours, and whether 
or no the acquiſition and paſt enjoyments 
of them will make amends for the _— 


” andanguiſh which we ſhall then go to be 

” foreyer-poſſeſſors of; letus therefore now 
whilſt we have tirtie and fpace, break off 
our fins by Repentance, and.not reſt a mo- 
ment” longer in our preſent ſecurity and 
indifferency ;-but let us by our ſighs and 
tears penetrate Heaven, and put out the 
flames of Hell ; and - by-our earneſt and 
conſtant iptreaties, move the Judg to pity 
and compaſſion, to a willingneſs to pardon 
and&opaſs by all our former miſcarriages, 
and to >giye us again ſuch a meaſure of 
his: Grace, that by it, and the concurrence 
of our own earneft and uninterrupted re- 
folutions, we may ſo live now as to avoid 
the great-and: only miſery ;, in comparifon 
of which, ;all humane- miſeries by me re- 
lated, are-gafie and ſupportable : the mi- 
{ery which Imean, is the effe& of the Sen- 
tence fmiade mention of by St. Matthew, 
Go ye. curſed into uerlaſting burnings, to 
remaihs for tver with the Devil and his An- 
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